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Page 1 of 8

VOL. II.—NO. 4.

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1887.

PRICE FIVE CENTS

p. 1, col. 1

The state convention called by the united labor party to meet in Syracuse on the 17th of August promises to be a

large and representative gathering, in spite of the fact that the personal interests and motives which induce men

to spend money4 and time in attending the conventions of the old parties will be altogether wanting. It will be a

political convention from which professional politicians will be conspicuously absent, and in which there will be

no struggle for the loaves and fishes. The object of the men who will come together from all parts of the state will

not be that of securing offices, but of advancing principle.

Over the platform there is not likely to be any dispute. The principles on which the new party is consolidating are

well stated in the Clarendon hall platform1,2 on which the municipal campaign was made in this city last year, and

in the call for the convention. They are that land values shall be appropriated for the benefit of the community,

and taxes on production or its results be abolished: that businesses in their nature monopolies (such as railroads,

telegraphs, etc.), and functions that can be performed better by the people in their collective capacity than by

individuals (such as the issuing of money), shall be controlled or managed by the community, and that no citizen

shall be given any legal advantage over any other citizen. These principles may be tersely summed up in the phrase

“no monopoly;” and with them fully harmonizes the salutary principle of no special favors to churches or other

private institutions, suggested by Dr. McGlynn,4 in the article from the North American Review, reprinted on

another page. There can be no disposition to fall back from the Clarendon hall platform, neither can there be any

disposition to go further in the direction of advocating governmental interference. The socialists of the German

school, who form a section of the party more influential by their activity than by their numbers, must be

contented with this, and doubtless will be contented, as the wiser heads among them must recognize the

hopelessness of opposing their distinctive notions to the ideas of individual freedom of action which are so

strongly held by the great majority of the American people.

The name of the party, however, is a matter as to which there is likely to be some diversity of opinion, and though

“a rose by any other name would smell as sweet” this is a question of some importance. The name united labor

THE STANDARD

THE NEW PARTY.

4. Ed. Money in Elections, The North American Review for March, 1883, online at https://books.google.com/books?id=ZDIAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA200
1. Ed. The Clarendon Hall Platform was approved September 23, 1886, and is detailed in Chapter 1 of Post & Leubuscher’s book, Henry George’s 1886
Campaign, online at henrygeorgethestandard.org/docs/HG-Post-Leubuscher-HG-1886-Campaign-annotated.pdf.
2. Ed. The call for the convention appeared in The Standard, Issue #018, May 7, “The State Convention to Meet at Syracuse August 17: An Eloquent
Statement of Principles and Demands – The Old Parties Denounced, and Living Issues to be Framed.” (Placed approximately.)
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party came naturally, as the party was formed in the first place by the united action of the labor associations of

New York city. Where organized labor exists in strength the name has power, but in the country there is a feeling

that the term “labor” has narrow associations and would handicap the new party with the notion that it is merely a

class movement. As a farmer delegate to the conference that was held in Cincinnati on the Fourth of July said:

“The farmers around me are mostly tenants, and have to work like slaves for a poor living; but they never seem to

think that they are really laborers, and look on a ‘labor party’ as something relating to the workingmen of the

towns, which cannot include them.” But, though many other names are suggested, there is as yet none which

seems to command general assent, and while this is so, the matter can well be left to the national conference,

which ought to meet some time before the close of the year.

The great difficulty which the new party will have to meet in making anything like a fair showing of its strength in

a state election is the want of machinery and money. Politics, even legitimate politics, are, under our vicious

system, very costly. Upon the printing and distribution of ballots, “the manning” of polls and the hiring of halls,

etc., both the old parties habitually expend large sums, which are raised partly from assessments levied upon

candidates and officials, and partly from the contributions of those having pecuniary interests in party success, or

wishing to stand well with party managers. The new party has not these resources, and will have to rely upon zeal

and voluntary contributions.

But the enormous disadvantage under which it will labor in this respect emphasizes the crying need of what is,

perhaps, the greatest single reform in the mechanism of our politics that could be made—the adoption of the

Australian system of voting. Under this system the names of all candidates are printed on an official ballot, which

is handed to the voter when he enters the polling place, and on which he indicates his preference by a pencil mark

(an apartment secure from observation being provided for that purpose) before he deposits it. I urged the

adoption of this system in an article entitled “Money in Elections” published some years ago in the North American

Review, and again urged it at the congratulatory meeting of the united labor party held after the last election, as

the simple remedy for many of the disadvantages we had experienced in that election. It has since been strongly

advocated by a prominent democratic city official, Mr. W. M. Ivins, and his views have received the endorsement

of several of our influential papers. If the united

p. 1, col. 2
labor party will make a point of pressing the adoption of this system upon the assemblymen and senators who are

to be elected this fall, and shall in this receive the co-operation of the journals that have expressed themselves so

favorably to Mr. Ivins’s proposition, there may be some hope of getting it adopted before another election comes

on, no matter what may be the result of this election. The reform is one that should commend itself to every good

citizen whatever his political affiliations. It would cut off a great part of what are now the necessary expenses of

election, and which furnish a foundation and excuse for levying political assessments that in many cases debar

from office all but the rich or the unscrupulous; it would do away with the expensive, demoralizing and corrupting

custom of employing ticket peddlers to surround the polls; and it would make bribery impossible, by preventing

others from knowing what ballot a voter cast.

The evil of bribery has in this state grown to an alarming extent, and is far more widespread, direct and open in

some of the agricultural counties than in the city. In such a little town as Hudson, it is estimated that out of

twenty-two hundred voters or so, nine hundred or a thousand expect to be paid for their votes, and in some places

even well-to-do farmers expect such pay as confidently as they expect pay for their butter or eggs.

Sic in the original; probably “Dr. McGlynn”.
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The evil of intimidation which would also be cured by the adoption of the Australian system is little, if any, less

than that of bribery. In an article on the lodging house vote, in the June number of the North Amerioan Review, ex-

County Clerk Henry A. Gumbleton says:

The present system of voting, intended to give the voter a secret ballot, practically does nothing of the sort.

By the exercise of a little adroitness on the part of the inspector of elections, who is the selected officer of

party, the voter’s intention is easily ascertained and the vaunted inviolability of the ballot becomes a

mockery. Our system is not advanced enough for the present day. We are a quarter of a century behiad the age.

More scientific methods are in use in younger communities, which give the elector absolute freedom of choice

and the necessary secrecy, such as the very act of voting contemplates in a free community.

There are thousands and thousands of voters in this state to whom the freedom of the ballot is as much a

fiction as it was to the poorer class of Irish tenants previous to the adoption of the Australian system in

Great Britain and Ireland. It was this system that made the parliamentary national party possible. And its

adoption in this state would give similar freedom to many thousand American citizens who are now on

election day controlled by their fears instead of by their convictions.

In the article referred to, Mr. Gumbleton calls attention to what is known as the lodging house vote, which, he

declares, has been decisive at many elections held in this city since 1880. Says Mr. Gumbleton, referring to the

poorer class of lodging houses licensed by the health department:

The sanitary condition of these places has improved under health regulations; but in the inverse ratio of

this improvement they have become a dangerous element in municipal politics. They have become the

centers in which corrupt and fraudulent voters herd together immediately before each election, and

shamelessly hold their votes to the highest bidder of any party or faction. Three thousand one hundred and

seventy-five electors cast their ballots at the election in November, 1886., from 256 of these hives of the

franchise. That they were not of the order of men who make up the greatness of the state goes without

saying; that they were mainly composed of the vagrant lost to every sentiment of manhood and honor, who

subsists principally by mendicancy and petty thieving, tramping the country and suburbs during the

summer, and gravitating toward the city with the return of cool weather, does not admit of contradiction. . . .

The workers for the machines recognize the value of these votes, and provide for them in the disbursements

of the campaign. Indeed, it has been claimed that any closely contested election in which there were three

tickets running could be carried for the side securing the lodging-house vote. The arrangements for the

lodging-house vote are made generally by the men in charge of the election districts. It is secured by

purchase—pure and simple—and when completed the voters are marched to the polls in squads of twos,

threes, and fours, depending on the ability of their conductor to hold them together and prevent

interference from others. They are compelled to hold their right hand up with ballots exposed, so that, in

the expressive language of the adroit campaigner, they can do no “funny business in changing ballots.” Their

ballots are taken generally unchallenged; or, if challenged, their vote is sworn in. Their reward is paid them

by another worker—generally quite a superior person—after the vote has been deposited to the satisfaction

of their conductor.

At times, the lodging house keeper is himself a politician, and then he makes his own arrangements with the

party representative, or the candidate personally, for the votes of his lodgers. In one case of which the writer

was informed in his investigations, the competition was unusually active on the local candidates, and the

lodging house keeper locked his voters up and kept them under duress, until he had voted them all in

convenient squads.

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 1 of 8

7



This, it may be incidentally remarked, is even a blacker indictment of the social conditions of the American

metropolis than it is of our political methods. But even as regards these methods the case is worse than

Mr. Gumbleton describes it. In many cases one set of men are registered and another set of men vote, and votes of

this kind are cast from houses which are not regularly licensed by the board of health, and consequently are not

included in Mr. Gumbleton’s estimate.

This vote was one of the agencies by

p. 1, col. 3
which the “saviors of society” defeated the united labor party at the last election and which they will use as long as

it is deliverable. As to the votes coerced through the police department, the excise department, the district

attorney’s office, and those controlled through the use of the public patronage, who shall say how many they are?

“Practical” politicians estimate that the district attorney’s office, “used for all it is worth,” is, to the party

controlling it, good for fifteen thousand votes.

All this power would vanish with real secrecy of the ballot.

The corrupt and corrupting elements of politics will, of course, be against the new party in the coming election, as

they were in the last, but the new party has on its side something that in the long run will prove stronger than

them all—the power of a great idea capable of arousing men to enthusiasm; and as certain as the sun rises, so

certain is it that the party which holds its first state convention in Syracuse on the 17th of August, will ere long

carry the state and then sweep the nation. But in the meantime and from the first it should use whatever strength

it may have for the improvement of elective methods and the purification of politics. The corruption of

government always means the rule of the rich and the unscrupulous.

The citations given by Judge Maguire8 in the issue of THE STANDARD of July 16, to show the constitutional

power of the legislature to make land values the exclusive subject of taxation, even to the point of absorbing them

entirely, were probably enough to convince even the Times of the foolishness of the assertion that there is any

constitutional barrier to this measure of justice and good policy. A correspondent writing from Albany adds,

however, to the citations given by Judge Maguire by calling attention to a recent utterance of the court of appeals

of this state, in which, in The Matter of McPherson (104 N. Y. Reports, p. 316), it is declared that “It (the

legislature) may impose all the taxes upon lands, . . . or all upon houses.”

The gentleman who calls attention to this citation goes on to explain that, while he does not wish to see such

stupid objections urged against it as that it is unconstitutional or revolutionary, he is not ready to commit himself

to the proposition that all taxes should be levied on land values, for he adds:

As to some of the conditions you lament, I do not see that they would be cured by the system you propose.

For instance, you admit that a man may be the owner of the fruits of his labor, and dispose thereof as he

may see fit. This would give a man the ownership of the house he might build. Now a house to live in is as

necessary to a man as land to live on. Would not the owner of the house rent it, and prey upon the

necessities of his fellows in the matter of buildings, just as you complain that he does now in the matter of

8. Ed. See James G. Maguire, “The Court Awards It,” in The Standard, Issue #028, July 16.
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land and buildings? In other words, would we not have, in cities especially, a class of house-lords where now

we have land-lords, and entailing the same difficulties upon the people that they now labor under?

The difficulty with my correspondent is precisely that which prevents socialists of the German school from

realizing how all, and far more than all, that they could hope to accomplish for the abolition of “wage-slavery” by

their cumbrous and unworkable schemes could be accomplished easily, quietly, and naturally, by the simple device

of opening land to labor by taxing land values. His mistake is in the assumption that “a house to live in is as

necessary as land to live on.” He has but to think a moment to see the grotesque error of this assumption.

Men lived before there were houses, and had to live before there were houses in order that there might be houses;

but no man ever lived, or ever could have lived before there was land. It is true that in our civilized society the

great majority of men do live in houses for a large or the greater portion of their time, and that houses are

necessary to their comfort; but, while there are men who temporarily or habitually live without houses, no man

can live without land. There may be individual cases under certain conditions in which to be put out of a house

would cause death, in weeks, or days, or even hours; but how many minutes would it take to cause the death of the

strongest and most resourceful human being were he put off the land into interplanetary space? So far from

houses being as necessary to men as land the prior access of men to land is indispensable to the existence of

houses. For houses can only exist on land and are composed of materials drawn from land. The man who owns a

house owns only what labor having access to land can produce. But the man who owns land owns that without

which labor can neither produce nor exist. The ownership of a house is the ownership of a human production

capable of indefinite multiplication, liable to destruction by accident or design, and in its nature constantly

tending to decay. The ownership of land is the ownership of a slice of the planet. Human power can neither

increase nor destroy land, and it remains from age to age the dwelling place and reservoir of the generations of

men who come and gosic,

Such are the essential differences between, not merely houses, but all things produced by human labor, and the

natural element from which they are drawn—differences that are ignored by those who imagine that the

ownership of wealth or capital in any of its forms can give the same power of oppressing and robbing

p. 1, col. 4
labor as can the ownership of land. Where one man is the owner of the element on which and from which other

men must live, if they are to live at all, he, having control of that without which they are absolutely helpless,

becomes to them as a lord or God; but when land is free to labor there can be nothing like a “house-lord” or “wage-

lord.” For if men do not like the terms on which the owner of a house will yield its use to them they are free to

build houses for themselves, and if they do not like the terms that a would-be employer offers for their labor they

have opportunity to employ it themselves.

Another correspondent asks me to define my position with relation to socialism. I have already done so at some

length in that chapter of my book “Protection or Free Trade?” which is entitled “Free Trade and Socialism9,” and in

a note to which I say:

The term “socialism” is used so loosely that it is hard to attach to it a definite meaning. I myself am classed

as a socialist by those who denounce socialism, while those who profess themselves socialists declare me not

to be one. For my own part I neither claim nor repudiate the name, and realizing as I do the correlative12

truth of both principles can no more call myself an individualist or a socialist than one who considers the

Sic in the original; probably “who come and go.”.
9. Ed. “Free Trade and Socialism” is Chapter 23 of Protection or Free Trade.
12. Ed. Correlative: a word or concept that has a mutual relationship with another word or concept.
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forces by which the planets are held to their orbits could call himself a centrifugalist or a centripetalist. The

German socialism of the school of Marx (of which the leading representative in England is Mr. H. M.

Hyndman, and the best exposition in America has been given by Mr. Laurence Gronlund), seems to me a

high-purposed,10 but incoherent mixture of truth and fallacy, the defects of which may be summed up in its

want of radicalism—that is to say, of going to the root.

The cardinal defect of socialism of the German school is its failure to make a clear distinction between the

primary factor of production, land, and the derivative factor, capital—a confusion largely due to the use of a

terminology singularly lacking in any approach to scientific precision, and to the ignoring of that power of co-

ordination and adjustment which comes from the free play of individual interests, and is to the social organism

what the unconscious functions are to the human organism. Confusing land with capital, these socialists imagine

that it is as necessary, in order to prevent the robbery of labor, to do away with the private ownership of capital as

to do away with the private ownership of land; and failing to recognize the primary cause of the helplessness of

the mere laborer, where land is monopolized, and the co-ordination in production and justice in distribution that

would result from really free competition, they imagine the evil lies in the wage system, and that competition

must be abolished by committing to organized society—virtually the government—the direction of both

production and distribution, in order to prevent waste and secure to each the fair reward of his labor. Socialism is

not akin to anarchism, as so many who know nothing of either seem to suppose. It is its antipode11. The socialist,

as the term is commonly used to denote German or state socialist, would, to secure the proper direction of

industry and the just distribution of its fruits, commit its control to government; the philosophic anarchist, seeing

the abuses to which government is liable, would do away with government altogether, and trust everything to the

co-ordination of individual impulses and needs. Both make a like mistake in seizing on one side of the truth and

ignoring its correlative.

There is this truth—and it is a very important one—in socialism, that as civilization advances the functions which

pass into the proper sphere of governmental control become more and more numerous, as we see in the case of

the railroad, the telegraph, the supplying of gas, water, etc., but this is all the more reason why we should be

careful to guard against governmental interference with what can safely be left to individual action. In some

things our existing system is too socialistic and in others too anarchistic. The proper line between governmental

control and individualism is that where free competition fails to secure liberty of action and freedom of

development. The great thing which we should aim to secure is freedom—that full freedom of each which is

bounded by the equal freedom of others.

If it were absolutely necessary to make a choice between full state socialism and anarchism, I for one would be

inclined to chosesic anarchism, preferring no government at all, bad and inconvenient as that might be, to a

government which should essay,13 to control and direct everything. And I imagine that this would be the choice of

the great majority of the American people, for individualism is strongly rooted in all the habits of thought of the

peoples of English speech, and we seem to lack the capacity for governmental direction and administration that

has been developed on the continent. This is the reason why socialism of the German school can never make the

headway here that it has on the continent of Europe. It is, in fact, the product of a state of society in which people

have become largely used to governmental supervision and direction, and are accustomed to look to government

as a sort of special providence.

10. Ed. High-purposed: a high purpose is a reason something is done; the aim or intention of something, with the implication that society will be benefited.
George is saying that the socialists mean well.
11. Ed. Antipode: the direct opposite to something.
Sic in the original; probably “choose”.
13. Ed. Essay (verb): attempt or try.
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But in the meantime there is no reason why those who entertain such views as I do should not work harmoniously

with socialists of the German school as long as

p. 1, col. 5
we go together, or why we should be perpetually accentuating our differences. The ultimate aims of socialism are

high and noble. They seek to obtain for society that abolition of poverty for which we would strive. Any dispute as

to means may well be postponed until it is necessary to raise it. I and my friend both wish to reach the Pacific

ocean. I think we shall reach it at San Francisco; he is firmly of the opinion that it will be necessary to keep on

until we get to China. So long as we are willing to travel westward in the same car, we can well postpone disputes.

Mr. Blaine15, according to a cable dispatch, has told an English ironmonger who called on him to talk over the

annexation of Canada, that “We don’t need Canada, and we don’t want her.” In this Mr. Blaine is consistent with

his protective principles, since the annexation of Canada would involve the abolition of the double row of custom

houses, with their attendant searchers and seizers, that now line the border. If, as protectionists on both sides of

the line insist, these are really needed to prevent us from ruining Canadian industry, and Canadian industry from

ruining us, then annexation would mean mutual injury. But if consistent with his protective theories in opposing

the annexation of Canada, Mr. Blaine was certainly inconsistent in supporting the war for the union. If the

southern states had been permitted to secede, they, too, would now have constituted a “foreign country,” and we

should have had another wealth-increasing tariff line, with a largely augmented staff of spies, inspectors, and tax

collectors, stretching from the Potomac to the Rio Grande. And it is impossible to assign any reason why we do not

need Canada that would not as truly, if not as strongly, have applied to the southern states.

The truth is that we do need Canada. It is not perhaps a vital necessity any more than the keeping of the southern

states in the Union was a vital necessity. We can live without Canada; but still we need her. We need her to round

off our northern boundary; to make the American republic truly continental; to secure for our trade the freedom

of its natural outlets and courses; to prevent bickering and increase the consciousness of national strength, and to

promote the prosperity and fraternity of both sections of what are essentially the same people. And Canada needs

us for the same reasons that we need Canada, and which are all the stronger in her case because she is the smaller.

The only thing that prevents the two countries from fulfilling their natural destiny is the absurd delusion that

material prosperity is increased by tariff taxes. Once abolish the custom houses on both sides of the line, and the

two peoples would so rapidly grow into one that political union would become easy and inevitable. In the mean

time Mr. Blaine’s not wanting Canada is suggestive of what the attitude of the New York protectionist would have

been toward New Jersey if the thirteen states had retained the power of levying independent tariffs. The most

beneficent provision of the federal constitution, the most substantial advantage of the American union, is that

which gives us free trade over the better part of a vast continent.

HENRY GEORGE.

15. Ed. James Gillespie Blaine (1830-1893) was an American statesman and Republican politician who represented Maine in the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1863 to 1876, serving as Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1869 to 1875, and then in the United States Senate from
1876 to 1881. Blaine twice served as Secretary of State (1881, 1889–1892), one of only two persons to hold the position under three separate presidents
(the other being Daniel Webster), and unsuccessfully sought the Republican nomination for President in 1876 and 1880 before being nominated in 1884. In
the general election, he was narrowly defeated by Democrat Grover Cleveland. Blaine was one of the late 19th century’s leading Republicans and champion
of the moderate reformist faction of the party, later known as the “Half-Breeds”. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_G._Blaine.
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By permission of Allan Thorndyke Ricesic,17 we reprint on the fifth page of this issue of the STANDARD the

greater part of an article by Dr. Edward McGlynn on the new know nothingism and the old,3,5,6,7,14,16, which will

command much attention.

STAPLETON, S. I., July 20.—Last Monday evening Mr. Patrick Doody organized the united labor party of

Richmond county with headquarters at this place. And so the banner of the new crusade has been raised in this

the “banner county of the democracy of the state.” Heretofore at every election the democratic politicians have

spent some money for drinks and said, “Now, boys, be true to your record and roll up a handsome majority for the

straight ticket.” But that is now played out; there is a force on which they cannot base their figures nor will it obey

the “whip,” consequently they are more than a little worried.

Last spring, with about two weeks’ work and no organization or money, we polled a large vote. Our “saviors” were

terror-stricken and they have repeatedly asked since, “What will you do next?”

There are a number of readers of THE STANDARD down here and I take this means of inviting them to join us.

JOHN H. SCHILLING, R. S.

NEW YORK, July 17.—The ecclesiastical death warrant of the able, eloquent and revered Dr. McGlynn has been

sealed in Rome and delivered by the representatives of Tammany hall. Our twenty million of Catholics are

insulted thereby, but their mourning will be turned into joy.

MICHAEL BLANCHFIELD.

The United Labor Party on Staten Island.

Catholics Will Stand by Dr. McGlynn.

Sic in the original; probably “Allen Thorndike Rice”.
17. Ed. Charles Allen Thorndike Rice (1851-1889) was a journalist and the editor and publisher of the North American Review from 1876 to 1889. See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._Allen_Thorndike_Rice.
3. Ed. Dr. McGlynn’s article is titled “The New Know Nothingism and the Old,” reprinted from the North American Review for August, 1887.
5. Ed. William Mills Ivins Sr. (1851–1915) was a lawyer and Republican candidate for Mayor of New York City in 1905. Ivins was one of New York City’s
famous reformers working on the improvement of the election law and fighting the widespread election fraud in New York City. He was the president of the
Executive Committee of the Electoral Laws Improvement Association. Together with reformers like Albert S. Bard or William E. Curtis he tried to complete
the introduction of the secret ballot (Australian Ballot) to fight corruption. Ivins was also member of the Honest Ballot Association, the City Reform Club, and
Ballot Reform Committee of Citizens Union. Ivins is the author of Machine Politics and Money in Elections in New York City. New York 1887. See https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Mills_Ivins_Sr. (Placed approximately.)
6. Ed. See “The Lodging-House Vote in New York” in The North American Review, June, 1887. Online at https://books.google.com/books?
id=N1kCAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA636 (Placed approximately.)
7. Ed. Abram Hewitt was elected with 90,552 votes; Henry George received 68,110, Theodore Roosevelt 60,435. In total, that’s 219,097 votes. (Placed
approximately.)
14. Ed. “As to the truths that are involved in socialistic ideas I shall have something to say hereafter; but it is evident that whatever savors of regulation and
restriction is in itself bad, and should not be resorted to if any other mode of accomplishing the same end presents itself.” Progress and Poverty, Book VI,
The Remedy; Chapter V. – From Governmental Direction and Interference paragraph 49 online at https://web.archive.org/web/20190125081107/http://
progressandpoverty.org/files/george.henry/pp061.html#p-49 (Placed approximately.)
16. Ed. Today, though, many states and localities impose sales taxes on various kinds of goods, and seek to have out-of-state retailers collect them. This
creates major logistical problems for small sellers. (Placed approximately.)
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A full-formed horse will in any market bring from twenty to two hundred friedrichs d’or. Such is his worth to the

world. A full-formed man is not only worth nothing to the world, but the world could afford him a good round sum

would he simply engage to go and hang himself.18

THOMAS CARLYLE19.

Lancaster, Pa., Inquirer.

When the press of a free republic seeks to justify and approve such an attempt as that of the Catholic church

against Dr. McGlynn, and even rejoices at its probable success, it is pretty good evidence that the true principles of

freedom are not understood as they should be.

p. 1, col. 6

Some Considerations of an Appropriate Title Offered to the Delegates at Syracuse.

NEW YORK, July 26.—A few days ago in a group of active members of the united labor party the permanent name

for the larger organization to be formed at Syracuse was discussed. None seemed satisfied with the present name.

Our county general committee adopted it for use only until such time as a general convention should meet and

agree upon a permanent title, its action being indicative, first, of a feeling that the city of New York should not

dictate a name to the state or national organization; and, second, that a term of wider signification might serve

better in designating the elements and purposes of a great party. While it is true that the term laborer embraces all

who are not beggars or thieves, in its common acceptation it denotes simply the wage laborer, and the educated

wage laborer who is making his discontent felt lives generally in the cities and the industrial centers. Thus a local,

limited and somewhat perverted meaning attaches itself to the words labor and laborer, and as a titular

denomination for a party, “labor” is not fully self-explainable.

In California the party is called the “Land and Labor” party, and throughout the union the debating clubs formed

for the purpose of discussing primarily the subject of the land for the people are known by the same name. In

discussing this question, however, it was felt that the same reasoning applied to “land and labor,” as a party name,

as to “labor” alone.

Horse Flesh Worth More Than Human Flesh.

Don’t Worry—The Principles Will Come Out Ahead Yet.

THE NEW PARTY’S NAME.

18. Ed. The Friedrich d’or was a Prussian gold coin (pistole) nominally worth 5 silver Prussian thalers. It was subsequently copied by other North German
states under their own rulers’ names (August-, Friedrich-August-, Christian d’or) and valued at 4.8-5 silver North German thalers. It was used from 1741 to
1855 as a regularly-issued gold trade coin at this time, and was traded at a small premium or discount to its face value of five thalers in silver standard
currency (silberkurantgeld) used in the stock exchanges and elsewhere. Around 1780, for example, the Saxon August d’or was quoted at 116 to 120
groschen sächsischen silberkurantgeldes (4.83 to 5 thalers, Saxon silver currency), with a maximum discount of 4 groschen (0.17 thaler). In the 19th
century it usually had a low premium. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_d%27or (Placed approximately.)
19. Ed. Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) was a Scottish philosopher, satirical writer, essayist, historian and teacher. Considered one of the most important
social commentators of his time, he presented many lectures during his lifetime with certain acclaim in the Victorian era. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Thomas_Carlyle.
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One of the gentlemen present said that he liked the name “Radical20.” The objects of the party were in their nature

radical, and the men to carry them through must be radicals. He saw, however, that the subject of the party’s

radicalism should, if possible, be signified in its appellation.

Another stated the arguments he had heard for calling the new organization the “Progressive” party. The age is

progressive, and the new party is retrogressive in nothing. It proposes to superimpose upon industrial progress

already made even a greater social progress. He had heard men declare that they would like to say each of

themselves, “I am a Progressive.”

It was asked why Anti-poverty would not answer for a party name. The reply was that the anti-poverty societies of

to-day were performing a duty with relation to the coming political party similar to that done by the anti-slavery

societies of thirty years ago in promoting the growth of the republican party.

Another gentleman committed himself to the support of the designation “the Commonwealth” party, and

consequently to the title “Commoners” for members of the party. This is the name adopted by the Pittsburg

supporters of the teachings of Henry George. The speaker thought it broad enough and sufficiently indicative of

the purposes of the party seeking to secure the rights of all men. “Commonweal,” the common good or happiness,

is the Anglo-Saxon synonym of “republic,” res publica, the enjoyment of things in common. No title has ever been

held in higher esteem in America than “commoner,” and the good of the commonwealth is an instinct with every

patriot.

In the issues of THE STANDARD published before the date of holding the convention at Syracuse, no doubt

many of your readers would be pleased to see some further discussion of this question.

WORKER.

EAST ORANGE, July 25.—The united labor party stand squarely upon true principles, but the name labor party is

too restrictive. Thousands of people stand in antagonism to anything labeled “labor,” thinking it only a “class

movement”—a fight for wages for the worker only. These people are prevented by their prejudices from

considering our claims for support, and from knowing that we represent the interests of the whole people. I think,

therefore, it becomes important for us to take on a name which, in significancy, may embrace all “classes.”

Jefferson said that the land in usufruct21 belonged to the living, and we believe that we are true exponents of the

rights of man as set forth in the immortal declaration, which was mainly the work of Jefferson. What better name,

then, can we adopt than that of Jeffersonians? The word democrat, as an affix,22, runs against the prejudice of past

republicans, besides we know that the democratic party in the past were the supporters of southern slavery.

A Name for the New Party.

20. Ed. Radical: of or from the root or roots; going to the foundation or source of something; fundamental; basic. The word comes from the Latin radix,
radicis; radish and eradicate come from the same origin.
21. Ed. Usufruct is a right of enjoyment, enabling a holder to derive profit or benefit from property that either is titled to another person or which is held in
common ownership, as long as the property is not damaged or destroyed. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usufruct. See also http://www.wealthandwant.com/
themes/Usufruct.html Thomas Jefferson wrote to James Madison in 1789 as follows: “The question Whether one generation of men has a right to bind
another, seems never to have been started either on this or our side of the water. Yet it is a question of such consequences as not only to merit decision, but
place also, among the fundamental principles of every government. The course of reflection in which we are immersed here on the elementary principles of
society has presented this question to my mind; and that no such obligation can be so transmitted I think very capable of proof. – I set out on this ground,
which I suppose to be self evident, ‘that the earth belongs in usufruct to the living’: that the dead have neither powers nor rights over it. The portion occupied
by an individual ceases to be his when himself ceases to be, and reverts to the society.” See http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/
v1ch2s23.html.
22. Ed. Affix (n): an additional element placed at the beginning or end of a root, stem, or word, or in the body of a word, to modify its meaning.
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Personally a party name makes little difference to me. I seek to know what it stands for or represents. In the

interest of our fast growing movement, however, I would like a name that would not be repellant to many because

of the narrow construction of its meaning. The name “progressives,” or even “crusaders,” I think would be more

generally acceptable than “labor” party, with any conceivable prefix or affix. The time has come in my opinion

when we should enlarge the base of our agitation as much as possible, and one of the means to that end, it seems

to me, is the adoption of an all-embracing title or name. Yours for the cause,

E. C. ALPHONSE.

ALBANY, N. Y.—I am a barber, and by persistently scraping faces I have scraped together enough money to build a

little house—not one big enough to hold tenants, but with just room enough for myself. When I found I had money

enough to build a house, I began to look for some mud to build it on, and I went to a man for whom the Lord made

lots of mud, but he wanted such a price that I would have to mortgage my labor for years to come. So I will have to

wait until some fellow patents some kind of a grappling hook by which I can hang my house to the sky, but I am

afraid the land owner underneath will demand space or air rent, claiming that I shut off the sun and rain. In this

case I’ll have to wait until it rains titles, and then perhaps I can grab one.

JOSEPH C. ROSHEIT.

ST. LOUIS, MO., July 11.—So Pope Leo thought more of Corrigan’s word than he did of the telegram from the

100,000 men in New York city and he excommunicated Dr McGlynn. Now let those 100,000 men show pope and

archbishop their manhood and make it clear that they cannot be bullied. Let them cut off all revenue for pope and

archbishop and fight the thing out.

DAN MALONE.

The publisher of THE STANDARD acknowledges the receipt of one dollar for the McGlynn fund from Mrs. B. of

New York city.

Why He Doesn’t Build a House.

Cut Off the Revenue.

The Dr. McGlynn Fund.

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 1 of 8

15



Page 2 of 8

2 THE STANDARD, SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1887.

p. 2, col. 1

A CROWDED AND ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

An Eloquent Address by Dr. McGlynn—The Religion in the New Crusade—The True Teachings of

Christianity Clearly Opposed to Poverty—The Ecclesiastical Machine and How to Resist It—What Catholics

Should Do if Refused Absolution Because They Don’t Believe in Poverty.

The Academy of Music was as usual crowded on last Sunday evening, several hundred persons having waited on

the sidewalk in front of the building for half an hour before the doors were opened.

The meeting was presided over by Mr. A. J. Steers. He created a great deal of laughter in introducing himself as

“the overweeningly ambitious Irish widow” who led Dr. McGlynn from the paths of rectitude by giving him a copy

of “Progress and Poverty.” “No man,” he continued, “can tell what the effect of his most trivial action may be. No

one could possibly have made me imagine at the time when, very innocently, I asked the good doctor to read that

book, that I was awaking the Galahad whom we have all recognized by this time. Therefore it is to each and all of

us an example in the Anti-poverty society to move forward honestly and do the best under the circumstances, as

the most trivial action may lead to unforeseen results.

After the chairman had announced that the Anti-poverty society would hold its picnic on Saturday, August 13,

and the Fourteenth assembly district on Saturday, July 30, the chorus sang “The Star Spangled Banner.” Mr. Steers

then explained the plan of the executive committee in relation to receiving periodical contributions from

members of the society. While he was speaking President McGlynn entered and was received with unbounded

cordiality and enthusiasm.

While the collection was being taken up the choir sung “The Crusaders Song” to the air of “Marching Through

Georgia.” The chairman then said: “It now becomes my pleasing duty to introduce to you the speaker of the

evening,”the Peter thesic Hermit of the new crusade,” the Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn.

Dr. McGlynn said:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen—There can be nothing worthy of the enthusiasm of the human heart or of

sufficient importance to engross all of the thoughts of the human mind that does not rise far above mere time and

sense and find its source and its complement in the things of the spirit and of eternity. The cause in which we are

enlisted were not worth the breath that is expended upon it if it had for its object merely the bettering of the

temporal condition of men. If there were no hereafter—if the souls of men were to perish with their bodies—then I

confess that I for one should instantly be counted out of this struggle, for I should agree with those who in the

despair of their hearts have said that the battle is not worth the fighting, the race not worth the running, the

burden not worth the bearing, and the life not worth the living. (Applause.) If these strifes and anxieties, these

ANTI-POVERTY.

Sic in the original; probably “inner quotation in single marks and closing mark after McGlynn”.
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hopes and fears, these victories and defeats, these loves and hates of this lower sphere, had not their explanation

in something higher and better, then life would be more like the jest of some horrid fiend than the order of an all-

wise, beneficent and loving Father. All our science, all our political economy, all our politics, all our joys and

sorrows, would be without their proper significance. We might well envy the brute creation the fewness of their

wants and their comparative exemption from the cares and anxieties that create so much misery for the human

heart and mind. Our cause must be essentially a moral one, and therefore a religious one, or it is not worthy of our

pursuit.

In Philadelphia last Sunday evening, immediately after an address which I there delivered, an estimable lady, the

wife of a clergyman, no doubt a very religious woman and a most earnest one, offered to me a serious objection.

She said she thought better of the anti-poverty doctrine now that she had heard it explained, but at the same time

she could not clearly understand what I had asserted of the religion that was in it. She said: “You talk of bringing

men back to Christ and to God by the preaching and the practice of this doctrine, and yet your crusade seems to

be so largely concerned with merely bettering the temporal condition of men. You are actually trying to make all

men rich, while Christ preached the blessedness of poverty.” (Laughter.)

Now, this is a serious objection; and to many earnest minds that are honestly seeking the truth, it may seem well

taken. Therefore it is eminently proper that we should answer it, and I have already begun to do so.

The fact is that Christ did not preach the blessedness of poverty. (Applause.) But He did preach the blessedness of

the poor among whom He lived; because He came to deliver His message first to the poor, to the outcast, to the

obscure, to the lowly and to the unlearned; and therefore He said: “Blessed are the poor, because the gospel is

preached to them.” (Applause.) He pronounced them blessed, because to them, most of all, and first of all, was

preached the gospel of emancipation, of equality, of liberty and fraternity, of the bringing from heaven to earth of

a new society which He called the kingdom of heaven on earth, in which men should not be reduced to poverty in

order to be blessed, but in which poverty should be abolished by making common to all men the things that the

Father from the beginning had intended should be common to all. (Great applause.)

And, while we are not required to believe or to teach that Christ exacted, as a one condition of affiliation in that

society, of which He told us that it was to be the kingdom of heaven on earth, that its members should actually

renounce all individual ownership of property of whatsoever character, yet we see clearly that He exalted such

renunciation as the highest type of the perfection of human character as exemplified in Himself, and as He would

have it developed in those who should come nearest to himsic, and who should be worthiest to be His followers

and His witnesses and His apostles to all the world and people and ages. (Applause.)

And so we read that a certain young man came to Him whom, when He looked at him, He loved. And this young

man asked a mighty question—“What shall I do to be saved?”—the question that must concern every rational

human being. What shall I do to be saved from the lusts of the flesh, from the doubts that perplex the human

intellect, from myself ? What shall I do to know whence I came and whither I am going, and by what means I shall

best and most directly attain the end of my being? The answer was, “Observe the commandments.” But the young

man said, “This have I done from my youth up.” Then the Master said: “If thou wouldst be perfect, go and sell all

that thou hast and 
p. 2, col. 2
give it to the poor, and follow me.” (Great applause.)

Now, those who accept Jesus of Nazareth as their Lord and Master, their teacher, their savior and their guide,

cannot dispute His word that tells us it is more perfect not to possess individual wealth, but to sell all that we have

and give to the poor; not to throw it into the river, not to waste it, but to increase the wealth of others by

Sic in the original; probably “nearest to Him”.
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diminishing our own. (Applause.) The blessedness that He preached concerning the poor was surely not simply

that they should have more to eat and drink and a little better clothes to wear, and some better shelter than they

had had before; but it was that through the gospel of the fraternity of men under the fatherhood of God mersic

would have such measure of freedom to develop their character by learning the lessons and fulfilling the tasks

assigned them that they might fulfill the end of their creation here by being called up higher to the Father’s house

from school, to enjoy the lessons that they here had learned, and the reward of the task that they here had

performed.

To speak of poverty—the poverty that we would abolish—as if it were a good thing to be fostered and encouraged

as an ordinance of God; to speak of the abolition of poverty as if it were a kind of sacrilege, as if it were a

sacrilegious interference with the plan of God, is actually to attribute to God an unwisdom and a cruelty utterly

unworthy of Him. (Applause.)

If we believe that our lives come from a wise and beneficent Creator, and that it is not merely our right, but our

duty, to maintain these lives, then surely we must believe that it is the will of the Creator that we shall have means

by which these lives can be maintained. (Applause.) If a mere inspection of our nature and its faculties make us see

clearly that it was the design of the Maker that man should be a social animal, that in building up his social

institutions he should establish communities, villages, towns and cities, that by the proper working out of his

capacities and the necessities of his nature he should cultivate art—the love of beauty—and science—the love of

truth—and that he should exercise virtue—the practical love of good; if all this is clearly written in the nature of

man, then it is clearly necessary and proper that he should have abundant opportunity of working upon the

general materials of nature, upon all the raw materials out of which men have to make the instruments for their

own instruction, the instruments for the cultivation of their own æsthetic nature, the implements and the

instruments by which alone they can exercise and carry out their culture to the full.

It actually seems strange that at this late day we should be called upon to prove that poverty is not a good thing to

be cherished, but an evil thing to be abolished as far as possible. (Applause.) And the greatest wonder is that the

Christian philosophers, and, sad to say, the Christian ministers and Christian prelates who are so eager apparently

to teach us that poverty is a good thing for the mass of men, seem to have so little confidence in their own

medicine that while they are willing to dose the rest of the world with it—(uproarious laughter and deafening

applause, interrupting the speaker for several minutes)—they are extremely careful never to take a single drop of

this panacea for all the ills of other people themselves, if they can help it. (Laughter and applause.)

Christ said, “The poor you shall always have with you,” and therefore these wise interpreters of the scriptures—just

about as wise in this generation as were those other interpreters of the scriptures who put Galileo into prison

(applause) for teaching that the earth revolves around the sun—argue that in saying so He enacted a law that

poverty should always exist in the world; and that it should be the aim of those who assume to be nearest to Him,

and to represent Him, and to preach His word, and to minister His sacraments, to see to it that this poverty should

never be abolished out of the world. (Applause.)

It might be odious to allude too pointedly and specially to modern times and places near home, but we can safely

say that in other countries, two and three centuries ago, there were conspicuous instances of the mass of the

people—in France, for instance—being oppressed, and enslaved, and robbed, reduced to and kept in horrid misery

and wretchedness, largely by and because of the enormous wealth of the church of Christ. (Applause.) A very large

portion of the lands of France were held by the church. which by a rulesic most beneficent to churchmen could

never be alienated; so that the church might accept the whole kingdom as a gift, but could never alienate the

Sic in the original; probably “men”.
Sic in the original; probably “held by the church, which by a rule”.
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slightest portion without all sorts of roundabout processes and without the express permission of the pope!

(Hisses.) It never required permission for anybody, even the lowest minister or servant of the church, to accept a

gift, but it did require all sorts of difficult processes to alienate anything. (Laughter.)

An American bishop, who had recently returned from Rome, told me a year or two ago that it was desired by the

authorities in Rome to insist that no ecclesiastical property in this country should be alienated to the amount of

$5,000 or upward without the express permission of the sacred congregation of the propaganda. (Hisses and

groans.) This bishop explained to them that that would be a very great hardship, that he might see an opportunity

of procuring a desirable plot of ground where a church could be built, and he might not have the necessary means

to purchase the plot; but supposing the full price to be $10,000, he might get the owner to consent to allow

$5,000 to remain on mortgage, or practically to make a loan of $5,000; and he asked them: “Would that be such

an alienation of church property as would require your permission?” “Certainly, by all means,” said the Roman

gentleman. (Hisses.) So that this putting a mortgage on a piece of land because only half the purchase money

could be paid would be an alienation of church property such as could not be permitted without the express

permission of the sacred congregation of the propaganda. (Hisses.) “But,” the good bishop said, “there might be

danger in delay. What should we do in such a case?” “You should write to us,” said the Roman gentleman. “But by

the time we received your permission by mail the owner might have changed his mind or might have raised the

price.” “Oh! then, you could telegraph to us,” said the Roman gentleman. (Laughter.)

The actual fact is that under the system of ownership of vast estates by the church in France, Italy, Germany,

England, everywhere, religion was largely corrupted, the masses were enslaved and oppressed, and things came to

such a pass that the multitudes who should have looked to the ministers of Christ as their friends and fathers, and

counselors, and comforters, and benefactors, began to look upon them as their worst enemies. (Applause.)

It was this wealth of the church that corrupted the church. Men sought ecclesiastical positions, not because they

loved the Master and desired to do His work, but because they were fond of the loaves and fishes, because they

desired the benefices.

About two centuries ago a mere brat of a boy, nine years old, barely out of the nursery, but of the royal family of

Guise of France was lord abbot of nine abbeys—a child lord abbot of nine abbeys! He was not a monk. He perhaps

did not know how to 
p. 2, col. 3
read. Abbeys are supposed to be the abodes of learning and prayer. They were formerly great centers from which

came out science and religion. The monks in the abbeys had preserved literature and civilized whole nations. They

had drained swamps and made the wilderness to blossom and to be productive for the use of man. It was the early

and enthusiastic Christian love by which these men were swayed that caused the world to lavish its wealth and

power upon the church. The barbarous nations that had been converted to Christianity, the rude tribes that had

been taught and civilized, felt that they could look to no others so well as to to thosesic who by heroic self-sacrifice,

by virtuous lives, had wrought such changes. But unfortunately the power, and wealth, and consideration, and the

ease that came from power and wealth corrupted the human side of the church; and it needed bloody revolutions

to purify the atmosphere, to impoverish the church, to break up its case-hardened institutions that in the original

impulse had so much of the sweetness and charity of Christ. (Applause.)

When these feudalistic institutions that became so closely and inseparably connected with the Christian church

were at their height, the masses were oppressed by churchmen as well as by laymen; the masses were robbed as

much by church as by state. They were, as it were, but two departments of the one machine. Noblemen promoted

to ecclesiastical benefices the younger members of their families. It was a matter of patronage; no longer a matter

Sic in the original; probably “as to those”.
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of Christian vocation. This same brat of a boy, who at nine was lord abbey of nine abbeyssic, at sixteen was made

archbishop of Rheims. You must not suppose that this boy was ordained a priest and a deacon. He was a mere

layman. Why was he made lord abbot of nine abbeys, and archbishop? Because of the enormous wealth that was

attached to those abbeys and that see. Some uncle of his, under the name of guardian or the like, was scooping in

the revenues that had been originally intended for religion, education and charity. (Applause.)

Of course such churchmen as those would preach to the masses when they began to grumble, “Don’t you know

that Christ said blessed are the poor? (Applause and laughter.) You can save your souls much better if you die of

starvation (laughter); you can save your soul much better with nothing but a mud floor and a leaky thatch, and a

little oatmeal and potatoes in your stomach, than if you had a decent floor and a comfortable bed and something a

little better than oatmeal and potatoes.” (Laughter.) But the unfortunate or blessed poor people might sometimes

be bold enough to say to the preacher, “Father, your reverence, my lord, your lordship, your grace, your holiness,

your eminence (applause and laughter), do you really believe what you are preaching? (Uproarious applause.) Do

you really believe that it is much easier for one to save one’s soul through starvation, and hunger, and cold, and

wet? Do you really believe that it is easier for a man to save his soul when he sees his children naked and starving

all around him; when he sees his wife sick unto death, with her life trembling in the balance, evicted by a crowbar

brigade? Do you think he can save his soul better? If so, your reverence, your lordship, your grace, your eminence,

your holiness, why is it you don’t consistently try to practice what you preach? (Applause and laughter, continued

for several minutes.) Is it really possible that you shepherds of the fold of Christ, teachers in Israel, the salt of the

earth, the light of the earth, ministers of Christ’s sacraments, preachers of His word, apostles of Christ, are

deliberately choosing for yourselves for a few brief moments of time the enjoyment of these things at the risk of

losing your souls, and so disinterestedly managing to help keep us in poverty in order that we may be better able to

save our souls? That surely is a devotion and a self-sacrifice so heroic that it far transcends that even of the

martyrs who were burned at the stake. (Laughter.) It is something simply wonderful that some men should

consent to go to hell themselves by acquiring far more than their share of the good things of this world (laughter

and applause), so that they may insure the salvation of the poor creatures who by poverty are supposed to save

their souls.” (Laughter and applause.)

Now, the fact of the matter is that those who preach that way do not believe what they preach. (Great applause. A

voice: “You are right.”) At the same time they do seem to believe that a very considerable degree of poverty in this

world is a result of the law of God; that it helps the poor to save their souls by giving them opportunities to

exercise patience and humility and respect for their betters, and all those other beautiful virtues that should

characterize the poor; while it gives to the rich a very easy and comfortable means of paying their way into heaven

by giving a mere tithe of their wealth in the name of charity. (Applause.)

A certain priest here in New York who was suspended once upon a time—(deafening applause and cheers)—and for

aught you know to the contrary, may be suspended still, was actually suspended largely because in a conversation

with a newspaper man, which was somewhat imperfectly reported, he was alleged to have said that it would be

better to abolish poverty than to be forever patching up remedies for it here and there; that it would be better to

purify the blood, to purge the whole system, rather than, while leaving the system unpurged and unpurified, to be

simply putting a plaster upon a sore shin or a sore head (laughter and applause); and that while charity was well

enough in its way, mere almsgiving to help in an immediate emergency, the greatest charity that any man or set of

men, or society itself could do would be to abolish the cause of this widespread poverty and the vice, misery and

crime of which poverty is the fruitful source. (Applause.)

And the poor priest, in the letter of suspension that was sent to him on the very same day, was told that in those

utterances he had spoken disrespectfully of our holy father, Pope Leo XIII—(hisses and groans)—and that it was

Sic in the original; probably “lord abbot of nine abbeys”.
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absolutely necessary that he should be suspended forthwith. And the fact was that there wasn’t the slightest

allusion in the conversation with the newspaper man to the pope, or to anything that the pope had said, and in the

printed report there wasn’t the slightest allusion to the pope. But it appeared that the pope had written a letter

some time before, which had been incorporated in the pastoral letter to the bishops; and in that letter of the pope

there was something said magnifying the work of the Catholic church in building asylums, hospitals and refuges

for all sorts of poor, as showing that the church was a great friend of the poor. And this was a kind of an offset to

the tendency of modern society to demand rights for the poor, rather than alms. (Great applause.)

Now, I wonder whether it ever occurred to his holiness to reflect that this Catholic church that is said to have built

all these hospitals and asylums and refuges and the like, never made the money itself, or still less got it by way of

some delicate elevator running up and down between the earth and the skies. (Laughter.) I wonder where all the

money for the building of those poor houses and hospitals and refuges and similar institutions came from. Didn’t

it come from the very beggars themselves that are the beneficiaries of them? (Applause.) And when you begin 
p. 2, col. 4
to look into it, there is not any very particular merit in people constituting themselves the administrators, the

incorporators, the supervisors, and, to a certain extent, the beneficiaries on a large scale of the charitable

institutions that they are administering for the benefit of the poor; if they do not actually make the money

themselves and give it to the poor.

There is a pretty decided competition in this town among respectable gentlemen to be appointed commissioners

of charities and correction. (Laughter.) Although not much of a politician myself (applause and laughter), on

account of my philanthropic and humanitarian instincts, I am willing to confess that I have on one or two

occasions been guilty of so grave a sin as to exercise such influence as I could bring to bear in the matter of an

appointment of a commissioner of charities. But it has never occurred, I think, to any of the commissioners of

charities, or to any similar official here to think that he deserved great credit for the wonderful things done for the

poor of New York—ten thousand people of all kinds and degree taken care of in the hospitals and the like on

Blackwell’s island and other of those watering places. (Laughter.)

Now, when these hospitals, such as they were, and asylums and the like, were simply built with money that was

received from land tilled by wretched peasants groveling in misery, living in huts scarcely fit for beasts, living

upon such meager diet that the wonder is they could live at all, while all they could produce over what was barely

enough to enable them to keep soul and body together, went to church and state and very largely to the church to

support that brat of a boy and his uncle, the boy who was the lord abbot of nine abbeys, (Applause) surely there

was no charity or very little charity in building here and there a poorhouse and orphan asylum and the like. It was

only a very slight, very partial, and altogether inadequate restitution, a duty, an act of justice but slightly fulfilled

in giving back to the beggars what belonged to them by the law of God. (Applause.)

These people are strangely inconsistent in praising poverty as the best friend of virtue. If such be the case, why

not let poverty work itself out to its logical conclusion? Why not let people die of poverty? Why this desire to keep

people barely alive in their poverty and to do no more for them than barely to keep them alive? The preachers and

teachers of this doctrine do not really believe it. They do not think poverty is a good thing for themselves or for

their nearest relations. They do not think that poverty is a good thing for those who are their friends.

Christ then, when he said, “The poor ye have always with you,” did not enact a law. He did not express a desire that

poverty should continue to the end; but he simply predicted a very unpleasant fact. It would be just as absurd to

say that anyone who might predict that sickness and disease shall continue in the world, that certain kinds of

contagious diseases shall never be entirely eradicated, should be charged with expressing the wish that disease

shall not be exterminated. The predicting of a fact is totally different from expressing a wish that that fact should

be. (Applause.)
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The teaching of the gospel of Christ, of the brotherhood of man, the teaching of justice, the very commandments

of the natural moral law which were reinculcated by the laws given by the Master on Mount Sinai and in the law

of Christ, this natural moral law is largely concerned with the abolition of poverty, and not the maintaining of it.

(Applause.) The duties of parents to their children, the duties of children to their parents, are largely concerned

with just this obligation on the part of parents to see that the children do not suffer poverty, and that in their old

age the parents do not suffer poverty. (Applause.) The commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” is based on the

necessity of the right of property and the enjoyment of property for the well being of men.

When the commandment says, “Thou shalt not steal,” it is but enacting the law of universal equal justice, that

every man shall have his own, that what God gave to all shall belong to all, that no man shall appropriate

absolutely to himself what nature and nature’s God gave equally to all—“Thou shalt not steal.”

Now, we have gone into it time and again, and it is hardly necessary to go into the minute details of the proof this

evening, that the cause of poverty in this world is chiefly the appropriation by a few, by a privileged few, by the

classes, of those things which were made by nature and given by nature’s God for and to the mass of men equally

and indiscriminately, in equal, joint, undivided usufruct, as Thomas Jefferson calls it. So that that commandment

of God, properly interpreted, is a divine commandment written upon the very heart of men by the finger of the

Creator, enacting a law the very object of which is not the abolition of poverty, but the making of poverty

impossible from the beginning. (Applause.)

This justifying of poverty as a good thing would stultify the Creator. It implies just this: That the Creator has

given men the capacity and necessity for certain things; that He has given men an irresistible craving and impulse

to work out their destinies by satisfying the necessities of their animal natures with food and cultivating the

necessities of their mental, æsthetic and spiritual natures by the acquisition of science and the production of

works of art. And at the same time that God, by another law, would render it impossible for men rightly and

properly and adequately to fulfill their destiny. God would not have given men capacities without the

opportunities of exercising those capacities. He would not have given them necessities without the adequate

power of satisfying those necessities. God would have been rather a mocking fiend than a wise, a loving, a

beneficent Creator had He done so. (Applause.)

It is not true that poverty is the best friend of virtue. It is a conspicuous fact that poverty, want and the fear of

want are a terrible incitement to vice, that men are constantly tempted to all manner of evil things because of the

degradation of want and the worse than degradation that comes from the fear of want. But were human society so

regulated that all men able and willing to work could find abundant employment at the highest wages, then want

would be a thing that the world need no longer fear; and with want itself and the fear of want, the vice and crime

of which want and its fear are the perennial source, would vanish from the world. (Applause.)

This preaching of the blessedness of poverty by those who get as far away from poverty and the fear of it

themselves as they can (applause) is a libel upon God’s creation. It actually implies that these instincts and

capacities that God has given us were given without a proper design on the part of the Creator that the energy

should be exerted and the instinct should be satisfied. The wiser teaching of Christian philosophy and otsic

Christian theology, the teaching of the Master himself, is that by giving men abundant opportunity to provide for

their temporal necessities, they will be the better able to work out their destinies here, and to attain to their

completion hereafter; they will be the better able to form character by the discipline of labor that shall have its

proper reward, by 
p. 2, col. 5
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the cultivation of their minds, their hearts, their moral faculties, their æsthetic natures; in a word, by the full,

rational, and free development of all that is in them.

It is notorious that drunkenness and immorality of every kind find their constant recruiting ground among the

ranks of debasing poverty. It is again equally true that the most enormous crimes against society are perpetrated

because of the horrid greed for gain on the part of men who are not actually suffering want, but who are

tormented by a fear of want—that morbid, insane avarice that makes even the millionaire feel poor, that makes the

possession of money seem to be the one supreme good, because by money people are protected against poverty

and the fear of poverty.

So it is that this avarice that the apostle calls idolatry, this worship of the golden calf, is the immediate result of

poverty and the fear of poverty. (Applause.) The greed, the unseemly scramble, the horrible competition of life,

are all the results of poverty and the fear of poverty. It is this that makes the difference between a well ordered

company of ladies and gentlemen, of men and women, sitting down to a table abundantly supplied, at which there

is room for all and to spare, and the scramble in which people are almost trampling one another to death, where

there is not enough for all, where those who by main strength can get the first places at the table are alone sure of

getting anything.

The present condition of society is precisely that—a scramble, a condition of society in which men and women and

children are taught that what is called success in life is the prize of comparatively few. And therefore there is a race

in which only a few can win the prize; there is a battle constantly fighting in which victory implies necessarily the

overreaching of a large portion of our fellows. (Applause.)

These preachers of the blessedness of poverty are themselves an awful example of the debasing power of the fear

of poverty. (Applause.) The very love of wealth by which many of the preachers of this gospel of poverty to others

are possessed and animated, is an awful example of the power of poverty and the fear of poverty to debase and to

degrade the minds and the hearts even of men consecrated to the preaching of Christ’s gospel and to the

ministering to Christ’s poor. (Applause.) I have no particular desire to be unduly severe toward the preachers. I am

nothing but a preacher myself. (Applause and laughter.) So by way of illustration, without any particular moral, I

will tell you an anecdote.

When I was a student in the propaganda (hisses) there was a venerable old Italian priest there, a very worthy man,

resident in the college, whose office it was to preach to us. And, by the by, it was he, I believe, who told us that

while there were about four thousand ecclesiastics in Rome, all having their little benefices and canonries and I

don’t know what, you could count about sixty or so who were really doing the actual missionary work, preaching

the gospel in season and out of season in Rome. So somehow or other there was an ecclesiastical machine that

managed to do a very large part of the good work that it had to do with sixty men, while there were four thousand

others going through the motions of doing something and somehow never doing anything. (Applause and

laughter.) Very much like that king of France celebrated, if not in history, at least in nursery lore, who with forty

thousand men marched up the hill and then marched down again. (Laughter.)

This good old man told us once that if the people of Italy were asked to tell what was the great fault of the clergy

of Italy they would say, by a great majority, What? “Avarice.” Here were some thousands of ecclesiastics in Italy,

and here was an old ecclesiastic, an Italian too, who said that the verdict of the people would be that the

predominant fault among the ecclesiastics was avarice. And those ecclesiastics were the very people who would

preach to those poor people of Italy, to those degradingly poor of northern Italy who were subject to a horrible

skin disease because of the inadequate food that they were barely able to support life upon, that poverty is a

blessed thing and that the more of that thing they enjoy the better will they save their souls. (Laughter.)
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It were a libel upon the Creator to say that these capacitieessic and energies and instincts of human nature that

compel men to work, that compel men to make things not only useful but ornamental, that compel them to make

even the food and clothing of the animal a work of art and thing of beauty—it were a blaspheming of the Creator

to say that these things were not given expressly for the purpose that they should be used for the production of all

manner of good things, in order that society should produce more and more of these good things that serve to

elevate and take men further away from the brute and,35 bring him nearer to the maker. It is necessary that men

should be able to labor and enjoy the full fruits of their labor, that no man should steal from them either the

opportunities for their labor or the full and free use of what they have produced by their labor. (Great applause.)

“Thou shalt not steal.” If poverty were such a good thing, then the best thing we could do for the world would be to

steal as much as we could, because we would be decreasing the possessions of others while increasing our own.

He who gave this commandment gave it because in His plan it was best that every one should have his own, that

every one should have equal, free, untrammeled opportunity to employ his labor, and that what he makes by his

labor no one should dare take from him. (Applause.) Is it not the boast of these Christian apologists and preachers

that the Christian religion has civilized the world, that the Christian church, the Catholic church, has been the

home of the fine arts, of painting, of poetry, of sculpture, of music, of architecture? Are these things good things

or bad things? If they are bad things, then you are strangely inconsistent with your panegyrics of the civilizing

influence of the Catholic church. If they are good, then the building of cities and the invention of labor saving

machinery and all the other things that human society has devised in trying to get away from poverty and

accumulate wealth must be good things also. (Applause.) It is the teaching of right religion and sound reason, and

therefore of Christianity, that wealth in itself is neither good nor bad except so far as it is a means toward the

attainment of those higher moral and spiritual things that are the stimulus to human life and human society.

(Applause.) But since the Maker himself has clearly made labor, and since it is by labor that we obtain the

necessary means for the development of character and the carrying out of the destiny of the human family, it is

strictly true that labor is in the plan of God indispensable for human society. The wealth that Christ cursed was

not the honestly acquired wealth of God-given bounties. Such wealth was ever the reward of industry, the reward

of virtue; and in the Old Testament we read of the benediction of God in the enjoyment of peace, and repose, and

comfort, and plenty by those who observe God’s law.

The moral law that affects us in this world is largely concerned with the wealth and comfort of people here, since

this life that God has made for us is plainly a good thing. It is to be fostered and preserved. It is not a bad 
p. 2, col. 6
thing to be hated and destroyed. To say that would be to blaspheme the Maker. (Applause.)

Christ had, it is true, words of the severest censure for the rich. But why? Because they were unjustly rich; because

they were rich whose wealth was accumulated by robbery of the poor, by usury, by land grabbing, by land robbery,

by simple stealing. This wealth that is born of injustice is a curse to the owner as well as to those who have been

cheated and robbed and deprived or the necessaries of lifesic by the acquisition of that property. The wealth that is

honestly acquired and usefully employed is a blessing to the world. The very word of God himself confirms the

teaching of ripe reason. The proverbs of the wisest and saddest of men tell us that the poverty of the poor man is

his destruction, and his father, the royal psalmist, begged God to give him neither poverty nor riches.

So we would seek no riches, because extravagant wealth can hardly ever be rightfully enjoyed. Our large fortunes

of to-day are largely unjust, and in most cases I am constrained to say are the result of conscious injustice. But

even where they are not the result of conscious injustice, they are the result of injustice all the same. There are no

doubt men who ignorantly believe that the land is their own, and who are saying here to-day what used to be said

Sic in the original; probably “capacities”.
Sic in the original; probably “bring them nearer”.
Sic in the original; probably “deprived of the necessaries of life”.
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by the landlords of Great Britain and Ireland: “Can’t a man do what he pleases with his own?” Believing through

ignorance that the land is their own, they believe ignorantly that all they can squeeze out of it in the way of rent is

legitimately theirs.

If they, through their incredible stupidity and ignorance honestly believe that, we may excuse them from

deliberately sinning against their consciences; but we must, all the same say they rob the masses, and preach to

them that this extortion of rent and putting it into their private coffers is a robbery of the masses for the unjust

benefit of the classes. (Great applause.)

That good lady in Philadelphia was somewhat concerned at our apparent anxiety to make people rich in this

world. The good lady need not have felt very much concerned lest we next week or next year or in ten or fifteen or

twenty years from now should be able to elevate the poorest of the poor to the condition of the millionaire to-day.

There is not very much danger of that. (Laughter.) So her fears probably are a little excessive on that score. We are

not particularly anxious to give to the individuals of human society such wealth as is enjoyed to-day. That is

wealth for which men need not labor, for which they do not labor—the rent that comes to them when they are

absent just as well as when they are present, while they are asleep, as much as while they are awake. We have no

desire to give such wealth to each individual of the human race. The wealth that we desire to give them is the

result of honest toil. We wish to give to the mass of men equal opportunity of employing their labor (applause),

and we wish to say that when they shall have employed their labor, they shall have either what they make or a fair

equivalent for it in what somebody else has made. (Applause.)

We wish to abolish, therefore, the unjust possession of wealth. We will increase the general wealth of the whole

community enormously. But when it shall be more equally distributed there is no fear that the great mass of men

will run the risk of actually pining away in idleness and suffering that loss of mental and bodily and spiritual

health which is one of the curses that attach to wealth unjustly acquired and unwisely used. (Applause.)

There need be no fear that we shall be able to get so far ahead of consumption by production that the human

family shall be able to fill all the granaries and storehouses that they can build so full of food and manufactured

articles that for many years there will be nothing for the human family to do. (Laughter.) In that case, when the

human family shall be able to produce such wondrous quantities, they will not be such fools as to keep producing

things so far ahead that they will actually become moth-eaten before they are able to use them. They will only

produce in advance a moderate supply of wealth for the rainy day and the sore foot. (Laughter.) And after they

have produced this moderate provision against the rainy day and the sore foot they will stop awhile and have

more holidays. They will then begin to play and go fishing. (Laughter.) A large part of the labor that is now

expended upon the mere necessities of life can then with propriety be expended on the ornaments of life. Then a

large part of the people will have more of the ornamental of lifesic—books, music, pictures and much more

comfortable and artistic homes to live in.

Will that not be a good thing? (Applause.) Would not the taste and the cleanliness and the ornament and the art of

the private abode be justifiable for precisely the same reasons that justify the building of marble cathedrals and

filling them with stained glass windows and golden candlesticks, all of which is good? Should not each home be, as

it were, the family altar? (Applause.) Should not everything about the home be cleanly and sweet and wholesome?

Shouldn’t there be every possible provision for privacy and decency? Does not a proper development of health

and refinement require that people should have breathing space? Is there not enough work for the human family

in building houses, and not building them so high, and utilizing the spaces that are not now utilized?

Never fear. There will always be enough work to do. When wealth is distributed as it should be, nearly everybody

will have to work. (Applause.) They will only work a few hours. It will be a healthy exercise. It is a necessary part of
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man’s nature that requires for his proper physical and mental development that he shall be busy, and occupied in

producing something by the labor of hand or brain. (Applause.)

We have often said before, and we may well repeat it here to-night, that the chief attraction of all this is its

spiritual side. The mere feeding of the animal, the mere making the animal more comfortable, would not be a

noble object. It does not appeal to the higher instincts of humanity. The highest instincts are mental, and moral,

and spiritual. But we find that in our natures there is the greatest mingling and blending of these two things. So

we can say that the lesson of these things of time and sense is just this: That they are the means and instruments

and signs and symbols of things mental, spiritual and eternal. (Applause.)

The daily tasks we are called upon to perform, to earn our living, to obey the law, to perform our duties, are simply

matters in which we can produce things inestimably precious for eternity. A cup of cold water that is given in the

name of the Lord shall have its reward. This human society of ours should be the beginning of the kingdom of

heaven. The kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of unveiled truth. It is the kingdom in which the minds of men

shall be permitted to see the unveiled beauty of the uncreated God. It is the kingdom in which the mass of men

shall be eternally filled, yet never to satiety, with the perfect beauty that is in God.

Our minds, our fancies, our wills were made to know the truth, to love the good, to enjoy the beautiful. And so

these visions of truth continued on p. 3 → [continued on page 3] 23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,

47,48,49,50,51,52

Sic in the original; probably “the ornaments of life”.
23. Ed. “Peter the Hermit (c. 1050-1115 or 1131), also known as Little Peter, Peter of Amiens or Peter of Achères, was a priest of Amiens and a key figure
during the People’s Crusade, the Rhineland massacres, and the First Crusade. He is sometimes called Blessed Peter the Hermit, though he has not been
beatified in the Catholic Church. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_the_Hermit. (Placed approximately.)
24. Ed. Galileo’s (1564-1642) championing of heliocentrism and Copernicanism was controversial during his lifetime, when most subscribed to geocentric
models such as the Tychonic system. He met with opposition from astronomers, who doubted heliocentrism because of the absence of an observed stellar
parallax. The matter was investigated by the Roman Inquisition in 1615, which concluded that heliocentrism was “foolish and absurd in philosophy, and
formally heretical since it explicitly contradicts in many places the sense of Holy Scripture”. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galileo_Galilei (Placed
approximately.)
25. Ed. Alienated: (of property) transferred to the ownership of another person or group. (Placed approximately.)
26. Ed. Benefices: a permanent Church appointment, typically that of a rector or vicar, for which property and income are provided in respect of pastoral
duties. (Placed approximately.)
27. Ed. A mere tithe: 10%. A tithe is a one-tenth part of something, paid as a contribution to a religious organization or compulsory tax to government.
Today, tithes are normally voluntary and paid in cash or cheques or more recently via online giving, whereas historically tithes were required and paid in kind,
such as agricultural produce. After the separation of church and state, church tax linked to the tax system are instead used in many countries to support
their national church. Donations to the church beyond what is owed in the tithe, or by those attending a congregation who are not members or adherents,
are known as offerings, and often are designated for specific purposes such as a building program, debt retirement, or mission work. See https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithe (Placed approximately.)
28. Ed. A conversation with a newspaper man: this is a reference to Dr. McGlynn’s 1870 interview in the New York Sun, about his views of parochial schools
and separation of church and state. It is reprinted on page 1 of The Standard, Issue #031. (Placed approximately.)
29. Ed. “The poor ye have always with you.” Three gospels all suggest that statement is incomplete: Matthew 26:11 – “The poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always have Me;” Mark 14:7 – “The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them whenever you want. But you will not
always have Me.” John 12:8 – “The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.” See https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-11.htm. 
(Placed approximately.)
30. Ed. A Georgist named John Kelly, speaking at a gathering outside Chicago in about 2005, provided a different interpretation of that passage, putting it in
context: Jesus Anointed at Bethany 10 Aware of this, Jesus asked, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful deed to Me. 11 The poor
you will always have with you, but you will not always have Me. 12 By pouring this perfume on Me, she has prepared My body for burial.
See https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-11.htm. In other words, the poor will still be here tomorrow and next week, but I will not be. A description, not a
prescription. (Placed approximately.)
31. Ed. Reinculcate: develop (something) again or differently. (Placed approximately.)
32. Ed. Stultify: cause to lose enthusiasm and initiative, especially as a result of a tedious or restrictive routine; cause (someone) to appear foolish or
absurd. (Placed approximately.)
33. Ed. According to the Bible, the golden calf was an idol (a cult image) made by the Israelites when Moses went up to Mount Sinai. The incident is known
as the sin of the calf. It is first mentioned in the Book of Exodus. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_calf (Placed approximately.)

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 2 of 8

26

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_the_Hermit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galileo_Galilei
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithe
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-11.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_calf


Page 3 of 8

THE STANDARD, SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1887. [page] 3

p. 3, col. 1

34. Ed. “Take a company of well-bred men and women dining together. There is no struggling for food, no attempt on the part of any one to get more than his
neighbor; no attempt to gorge or to carry off. On the contrary, each one is anxious to help his neighbor before he partakes himself; to offer to others the best
rather than pick it out for himself; and should any one show the slightest disposition to prefer the gratification of his own appetite to that of the others, or in
any way to act the pig or pilferer, the swift and heavy penalty of social contempt and ostracism would show how such conduct is reprobated by common
opinion. . . . On the crowded steamers of the early California lines there was often a marked difference between the manners of the steerage and the cabin,
which illustrates this principle of human nature. An abundance of food was provided for the steerage as for the cabin, but in the former there were no
regulations which insured efficient service, and the meals became a scramble. In the cabin, on the contrary, where each was allotted his place and there was
no fear that everyone would not get enough, there was no such scrambling and waste as were witnessed in the steerage. The difference was not in the
character of the people, but simply in this fact. The cabin passenger transferred to the steerage would participate in the greedy rush, and the steerage
passenger transferred to the cabin would at once become decorous and polite. The same difference would show itself in society in general were the present
unjust distribution of wealth replaced by a just distribution.” Henry George, Progress and Poverty, Book IX: Effects of the Remedy; Chapter 4: Of the
Changes that Would be Wrought in Social Organization and Social Life, online at https://web.archive.org/web/20190122094640/http://
progressandpoverty.org/files/george.henry/pp094.html#p-24 and in the Drake abridgement at https://web.archive.org/web/20190223130738/http://
progressandpoverty.org/files/henrygeorge.drake/pchp38.htm (Placed approximately.)
35. Ed. Eclesiastic: a priest or member of the clergy. (Placed approximately.)
36. Ed. Canonry: the office or benefice of a canon. Canon: a member of the clergy who is on the staff of a cathedral, especially one who is a member of the
chapter. The position is frequently conferred as an honorary one. (in the Roman Catholic Church) a member of certain orders of clergy that live communally
according to an ecclesiastical rule in the same way as monks. (Placed approximately.)
37. Ed. Avarice: extreme greed for wealth or material gain. (Placed approximately.)
38. Ed. Panegyrics: a public speech or published text in praise of someone or something. (Placed approximately.)
39. Ed. King Solomon. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon. (Placed approximately.)
40. Ed. A reference to King Solomon. “The wealth of the rich man is his fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor.” See https://biblehub.com/proverbs/
10-15.htm (Placed approximately.)
41. Ed. Royal psalmist: King David (Placed approximately.)
42. Ed. “41 Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a
righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is My disciple,
truly I tell you, he will never lose his reward.” See https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-42.htm. (Placed approximately.)
43. Ed. Vouchsafe: give or grant (something) to (someone) in a gracious or condescending manner. (Placed approximately.)
44. Ed. Cupidity: greed for money or possessions. (Placed approximately.)
45. Ed. Extirpate: root out and destroy completely. (Placed approximately.)
46. Ed. The lyrics to “If I Were a Rich Man” from Fiddler on the Roof, speak to this yearning. See https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/875910/Zero+Mostel/
Fiddler+on+the+Roof-If+I+Were+a+Rich+Man. (Placed approximately.)
47. Ed. This is a reference to McGlynn’s letter to Abp. Corrigan. See “A Statement from Dr. McGlynn, page 1, The Standard, Issue #005. (Placed
approximately.)
48. Ed. Purse: this is the McGlynn Fund. (Placed approximately.)
49. Ed. A priest’s salary was $800 a year. See The Standard, Issue #001. See also “Justice to the Archbishop” in Issue #015, which details the Archbishop’s
various sources of income, in addition to his “marble palace,” salary of $5,000 per year, cathedraticum payments estimated at $15,000, and a $1 fee for
every burial in Calvary cemetery, totaling at least $40,000 per year, at a time when the parish priests earned well under $1,000 per year. (Placed
approximately.)
50. Ed. Victor Emmanuel II (1820-1878) was King of Sardinia from 1849 until 1861, when he assumed the title of King of Italy and became the first king of an
independent, united Italy since the 6th century, a title he held until his death in 1878. Borrowing from the old Latin title Pater Patriae of the Roman emperors,
the Italians gave him the epithet of Father of the Fatherland. . . . Victor Emmanuel supported the Expedition of the Thousand (1860–1861) led by Giuseppe
Garibaldi, which resulted in the rapid fall of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies in southern Italy. However, Victor Emmanuel halted Garibaldi when he appeared
ready to attack Rome, still under the Papal States, as it was under French protection. In 1860, Tuscany, Modena, Parma and Romagna decided to side with
Sardinia-Piedmont, and Victor Emmanuel then marched victoriously in the Marche and Umbria after the victorious Battle of Castelfidardo over the Papal
forces. This led to his excommunication from the Catholic Church until 1878, just before his death in the same year. He subsequently met Garibaldi at
Teano, receiving from him the control of southern Italy and becoming the first King of Italy on 17 March 1861. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Victor_Emmanuel_II. (Placed approximately.)
51. Ed. Excommunicated nominatum: excommunicated by name. See footnotes in The Standard, Issue #023. “Excommunication by name” is first
mentioned in Issue #025. (Placed approximately.)
52. Ed. Tittle: a tiny amount or part of something; archaic: a small written or printed stroke or dot, indicating omitted letters in a word. (In headlines, McGlynn
is often rendered as M’Glynn.) See also http://blog.dictionary.com/tittle/, which suggests that a tittle is the dot portion of a “j” or “i,” and https://
www.gotquestions.org/jot-tittle.html, which cites Matthew 5:17-18; see https://biblehub.com/context/matthew/5-17.htm. (Placed approximately.)
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[continued from page 2]

← continued from p. 2 that come to us here by studying the lessons of time, these opportunities for goodness that

come to us here by fulfilling the tasks and duties of time, these opportunities of cultivating the sense of the

beautiful with which we but improve the human sense with the religious sense of the significance of the beautiful

—all these things take on an infinite and eternal value.

There are, I believe, not a few who are in great sympathy with us in this movement for the abolition of poverty

who, not very long ago, were so outraged, so incensed against what had been presented to them as the teachings of

religion that they hated the very name of religion because of what it was supposed to stand for. There have been

not a few whose sense of justice has been so outraged that when they were told that injustice prevailed by the law

of God, they found it in their hearts to curse God. Those who shall still persist in denying the existence of a God,

denying the immortality of the soul, the spiritual and eternal sanctions of the teaching of liberty, equality and

fraternity are illogical. They agree substantially with those who are the robbers and oppressors. If you abolish the

moral side of this question, and therefore its religious side—for all essential morality is essentially religious and

requires the sanction of the unseen, the spiritual and eternal—you have simply reduced the whole thing to a brute

scramble. That is the sin of modern society, that we can only take away by preaching true religion, by showing that

God’s law is justice, that God is the Father of all, and not the stepfather of any (applause), that the common

bounties of nature were created by the All-father equally and undividedly for all of His children.

And I have purposely in the remarks I made a moment ago spoken of some of these friends of ours, who a little

while since seemed to hate the name of God. We are able to give testimony on this platform that not a few who a

little while ago hated religion and God, hate God and religion. no longer. (Deafening applause.) It was a

magnificently noble, as it was a heroically courageous thing, for Henry George (great applause) to say to such as

those that the very hatred of their hearts, the bitterness of the curses on religion that they seem to belch forth in

blasphemy, were but a tribute to their outraged sense of divine justice (applause), and that even in their very

blasphemies, and in their expressions of hatred, they were paying a higher tribute to the justice of God than is

paid by those high and dry and moth eaten men who sit in the front places in the churches and synagogues. (Great

applause.)

Now, therefore, with all I have said here to-night, I am prepared to repeat, with all the fullness of their sweet and

blessed significance, the words of the Master, “Blessed are the poor.” Blessed are the poor because the gospel is

preached to them (applause); because, as has happened time and again, God, tired of waiting to hear from the lips

of his chosen ones the words of truth that could console the hearts of the masses, could wait no longer and must

raise up fishermen and laymen who have preached the gospel that was preached, when preached at all, but

palteringly and falteringly from the lips of the ministers of God.

And I say it with all humility and deference, I, taught in the schools of the propaganda, I, a priest of the Catholic

church, had to wait until I read the work of that messenger of God, Henry George (deafening applause), to see the

truth with a clearness of vision that had never before been vouchsafed to me, to find in clearer language than had

ever occurred to myself, the propounding of the terrible problems on the one hand and the perfect solution of

them on the other. (Applause.) I had to wait until I could learn from that man to see more clearly than I had ever

seen before the simple remedy, and to learn from him at least a little of the hercismsic of going out to the world, no

matter how unpleasant or how unpalatable it might be (great applause), either to the cupidity and the stupidity of

the privileged classes or to the unfortunate wretches among the masses who are so besotted in their slavery that

Sic in the original; probably “heroism”.
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they no longer know the cause of their suffering and have learned almost to love their chains and their very

dungeons. (Applause.)

So I say to that good lady in Philadelphia—to her and to all other doubters—yes it is true that the chief and most

powerful attraction that we find in this crusade is the religion that is in it. (Applause.) We feel that it has the power

to inspire our minds with divine enthusiasm, and to fill our hearts with a frenzy that shall give us no rest till we

shall have made the doctrine of this crusade the common practical doctrine of mankind. (Applause.) We see with

clear vision that the abolition of poverty will largely mean the abolition of crime. It will make easy and common

the full observation of the moral law. It will extirpate a large part of the inherited tendencies to vice and

drunkenness. It will restore to men the dignity that God intended they should enjoy when man walked hand in

hand with his Father in the dawn of the world. It will once more enable men relieved of the horrible pressing

necessities that now degrade them below the condition of the brute, to walk the earth with heads erect, with

leisure to study and to pray, to converse with the God of nature, and to rise, as philosophy and theology teach

them, to the love of nature’s God. “Through the visible things,” says the apostle, “man can rise to the knowledge of

God’s invisible things, even of His very godheadsic.”. (Applause.)

And so we who are teaching this truth are doing a great service to humanity. We are doing a great service to

religion itself in teaching men a truth that is chiefly a religious one, and in teaching them to adhere to it in spite of

the opposition and curses of those who think they have a monopoly of religion. (Applause.) We are actually doing

not a little, and please God we shall do more in the future, to prevent vast masses of men from becoming totally

irreligious.

And what am I going to do? I asked that question here two weeks ago, and I said: “To be continued in the next

chapter.” I suppose I should be thwarting your legitimate curiosity if I should fail to give some answer. I intend to

keep on doing just what I have been doing. (Great applause.) And what would I advise you to do? I would advise

you to go on precisely as you have been going on. (Great applause.)

In a certain letter to a certain gentleman last December I said: “I have taught in articles, in speeches and in public

interviews, and I shall continue to teach as long as I live, that these general bounties of nature were created for all

the children of men, and not for individuals. That therefore private property in land is against natural justice, no

matter by what civil or ecclesiastical laws it may be sanctioned. And I would if I could instantly bring about such a

change in the laws all over the world as would confiscate private property in land without one penny of

compensation to the miscalled owners.” (Great applause.) That was last December, and nothing that I know of has

happened since to make me change my mind in the slightest degree on that subject. (Applause.) I knew what I was

saying, and I meant what I was saying, that I would continue to teach that doctrine as long as I should live.

(Applause.)

I am going, with the help of God, as long as I live, to preach the gospel to every creature who will do me the honor

of listening to me. (Applause.)

What am I going to do about that excom-

p. 3, col. 2
munication? I am going to maintain what the strategists used to call “a masterly inactivity.” (Laughter.) In other

words, I am going to do nothing—simply going straight ahead. How about abandoning the pulpit for the platform?

It was not I who abandoned the pulpit. I was clubbed out of it. How about ceasing to be a priest and becoming a

politician? I have never ceased to be a priest, and I am not going to be a mere politician. (Great applause.) But

wasn’t it a mistake on my part to be preaching politics in church? I never did preach politics in the church.

Sic in the original; probably “godhead.”.
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(Applause.) There are a few hundred people here, I think, who can bear witness to that fact. (Applause.) But, after

hearing confessions on Saturday and, for that matter, every day in the week, and for five, six, and nine and ten

hours on some days, and after saying two masses on Sunday and preaching ten sermons at the various services,

from 5 o’clock in the morning until 9 o’clock at night—then if on a Monday evening. assic a matter of recreation,

instead of visiting my friends and playing cards and drinking punch (laughter and applause)—I don’t mean to say

it would have been a sin for me to drink a little drop of punch in moderation, and to play a little game of cards,

but, as a matter of fact, I didn’t have any inclination that way—I chose to go once to Chickering hall and once to

this hall to say a good word for the masses, I really don’t see where was the harm. And that was the extent of my

preaching politics.

I am preaching politics now a little more than I used to, largely for the same reason that the stars continue to shine

—because they have nothing else to do. (Applause and laughter.) I was a poor man out of a job, and thanks to the

kindness of my friends I had a little purse to keep me going for a couple of years or more (a voice, “There is more

where that came from”), and in order to keep myself in healthy exercise, if for nothing else, I had to do something,

and being more of a preacher than anything else I am keeping at the preaching. (Laughter.) And now I am doing

what I never was guilty of the indiscretion of doing, even in the basement of the church, as many pastors have

done. I preach a little bit of political economy and politics and still more of religion, and I am going to do that as

long as I can. (Applause.)

But how about the religious part? How about the excommunication? Am I going to establish a new church? Of

course not, why should I? Do I advise you to join any other church? What do you take me for? Do you think I

preached those truths simply because I was paid for preaching them? Between ourselves, the pay wasn’t a very

extravagant inducement. (Laughter.) I hardly think so humbly of myself as not to think I could have got as good a

living at any other trade. What I preached I believed and I still believe and shall believe as long as I live. (Great

applause.)

And so I have no quarrel with any of the doctrines of the Catholic church or with her sacraments. I beg and

entreat all those who come within my influence if they love those truths and sacraments to adhere to them as the

most precious things in life, and I wish the whole world to see those truths as I see them and enjoy those

sacraments as I do not enjoy them. (Applause.)

They have excommunicated me. They have singled me out. They did not do that honor even to Victor Emmanuel,

who, as they said, was robbing the church. He did not even attain to the honor of being excommunicated

“nominatim”—by name. And still I have the same reverence for those sacraments. But if any priest, or bishop, or

pope, makes it a condition of receiving those sacraments that you shall cease to preach an economic truth that you

know to be in the best interests of humanity, then, if necessary, refuse to receive those sacraments (applause,

continued for at least two minutes) on any such unjust and inadmissible condition.

I would teach you to distinguish between the essence of the Christian religion, of the Catholic religion, and the

abuse of an ecclesiastical machine which is prostituting its power for all manner of unworthy purposes, to stifle

scientific truth, to repress national development, and is frequently the worst obstacle in the way of achievement of

national liberty. (Applause.) In questions of secular education; in questions of your national rights, whether here

or in Ireland, or in Germany, or elsewhere, in the matter of political economy as well as in astronomy, simply tell

this ecclesiastical machine to mind its own business! (Great applause.) And when they say they are the judges of

the moral or religious side of the question, you can simply reply that that is but an abuse of their authority; that in

the same way they might interfere with the minutest affairs of individuals and nations, and their interference

would become simply an intolerable nuisance. It is their proper business to teach tenets of morality, to teach tnesic

Sic in the original; probably “Monday evening, as”.
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Christian doctrines that have been submitted to them by Christ and His apostles; but in their interference with

outside affairs they are the most fallible of men. (Applause.)

Now I would advise you to do precisely what I am doing. (Applause.) As far as possible avoid any conflict with that

machine. Receive the sacraments of that church, if you are members of that church, but never sacrifice the

slightest tittle of your liberties to the dictation of that machine. (Applause.) If they should begin now in the

confessional and from the pulpit, and by all sorts of arts that are well known to them, to try and prevent people

from attending these meetings; if any confessor should say to a man: “Do you attend those anti-poverty meeting?”

“Yes.” “Well, I am not going to give you absolution unless you refuse to attend.” Let him reply: “Well, then,

reverend father, keep your absolution.” (Great applause.)

A lady told me that one day she stumbled into a German Catholic church. There was such a disturbance and

hullabaloo in the confessional that she could hardly help hearing much of what was said. “Do you attend any of

those socialist meetings?” The fellow was supposed to say no. “I mean dose Henry Shorge meetings.” “Yes, father.”

“Vell, den, I can’t gife you no absolution.” (Laughter.) I am sorry to say for my poor Irish friend that he lacked the

back bone to stick it out. For the sake of absolution he seemed to promise to attend no more meetings. The next

time he will be more learned and will be able to say: “My dear reverend father, under such conditions as that I do

not care to receive your absolution.” And you will probably find plenty of priests lying around loose in this town

who have the sense to know their theology and to distinguish between religion and the abuses of the machine;

and they will only be too glad to give you absolution, and some of them, in the confidence of the confessional,

might possibly say: “Between ourselves—and you need not say it to anyone else—I wish I could attend those

meetings.” (Laughter.) And the reverend father might make his confession and say: “Between ourselves, I think

they would do me a power of good; they would add a good deal to my economic education and do me spiritual

good. But, my dear child, I am so mixed up with the machine that it would hardly be healthy for me to attend, and

I envy you the privilege.”

If you cannot get any priest to absolve you unless you sacrifice your political rights, then get along without

absolution. Remember it is the teaching of Catholic theology that all

p. 3, col. 3
absolution, to be of any value at all, must come from Almighty God. (Great applause.) And when, through no fault

of yours. by simply maintaining your just political and scientific rights, you are deprived of absolution, then you

can go with a perfect and clear conscience to God Almighty and ask His absolution. And you then can go and

receive the holy sacrament of the Eucharist as often as you please, until they excommunicate you

“nominatim.” (Laughter.) And after a while there will be such a formidable list that it would almost rival the New

York directory with its lists of John Smiths and Thomas Joneses and Michael O’Sheas. And by that time the

priests would have a beautiful time watching out for all the Thomas Smiths and John Browns, to drive them away

from the communion rail. By that time the communion would have to be by card, and nobody would be admitted

to the communion except those who passed inspection at the door or altar, and were certified to be sound on all

political and economic questions. (Laughter.)

But, father, if that should happen—if finally they should excommunicate us “nominatim”—and we should be actually

driven away by main strength from the communion rail, what should we do then? Well, I will tell you when that

time comes.

At the close of the address the chairman announced that the collection amounted to $273.25sic.].

Sic in the original; probably “the”.
Sic in the original; probably ““$273.25.]” or “$273.25.””.
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Arise, ye army of the cross!

  And claim your rights as free-born men.

Advance! the world will spurn its dross,

  And trust your horny hands again!

Arise! nor blush to own your cause;

  The glorious cause of God on earth.

Nor ever in the battle pause

  Till peace supplant the woes of dearth.

The earth is God’s; the earth is man’s,

  And poverty a needless curse!

Be these your watchwords, talismans,

  Till justice guagessic every purse.

The scribes and pharisees of old

  Stained the cross with Christ’s dear blood.

That gift of God, unbought, unsold,

  Still flows to-day for each man’s good.

Be bold ye free! Be bold ye brave!

  The soil is yours by right of birth.

Arise! nor cower like a slave!

  Arise and shake the thrones of earth!

(Rev.) HENRY FRANK.

Jamestown, N. Y., July 21, 1887.

Swift Boats, Good Refreshments, Original Speeches and Advantageous Tides will Combine to Make It an

Enjoyable Affair.

The Anti-poverty society will hold its first grove meeting and excursion on Saturday, Aug. 13, going to Oriental

grove53, on Long Island sound. Preparations have been made for the entertainment of six thousand persons. The

caterers have been given the privilege of selling lunches and refreshments only on condition that they give the

same quantity and quality as would be given in the city for the money. The prices will be conspicuously posted on

all the boats. Dinner will be furnished in the grove hotel for fifty cents.

Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn, Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost and Henry George will deliver addresses at the grove. Bayne’s

band will furnish the music.

A Rallying Call.

AN ANTI-POVERTY EXCURSION.

Sic in the original; probably “gauges”.
53. Ed. Oriental Grove was in Great Neck, near King’s Point, on the south shore of Long Island Sound. A 1901 NYT article said that 62 acres, including the
summer homes of 3 people and Oriental Grove, was rumored to have been sold to J. P. Morgan. See also https://greatnecklibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/
2020/10/stroll.pdf, pp 8-9.
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Tickets will be mailed on August 1 to all the members of the society, from whom they can be bought by those

desirous of attending the excursion. Tickets can also be purchased by mail from Henry George, 25 Ann street, or

Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn, 28 Cooper union. The price is fifty cents each; children, between four and ten years of

age, half price.

The boats will start as follows: foot of West Eleventh street, 8:30 a. m.; foot of Broome, E. R., 9 a. m.; foot of

Eighth, E. R., 9:30 a. m.; foot of East Thirty-second, 10 a. m. The boats must start on schedule time in order to

avail themselves of the advantage of the tides.

LANSING, Mich.—Not long ago the New York Evening Post said that the people of New York were becoming very

“tired” of the George-McGlynn movement. Perhaps the reason why the Post is weary is that some time ago I sent

the editor a copy of a bill then pending before the Michigan legislature, the object of which was to place all state

and municipal taxation upon the value of bare land, relieving houses, barns, machinery, etc., of the burden.

I explained to the editor that, as I understood it, the bill was the first step in the Henry George doctrine. As a firm

believer in that doctrine I introduced the bill into the legislature, and I had no doubt that it was the ultimate

purpose of its supporters to tax land, aside from improvements, to its full rental value.

I further explained to this fatigued editor that the Henrvsic George doctrine was becoming a practical question,

because this bill, although not expected to pass soon, had considerable strength in the legislature; because the

leading daily paper of the state almost openly advocates the Henry George doctrine; because our state bureau of

labor statistics is in sympathy with that doctrine, and because many of our young men—and young women, too—

are studying and accepting it. I reminded the weary editor that many times he had called upon the laboring men

to stop their indefinite complaints and to present a remedy in the shape of a bill ready for legislative action, so

that he could get at it at once, meaning, I presume, that he would then condescend to argue with them. Here was

an honest attempt by some Michigan men to do that very thing, and as their measure had become a practical

question with us I said that he would confer a favor upon many people here if he would show us how to meet the

bill and demolish the arguments with which it is supported. This jaded editor merely replied that the people of

New York were “tired” of the George-McGlynn movement, and in a moment, probably of utter exhaustion, he

declared that under the Henry George theory it is proposed to tax “land owners up to the entire rental value of the

property.”

When he becomes rested, the editor will perceive that these words are sure to convey to one not familiar with

Mr. George’s theory the idea that it is proposed to tax all the land owner’s property, including houses, barns, etc.,

to its full rental value, which, of course, is not the design.

TORONTO, Canada, July 15.—A priest said to me a few days ago: “Dr. McGlynn is a good man; he is a cleverer

man and better educated than Archbishop Corrigan. They cannot raise the finger of reproval against him. Had he

been an immoral man, and fallen into crime, he would have been removed to some distant place, but still

The True Inwardness of the “Evening Post’s” Fatigue.

1. 

What a Priest Thinks.

Sic in the original; probably “Henry”.
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continued as priest. As he happens to run counter to the archbishop, he is to be expelled from the church!” This,

and further remarks of a similar character, rather astonished me as coming from a priest.

W. A. DOUGLASS.

p. 3, col. 4

SYRACUSE, N. Y., June 30.—Two highlands in opposite parts of city, one as desirable for building purposes as the

other. Now suppose, as is the case in this city, one was built up with very fine houses by the rich and the other with

the cottages and dwellings of those in moderate circumstances. If taxes were put on land values alone, would not

the tendency be for some of the rich to build their houses where the poor had settled, sending up the price of land

and consequently the tax, and thus forcing the poor to the less desirable sections? Would not this be eviction?

COLLEGE STUDENT.

Washington heights54 in New York city is a highland which is just as desirable for building purposes naturally as

the highland of Murray hill,55, but the rich do not leave Murray hill to build on Washington heights. A tax on land

values would not influence them to do so. It is not natural advantages alone that make particular locations

especially desirable.

NEW YORK.—Although a believer in your theories I am not yet well enough educated in them to answer all

questions. A friend of mine in supposing a case remarked that two adjoining vacant lots would, of course, be taxed

the same amount under your system. Now, suppose A, who is a comparatively poor man, builds upon lot No. 1 a

small house to be used as a dwelling place and store. B, who is a richer man than A, builds upon lot No. 2 a larger

house, which, by subletting, brings in an income twice as large as A’s. How would the taxes be regulated? I told him

that the land would be taxed in accordance with the amount of improvements on it, thereby making B’s taxes

larger than A’s. I also told him that it was very unlikely that a comparatively poor man would build next door to a

millionaire.

JOS. P. BOYLE.

Your second reply is correct; you are in error as to the first. The two men would be taxed alike if the ground rent

value of each lot was the same.

If B could make it profitable to build a large house on lot No. 2, it would be profitable for A to build a large house

on lot No. 1. It would also be to the best interest of all classes in the community, himself included, that he should

do so. If he could not or would not do it, he ought to take a lot which he could improve up to its highest capacity

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

Nob Hill and Bob Hill.

Another Poor Landlord.

54. Ed. Washington Heights is in the northern part of Manhattan, including the eastern end of the George Washington Bridge. See https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Washington_Heights,_Manhattan. The musical In the Heights is set in Washington Heights, and the film was shot there. A subway ride from 191st
Street to 42nd Street takes 34 minutes; a bus 44 to 53 minutes.
55. Ed. Murray Hill is a neighborhood on the east side of Manhattan, between (approximately) 5th Avenue and the East River, and 27th Street and 40th
Street. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray_Hill,_Manhattan. It is a short walk to 42nd Street.

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 3 of 8

34

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Heights,_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Heights,_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray_Hill,_Manhattan


and let some one use lot No. 1 who would not waste the opportunity it offered. One of the objects of the land

value tax is to compel the best use of valuable land.

Under our present system of taxation B compels his tenants to pay all that part of the tax that falls on the house,

paying nothing himself but that which failssic upon the value of the land. Under the land value tax B’s tenants

would really pay no taxes, for ground value tax would be paid by B out of the rent he would obtain from them

anyhow, and cannot be shifted to the consumer as a house value tax is. Under our present system A pays all the tax

on lot No. 1 except what falls on the store, for he is the consumer as to all the rest of the house.

A little observation will convince your friend that in nearly all the cases that are at all like the one he supposes, A

is not an owner, but a tenant. And whenever A is a tenant, his house rent would be reduced by exemption from

taxes, and the ground rent he pays would not remain in the pocket of his landlord, but would go into the common

treasury.

NEW YORK CITY.—Will you please answer this objection in your “Query” department: “The assertion that wages

are high where land is low, and vice versa, is shown to be untrue by the incontrovertible evidence of department

statisticians at Washington. In Massachusetts and Rhode Island, where land is high, the average yearly wages per

capita are $364 and $340 respectively. In North Carolina, where land is least valuable, wages average but $152 a

head.

PHILO.

These statistics are not trustworthy. They comprehend only wages that are paid by one man to another, throwing

no light on wages earned by independent laborers. And even as to wages paid by employers the figures are

misleading. Unemployed labor in New England is not taken into account at all, while the wages of highly skilled

labor go in to increase the average. It is probable, however, that in dollars the average wages in Rhode Island and

Massachusetts are less than the average in North Carolina. But a workingman can live in greater comfort and

respectability and with less fear of want in North Carolina than in Massachusetts, and that is the best of wages.

There is still another consideration, and it is of chief importance, which the pro-poverty arithmetic man ignores.

Land is not low in North Carolina. In proportion to its general productiveness it is about as high there as in Rhode

Island and Massachusetts. The land of North Carolina is wholly appropriated, and its owners demand for ground

rent all that the laborer can part with and live, just as is done in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In a new country

where free land is productive wages are better than in an old country where there is no productive free land. But

wherever all land is appropriated wages are very nearly equal. Thus, if the statistics quoted were complete and

correct, they would show that the average cost of living among workingmen in North Carolina is $152, in Rhode

Island $340, and in Massachusetts $364.

When it is said that wages are high where land is low, what is meant is that where land is low compared to its

productiveness, wages are high. Thus: If North Carolina land produces 20 and rent is 5. and Rhode Island land

produces 20 and rent is 10, land values are higher in the latter state than in the former; but if North Carolina land

produces only 15 and rent is 5, while Rhode Island land produces 20 and rent is 10, land values are no higher in

the latter state than in the former, but are upon an equality.

Relation of Wages and Rent.

Sic in the original; probably “falls”.
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PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—The other day when arguing with a man about the danger to humanity in general that

would result from one man or a few men owning the earth, as is at present a possibility, I was very much

nonplussed when he said that that was not the tendency, and instanced the general subdivision into separate

holdings of William Penn’s estate, the state of Pennsylvania. I was unable to meet his point, and I would like

p. 3, col. 5

to know what the answer is or where I can find it.

FRANK SCANLAN.

Penn’s farm was large in area, but small in value. Its area has been subdivided, but the value of the parts has, as a

rule, increased in greater ratio than the subdividing process. A few lots in any of the great cities of Pennsylvania or

one of its mines will command greater value in labor products than the whole “farm” would when Penn owned it;

and it requires more labor to become the owner of a farm or city lot now than would have bought a whole county

in Penn’s time. In other words, while there has been a subdividing of the area of Pennsylvania land, there has been

an increase of value which has made it constantly more difficult of access to men who have only their labor to offer

in exchange for an opportunity to labor.

FALL RIVER, Mass.—Mr. George has several times advocated the abolition of all laws for the collection of private

debts, but he has not, to my knowledge, explained the reason or utility of such a step. Those laws may be

defended, first, as police laws. It is the duty of government to preserve order. Creditors should not be obliged to

fight for their dues with physical force. Second, as favorable to the production of wealth. Commerce and exchange

are steps in production. Bills and notes are important instruments used in exchange, a fact recognized in

“Protection or Free Trade.” Would not the abolition of these laws be injurious to private credit and thus to

production?

Trade debts are paid without resort to the courts when they are justly due and the debtor can pay, and it is

no part of the business of the community to determine private disputes or to harass unfortunate debtors.

It is not laws for the collection of debts that make bills of exchange and promissory notes useful. It is

confidence in the financial standing and personal honesty of the makers and indorsers. Bankers rely more

upon the anxiety of makers and indorsers of commercial paper to preserve their credit than upon debt

laws.

CHICAGO, July 5.—Admitting the justice of the principle that to the people, or living generation, belong the

natural elements of the creation, and that no one person should be allowed to appropriate them to his own

Concentration of Land Valuessic,

Debt Laws.

1. 

1. 

2. 

Think It Over, Mr. Nagle.

Sic in the original; probably “Concentration of Land Values.”.
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exclusive use, your proposed method of bringing this principle into practical operation seems to me so obviously

defective that I am surprised that you, too, do not see its impracticability.

Your object is to take the revenues accruing from rents, which now go into the pockets of land or mine owners,

and put it into the city or state treasury. You propose to effect this transfer of money by taxing the land for the

amount the land owner now receives from the tenant. A tax always adds to the cost of an article to the consumer.

It is roughly estimated that the rentals from land are four times as great as all present government taxes. If the

title remains in the land owner, what is to prevent him from charging this great tax to his rent, just as he now does

the smaller tax? Even if you could put all the present government expenses on the land owner, without increasing

the rent, you still would not get more than about one-fourth of the rental value out of it. But what is to hinder him

from continuing to put your taxes on to his rents? Is it not plain that you must dispossess him—in other words,

confiscate for public uses all the private values in land? Does it not involve this? If it does, then proclaim it as

boldly as the abolitionists did the confiscation of slaves before the war, and prepare the way for it! Shall it be

gradual, partial, wholesale, by purchase, or by civil war? You must meet the issue squarely. Which shall it be?

A. F. NAGLE.

And your objection is so frivolous that we are surprised so intelligent a man as you should not see its absurdity.

It is true, as you say, that “a tax always adds to the cost of an article to the consumer;” or, to put it more accurately,

“a tax on a product adds to the value of the product.” The reason for this is that taxes on products are burdens

upon production, which the consumer must assume or production will diminish. In other words, a tax on a

product tends to reduce the supply of that product relatively to demand, and consequently the value rises to meet

the tax. But it is not true that a tax on land values adds to the value of the land. Land is not a product. It exists in

fixed quantity, and nothing affects its value but demand for it. A tax on land values is not a tax on production; it is

a tax on monopoly. It cannot be shifted to the consumer, because the tax does not tend to diminish the supply, as

in the case of products. On the contrary, a tax on land values tends to increase the market supply by making it

unprofitable to hold land on speculation.

If land rentals are now four times as great as all government taxes, one class of the community is drawing an

income from the working class three times as great as all government revenues; and if the land value tax were

imposed to its full limit, public revenue might be four times as great as now. With this we could pay off the public

debt, manage railroads, telegraphs and telephones, as we do the postoffice, at cost or less; run street cars free, as

the owners of big buildings run elevators; provide justly for widows and orphans; revive our commerce with the

world by abolishing custom houses, and in many other ways give all the people the benefit of these great

improvements of our times which has thus far been denied them.

It is not necessary or desirable to dispossess users of land, and the land value tax will not do it, but it will

dispossess mere appropriators.

We meet the issue squarely. You doubt it only because you do not understand the issue. To put all taxes on land

values is to deny the right of property in land. When this shall have been done. and one fourth (if that is the

amount) of present ground rents are taken for public use, it will not be long before the other three-fourths will be

taken also.

RICHMOND, Va., July 4.—(1) I have read “Progress and Poverty” with intense interest; but neither there nor in

your reply to my question in last week’s STANDARD do I see how you secure sufficient fixity of tenure. My

Through a Glass Very Darkly.
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questions wassic: Were B to offer the government a higher rent for A’s farm than A is paying, would A have to pay

that higher rent or give up his farm to B? You say “the government would have nothing to do with the matter.” If A

and B can come to terms, may be not? But if they can’t come to terms,

p. 3, col. 6
B (and one B would be enough) would be justified in letting the government know that the community would be

just so much richer were he to get the farm now occupied by A, and the government, as representing the people,

would not be justified in refusing to accept the highest rent they could get for the people’s land.

Had your land system been in vogue in Israel in the days of King Arabsic need Naboth have been stoned?

W. N.

If A and B cannot come to terms A will continue to occupy the farm. B might be justified in letting the government

know that the community would be so much richer if he got the farm, but the government would not be justified

in getting rich that way. A solitary offer from B would not determine the value of the farm. It is only when people

generally are willing and able to pay a particular price for a piece of land that its value is increased by that price.

So it would be the market value of A’s farm, not B’s solitary offer, that would fix the basis of A’s taxation. The

question would be, “What will A’s farm, irrespective of improvements, sell for in the market?” and upon that value

the tax would be calculated. If A’s farm rises in market value his taxes will rise; if it falls his taxes will fall; if it is

stationary his taxes will be stationary. This secures fixity of tenure. If his farm doubles in value (speculative values

being eliminated) it is because the farm has for some reason become doubly productive with the same labor and

capital; then A can afford to pay double taxes without being any worse off. If, for example, A can produce $100 a

year in grain, paying $25 land value tax, and in consequence of the growth of a city near the farm he produces

$200 in garden truck with the same labor and capital, he can pay $125 land value tax as easily as he paid $25

before. His fixity of tenure would not, therefore, be affected, even if he were assessed five times his former tax. The

only case in which fixity of tenure would be disturbed would be cases of men holding land out of use and in the

comparatively few cases of men who are settled in locations which suddenly change from residence to business

use.

Your ideas of what constitutes land values are sadly mixed if you think Ahab could have driven Naboth off

by raising his land value tax. Naboth’s taxes would have been no more when Ahab wanted his land than

before, for Ahab’s desire in that direction would not, in itself, have increased the value of the land.

In reading “Progress and Poverty,” which it would be well for you to do a second time, do a little thinking as you go

along.

SHAWANO, Wis., June 29.—I read the “Queries and Answers” with interest, and am led to ask if your proposed

land tax and the sacrifices of lands or improvements is in fact very different in result from the present system of

taxation, by which a man is liable to be sold out of house and home for not paying his taxes, and being ousted on

tax titles?

W. S. W.

Very different. We would not tax improvements, nor would we tax land which had no value. If land speculation

were killed, as it would be under this system, no unused land would have value, and a great deal that was used

1. 

1. 

Tax Titles.

Sic in the original; probably “My question was”.
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would have none, while a great deal more would have much less than it has now. As a result of this, no one could

be deprived of a home or an opportunity to work because he was unable to pay taxes, for there would be plenty of

places on which to put a home and plenty of opportunities to work free. Under such circumstances no man would

occupy land which had not a rental value sufficient to enable him to pay the tax and leave him as well off as if he

occupied land on which no tax was imposed.

If a man took possession of valuable land and tried to defraud the community of its tax by appropriating that

value to his own use, the tax would of course be collected of him by some summary process similar in some

respects probably to our present tax sales. But none of the hardships of tax sales would result, for in a state of

society in which every one can get land free, and is not taxed unless he takes up more productive land than that

which is free, no one but a thief would be in arrears for taxes. Under the present system it is honest people who

suffer most from taxation. while thieves of the respectable order profit by it.

J. S., Washington, D. C.—We think your figures are below rather than above the mark, but doubt if there are any

trustworthy statistics on the subject.

FRIEND OF THE LAW, Grand Junction, Col.—A man who used land for pasture would pay taxes on the value of

the land if it had any value; if it had no value he would pay no tax.

J. F. K., Waterford, N. Y.—If the land tax were put in operation there is no reason to fear that the pro-poverty crowd

would be able to influence the assessors to so distribute the tax as to make it unpopular. The poorest man in the

community would not only know whether the tax was honestly laid, but he would also have a direct personal

interest in seeing it honestly collected.

C. H. MATCHELL, Brooklyn, N. Y.—(1) Such lending as there was when natural opportunities were free would be

upon interest.

We do not believe that lending would continue in such measure as to enable whole families to live without

work. When every one could soon accumulate capital of his own production borrowing would tend to

diminish; no one would long want to borrow unless he could make more with borrowed capital than by

producing his own, and owners of capital would expect to get interest by using their capital rather than by

lending it.

It does accord with moral ethics and Christian precept that the lender of capital should charge the

borrower what by himself using the capital he could make in excess of wages.

R. A. MORRIS, New York.—Your proposition that any person in a city of 100,000 inhabitants, desirous of

purchasing vacant land for building purposes, should have the right to apply to the supreme court to have the land

appraised, and upon paying the appraised value should be entitled to a deed therefor, would not prevent

speculation in land, because the appraisement would be on the basis of selling value into which speculation enters.

If the assessment for taxation were made conclusive as to value, your plan would be a good one. It would be more

difficult of accomplishment in this state and less effective, however, than the plan that we propose. There is no

constitutional objection to shifting all taxes to land values, while your plan is unconstitutional; and you would find

it as bitterly opposed by the defenders of vested interests as ours is.

Notes.

1. 

2. 

Sic in the original; probably “King Ahab”.
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Some of our police commissioners profess inability to understand a very simple matter. The legislature of this

state at its last session passed a law giving to any political partysic in the city of New York that had polled as many

as fifty thousand votes at the last preceding election the right to have appointed for it one inspector,57 for each

THE STANDARD.

THE NEW INSPECTORS.

Sic in the original; probably “party.”.
57. Ed. Inspector: that is, a pollwatcher who observes the counting of ballots.
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election district. There is nothing remarkable about this language, for such party names as “democratic,”

“republican” and “united labor” never are allowed to appear in our statutes. No one in or out of the legislature had

a doubt as to the meaning and intent of the law. Representatives of the united labor party, and of no other party,

appeared at Albany and demanded its passage. The debate showed clearly that the party whose candidate, Henry

George, received over 68,000 votes last fall was the one that the legislators themselves considered as affected by

the bill. No question as to the meaning of the law was ever raised in any quarter until the malevolent ingenuity of

the New York Sun led it to suggest that, though the intent of the law was manifestly to give the new inspectors to

the united labor party, the language of the law was such that Irving hall84 might make a claim to their

appointment. This deliberate proposal of a lawless fraud was bitterly denounced by the leaders of the new party,

and even the democratic World declared that it was a deliberate suggestion of fraud.

On Monday of the present week John McMackin, chairman of the united labor party in this city, called on

Commissioner Voorhis to arrange the preliminaries for the appointment of inspectors, and found that that

gentleman expressed some doubt as to the exact political party entitled under the new law to designate the

commissioners who are to make the appointments. Meanwhile it was discovered that some of the commissioners,

without any formal vote by the board, had prepared blank questions to be propounded to candidates for

inspectorships, one of which read: “Did you support the ticket known as the labor or Henry George and Robert B.

Nooney ticket at the last election?” On Tuesday John McMackin, William S. Gottheil, Michael Foley, John K.

Sullivan and Gideon J. Tucker presented to the police commissioners a written protest against the inclusion of the

words “and Robert J. Nooneysic” in this query. Mr. Nooney was not a candidate of the united labor party, and

though a majority of the members of that party voted for him there were several thousand of them who refused to

do so. The question as framed by some of the commissioners would exclude the latter from their right to serve as

inspectors. It is, of course, well known to everybody, including police commissioners, that Henry George was the

only candidate of the united labor party. Irving hall indorsed Mr. George’s nomination and put forth Mr. Nooney

as its own candidate for president of the board of aldermen. The united labor party had no candidate of its own

for that office, and as both of the old parties bitterly antagonized Mr. George, it was entirely natural that most of

his supporters should vote for Mr. Nooney. The members of the police board, in private conversation, admit this

and do not hesitate to freely say that without this outside aid Irving hall could not have polled even five thousand

votes for its candidate. Since they know this as private individuals it is impossible for them to divest themselves of

this knowledge when they come to act on the matter in their official capacity.

The most remarkable feature of the matter, perhaps, is the fact that nobody on behalf of Irving hall has set up any

claim to the apportionment of these new inspectors, but, on the contrary, that organization has applied for and

received the blanks to which it has, through long usage, been entitled, as one of the three factions comprising the

democratic party: This remarkable solicitude that Irving hall shall secure, by fraud, something that the legislature

never dreamed of giving it, exists apparently only among those who have hitherto been its bitter and

contemptuous enemies.

Now, the real truth of the matter lies right here. Those proposing to defraud the labor party out of its rights have

no desire whatever to benefit Irving hall. They know that that organization cannot provide from within its own

ranks one inspector for each election district in this city. The police commissioners know that prior to the last

municipal election, Irving

p. 4, col. 2
hall was not able to furnish all the inspectors it was entitled to, under the apportionment giving it its share as a

faction of the democratic party. The object, then, of the democratic politicians in thrusting that organization

84. Ed. The Irving Hall faction of the Democratic party was formed by 1880. Future mayor Abram Hewitt was among the participants. See https://
timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1880/04/08/98894050.pdf. See also Chapter VIII of Post & Leubuscher’s Henry George’s 1886 Campaign, at 
https://cooperative-individualism.org/post-louis_henry-george's-1886-campaign-1887.pdf
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forward as a possible claimant of the inspectors awarded by law to the united labor party is to secure the power to

appoint additional inspectors from Tammany and the county democracy.

On the other hand the democratic commissioners, trained in the old school of politics, cannot bring their minds to

comprehend the fact that the united labor party is not a new “hall,” but an organization based on principle and

equally opposed to both of the old parties, and hence they suspect some sort of a “combine” between the leaders

of the united labor and republican parties. Of course this is nonsense, since all that the new party asks is justice

and its legal rights. It does not matter through whom this comes.

The part of political wisdom for all members of the police board is to obey the manifest intent of the law, lay aside

all thought of trickery or fraud and acknowledge without hesitation or further delay the right of the officers of the

united labor party to exercise the powers conferred on them by statute. The case is so clear that we can not doubt

that this will be done; but until it is done it behooves the voters of the new party to keep a watchful eye on the

proceedings. The united labor party is composed of law abiding people who induced the legislature to enact the

existing statute, and who are peaceably demanding their rights under the law. Any attempt to cheat them can only

succeed by violation of law, and the men who attempt that will become practical anarchists. No one can entertain

a fear that the presence of one united labor inspector to two for each of the old parties can enable the new party to

effect any frauds in its own behalf. The attempt, then, to deprive the new party of this right is a confession of an

intention to cheat it again this year as it was cheated last year. If there is any sense of decency or justice left in the

men and newspapers still adhering to the old parties they will protest against such a conspiracy to commit fraud.

Should all other deterrent agencies fail, then at last the courts must be invoked to prevent this wrong.

Meanwhile, however, it is the duty of all conservative people, and especially of all those who believe themselves to

be the saviors of society, to see to it that the work of salvation shall not begin by fraud and law breaking. As the

late William R. Travers remarked, on his way home from the St. Louis convention in 1876: “Ref-form is a very g-

good thing, but its b-bad to b-begin its by b-buyingsic the d-delegates.”

That earnest advocate of prohibition, the Voice, remarks in its issue of July 21:59,88

We cannot, it is true, after careful study, accept Mr. George’s theories, and have said so frankly.

Turning back over our file of the Voice, we find the following in its issue of June 30, which we take to be an

expression of the careful study it has given “Mr. George’s theories,” as it certainly is a frank announcement of its

disapproval of them:

Henry George’s theory is now occupying largely the attention of workingmen. And it sounds pretty enough;

it is captivating to many. “Land for the people.” Yes, “God made the land.” Why not gold and silver “for the

people” in the same sense? God made them. “Tax land up to its full rental value.” That means confiscate it.

But how about the five millions of farmers throughout the country? Tax their land up to the full rental

value? That doctrine is somewhat musical to the ear in the city, but it is discordant enough in the country.

“All taxes must be derived from the land,” says Mr. George. Then suppose the Jay Goulds and the

A FAIR CHALLENGE.

Sic in the original; probably “Robert B. Nooney”.
Sic in the original; probably “b-begin it by b-buying”.
59. Ed. According to Brooklyn FLESH THIS OUT! (Placed approximately.)
88. Ed. It is worth noting that Frances Willard, a founder of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, wrote a two-part “Catechism” of the single tax, which
suggests her whole-hearted agreement with it. (Placed approximately.)
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Vanderbilts and the Astors transfer their vast wealth to the owning and running of fleets of ships, and to

great monopolies like telegraphs and telephones, or any other of a hundred necessities which have need of

little land and by which they would double each decennial their great wealth. You would let these fortunes of

hundreds of millions go almost tax free, although they are protected and made possible by the government.

That will never do. Nor will it do to terribly handicap workingmen in their efforts to own homes, as would

most certainly be the result of Mr. George’s plan. For if the land is to be taxed without any regard to the

value of the house that is built upon it, it will not pay to build cheap houses upon land. The rich man who

would build his million-dollar palace would pay no more tax than the workingman who next door to him

puts up a five hundred dollar cottage, thus giving the millionaire a greater advantage over the poor man

than he has ever yet enjoyed. There is a great good in the object at which Mr. George aims, but he will never

reach that object by his method. His method will harm, not help the workingman. It is delusive in the

extreme.

In an avowed pro-poverty paper, such an utterance as this would not have surprised us. But we confess we are not

only surprised but pained to find the Voice talking in this manner. For the Voice is a journal to which truth should

be very dear, and in the editorials we quote it is guilty of that form of falsehood which consists in the flippant

insinuation of untruth. It gives its readers to understand that it has carefully and thoughtfully considered the

methods of reform advocated by the Anti-povertysic society, the united labor party and THE STANDARD; when,

as is evident from its own utterances, it has done nothing of the kind; and it gives a pseudo statement and

refutation of the theory of that reform which might have been compiled from the columns of the Sun or Star. We

do not believe that the Voice in this matter has been wilfully dishonest; but we cannot acquit it of culpable

carelessness. It has accepted hearsay testimony, when direct evidence was easily obtainable. It has cruelly misled

its readers.

The Voice, like THE STANDARD, sees with clear vision the evils that afflict society. For these evils it thinks to find

a cure in prohibition, and it urges the American people to submit to a serious infraction of their liberties, because

in
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that way only, as it claims, can society be saved. THE STANDARD, on the other hand, believes that to extirpate the

foul weeds of poverty drunkennesssic and crime, the ax must be laid to the very root, and that root it traces to the

system of land monopolization which is the all efficient cause of poverty and its attendant train of evils.

Now, either the Voice or THE STANDARD is making a terrible mistake; and no matter on which side the mistake

may be, the resultant evil to humanity will be the same—the postponement of reform. This should not be, and we

invite the Voice to join us in preventing it.

The Voice asserts that the theory of taxation we advocate is “delusive in the extreme.’ Let the Voice prove this to the

readers of THE STANDARD through the columns of THE STANDARD, and in return let the Voice permit us to

explain to its readers, in its own pages, what that theory is, and why we think it useless to consider minor

questions of reform until the great reform of all shall have been accomplished and land monopoly be swept away.

The Voice readers and THE STANDARD readers alike want truth. Why should not the Voice and THE STANDARD

unite to give them a chance to decide for themselves what is truth?

Messrs. Editors of the Voice, THE STANDARD has the honor to make you a proposal. We offer you whatever

reasonable space you may require in our pages, from week to week, as long as you may find it necessary, on the

sole condition that you extend us a similar courtesy in return. What do you say?

Sic in the original; probably “Anti-poverty”.
Sic in the original; probably “poverty, drunkenness”.
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The Anti-Poverty Society Listens to Reports From Its Officers at Irving Hall.

Thursday night, July 21, a business meeting of the Anti-poverty society was held at Irving hall. Every seat on the

floor and in the gallery was filled, and several hundred persons stood throughout the evening. The entrance of

Dr. McGlynn at a little later than 8 o’clock was the signal for a storm of applause. When the doctor went upon the

stand he spoke for a few minutes in a conversational tone, referring to the frequency with which one hears the

question, “How does the Anti poverty society propose to abolish poverty?” and describing the three main planks

of the united labor party. The doctor then said that the executive committee of the society had decided to ask each

member to endeavor to secure four new members. The members were also asked to sign blanks by which they

would record their willingness to contribute one dollar at such periods as they felt themselves able to do.91

Benjamin Urner, treasurer of the society, made the following statement of its finances:

Receipts from date of organization.

Contributions handed in at various times by individuals………. $247 35

Collections from audiences at public meetings.. 3,513 25

Advertising in programme………. 54 80

Initiation fees of 1,252 members………. 1,252 00

—————

$5,067 40

Payments from date of organization.

Printing and advertising for meetings………. $486 00

Rent of halls………. 2,103 00

Expenses connected with meetings, including music………. 359 36

Tracts and missionary work and expenses connected therewith………. 1,286 17

Expenses connected with demonstration in favor of Dr. McGlynn, June 18………. 533 00

Expenses connected with picnic to be held Aug. 13, 1887………. 70 00

Discount on money (and counterfeits)………. 26 00

Expenses connected with certificate of membership………. 80 00

General expenses, as telegraphing, postage, P. O. box, etc………. 28 15

Two initiation fees, apparently lost in the mail………. 2 00

—————

$4,974 50

Balance on hand………. $92 90

William McCabe, chairman of the excursion committee, reported that he had arranged for the excursion of

Saturday, Aug. 13, to Oriental grove, on the sound. He had hired a steamer, three tugs and four barges.

A BUSINESS MEETING.

91. Ed. The Irving Place Theatre was located at the southwest corner of Irving Place and East 15th Street in the Union Square neighborhood of Manhattan,
New York City. Built in 1888, it served as a German language theatre, a Yiddish theatre, a burlesque house, a union meeting hall, a legitimate theatre and a
movie theatre. It was demolished in 1984. The original building on the site was Irving Hall, which opened in 1860 as a venue for balls, lectures, and concerts.
It was also for many years the base for one faction of the city’s Democratic Party. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving_Place_Theatre. According to 
https://twainsgeography.com/location/irving-hall-new-york, it opened in 1860: The original building on the site was Irving Hall, which opened in 1860 as a
venue for balls, lectures, and concerts. It was also for many years the base for one faction of the city’s Democratic Party. (Placed approximately.)
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In conclusion, Dr. McGlynn said that the Anti-poverty society numbered clergymen of many denominations

among its members and sympathizers.

The Thirteenth Assembly District Speaks.

At a meeting of the Thirteenth assembly district, united labor party, held Wednesday evening, July 20, the

following resolutions were offered by Mr. Frey, and unanimously adopted:

Believing that political ecclesiastics, abetted by politicians and aided by an un-American press, have been

the cause of the unjust and dishonorable treatment of Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn;

Be it resolved, That we highly commend and approve of the patriotism and heroic conduct of Dr. McGlynn,

and will uphold the grand principle that he suffered for by our votes at the ballot box.

Resolved, That we indorse the principles of the Anti-poverty society, and will heartily co-operate with them

in their objects—the restoration of the land to the whole people, ameliorating and eventually abolishing

poverty.

Howled Down.

At a recent meeting of rich men called by the lord mayor of London to inaugurate a fund for erecting a permanent

colonial and Indian exhibition building, the veteran reformer, Thomas Briggs, offered the following resolution:

That in the opinion of this meeting the surest way for her majesty to secure the peace, contentment,

prosperity and loyalty of her subjects would be to repeal all customs and excise taxes and raise the imperial

and local revenues by direct levy from land rents.

The “saviors of society” promptly howled the motion down.

Loyal St. Stephen’s.

The weekly meeting of St. Stephen’s parishioners was held on Friday evening, July 22. Chairman Feeny first

addressed the meeting, voicing the loyalty of those in attendance to their soggarth aroon. Dr. Carey and

Mr. Morris followed, their addresses being received with hearty applause. Miss Munier sang. The parishioners are

arranging for a picnic, to be held Aug. 23, at Jones’s wood.

Good Work in Wilkesbarre.

WILKESBARRE, Pa., July 20.—I am meeting with great success in making converts for the land and labor party. I

believe that when we come to organize a club, which we expect to do very soon, we will be able to commence with

at least 100 members, and that 500 other citizens will be in warm sympathy with us.

C. S. H.

In the Right Direction.

BOSTON, July 18.—The land question is attracting general attention. At one of the workingmen’s Sunday

meetings a resolution that “land values should be appropriated for public uses” was, after debate, adopted by a

unanimous vote.

E. M. WHITE.
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Toronto Labor Reformer.

There was once a farmer in Perslasic who was fond of pigeons, and he delighted not only to regale himself on

pigeon pie, but likewise to treat his friends to the same when they visited him. He had a roomy, comfortable dove

cote for his pigeons, and, as they had the range of his fields, they were always plump and in good condition.,93

Now it came to pass that the farmer noticed that something was wrong with his pigeons. Some were bloated and

had stomachs like unto aldermen, so much so that they could hardly fly by reason of their superabundant fatness,

and their feet were swollen with a singular disease, which some learned doctors called gout. But the greater

number of the pigeons were thin and emaciated; their feathers drooped, and they had not flesh enough to justify

the expenditure of a hungry man’s time in picking their bones.

And it was so that the farmer was greatly distressed and puzzled to know what might be the matter with the

pigeons, and he consulted with his friends, and with learned men, if so be that they might enlighten him.

And one said it was because the pigeons were becoming too numerous, for, said he, “they are increasing in

geometrical ratio, while their means of subsistence—that is, the grain in the fields—only increases in the

arithmetical ratio, and their population is pressing on their means of subsistence.” This man, therefore, advised

that the farmer should take means to repress population.

Another of the learned men said that the evil plight of the pigeons was due solely to the fact that they had

produced too much grain. It was evident, this man averred, that the pigeon labor market was glutted, and that the

miserable condition of the pigeons was because of this.

Then the farmer gazed at the corpulent and gouty pigeons and thought that verily this was the correct

explanation; but, anon, his eyes fell on the shrunken and scraggy ones, and he said, “Go to, it is unseemly to mock

the afflictions of the distressed.”

Then spake a third wise man, and he said, “Behold, it is the work of Allah, and it is not meet that we should find

fault with that which he doeth.”

Now the farmer was sorely grieved about his pigeons, and was a man of hasty and ungovernable temper withal, so

he seized a flail and swore at his friends, and drove them away, and he said, “Behold, I will find out about this thing

for myself.”

And he took a ladder and climbed up into the dove cote, and he concealed himself so that, perchance, he might

find something out.

Now this is what he beheld:

In the middle of the floor stood a great mountain of grain, and on it sat the fat and gouty pigeons, and amused

themselves by tossing it about and befouling it. These pigeons, the farmer noticed, had badges, one being labeled

“Railway King,” another “Landlord,” another “Banker,” another “Insurance King,” another “Stock Gambler,”

another “Loan Company Manager,” and so on.

THE FARMER AND THE PIGEONS.

Sic in the original; probably “Persia”.
93. Ed. The FIRE sector – Finance, Insurance, Real Estate – and monopolies were covered pretty well on that list of fat pigeons. (Placed approximately.)
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And the farmer noticed that the lean pigeons were continually coming and going, and each, as he came in,

delivered up all the grain he had gathered in the fields to the fat pigeons, who cast it on the heap, after devouring

all the choicest ears. The farmer also noticed, what he had not before observed, that among the lean pigeons were

a number that, while still lean, were not so gaunt and scraggy as the rest; these also had badges labeled “boss” or

“employer.” They were in charge of separate flocks of pigeons, and their duty was to see that each pigeon in the

flock gathered all the grain he could.

Now, when the lean pigeons were hungry, the “bosses” and “employers” approached reverently unto the fat

pigeons, and received small quantities of grain from the heap in the center of the floor, and, after selecting the

best they could find and devouring it, they cast the remainder to the flocks.

Then the farmer said to himself: “I now perceive the whereforeness of the why. There are not too many pigeons;

neither do they produce too much; neither can Allah be blamed for the evil plight of my pigeons. It is because they

do not divide with fairness;” and he answered and said: “Bismillah! I will reform this thing, and do it speedily.”

Then he seized the fat pigeons that stood on the grain and befouled it, and having wrung their necks, he turned to

the lean ones and said: “Wherefore did you submit to this sort of thing?”

And one of the “employers” said: “Behold, I submitted because I hoped to some day be promoted to stand on the

heap myself.”

And one of the leanest of the pigeons said: “Behold, I submitted because I hoped to some day be an ‘employer,’

and, it might be, even to stand on the heap.”

And many others spake in like manner, but some said, “We submitted because those black pigeons with white

bands on their necks told us that the fat pigeons, whose necks you have twisted, were ‘the powers that be,’ and that

they were ‘ordained of God,’ and, though we did not know what such words might mean, we were sore afraid, for

they also told us that if we were disobedient to these ‘powers’ we would be baked and roasted after we died.

Besides these black pigeons, and many others, said that that fat pigeon called ‘Landlord’ owned the fields, and that

we had no right to gather grain without his consent.”

And a few said, “We would not have submitted, but we knew it would be in vain to resist, for, behold, these other

lean pigeons, though they suffered as we did, were ever willing to beat and kill any whom the fat pigeons desired.”

The farmer was exceeding wroth with the fool pigeons, and said a great many disparaging things about them. But,

at last, as he was leaving the dove cote, he said, “Now go to work, gather all the grain you can, and eat it till you are

fat, and if ever I find you allowing a lot of lazy drones to live off your industry, I’ll wring all your necks.”

Ever since that time the farmer’s pigeons are happy; none so fat that they cannot fly; none are lean and scraggy,

but all are plump. And when any wise men begin to talk to that farmer about “over production” or “over

population,” he grabs his commonsense flail and promptly hammers sense in their heads, or breaks them. And I

wish more farmers had flails and knew how to use them.

How is This?—Even Corrigan Allowed That God Meant People to Have Water.

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—This city is supplied with water from the Kaw (Kansas) river, which is very impure in the hot

summer months. Near the city are several springs, known as Silver spring, Bethsaida spring, etc. This water is

delivered in the city at five cents a gallon, and is purchased by all who can afford it for drinking purposes.

Consequently to own a good spring in the vicinity of Kansas City is quite a bonanza. Persons will often drive out

to one of these springs and get a good, refreshing drink of clear, pure water, one of God’s most beneficent gifts,

and return with a jugful in the carriage. Recently some ladies drove out to Bethsaida spring, and, thinking they
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were charged too much for their jug of water, asked the owner of the farm as they drove by the house what he

charged a gallon for water. The man, a German, replied in broken English: “Dot dare man down dare pays
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me $2,500 a year for dot spring, and he needn’t give you a dom drink if he don’t want to.” There are enough

springs in and near Kansas City to supply all the inhabitants with good drinking and cooking water. Do they all

get their share? The reply of the German to the ladies answers the question.

J. E. F.

A Meeting at the Grand Opera House in Brooklyn at Which Good Work is Promised for Next Fall.

A meeting was held last Sunday night at the Grand opera house, Brooklyn, under the direction of the united labor

party of Kings county. Victor A. Wilder, chairman of the county committee, presided. Mr. Wilder said: “The labor

movement in Kings county has made favorable progress, and our party now presents an organized fighting force

and is prepared to contest the questions at issue at the polls. After repeated contests within our own ranks, chiefly

with the emissaries of the old parties, which contests have served only to bind us closer together, we are prepared

for the coming fight. Here and there there may possibly be some of our nominal leaders who will desert us, but

other and better leaders will be found ready to step into the vacant places. As far as I can see, we have sufficient

brains to carry on this contest, and we have what the old parties do not possess—heart. I have the pleasure to

announce that the Henry George Anti-poverty club has hired the Grand opera house for a series of Sunday night

meetings, to begin next Sunday night, when Dr. Edward McGlynn will be the speaker.”

Mr. Wilder then introduced Henry George as the man who has given the working masses of the country their only

battle cry: “The land for the people.”

Mr. George spoke for an hour on the text furnished by the battle cry. The greatest enthusiasm was roused by the

following words: “Excommunicated though one of them be by his own church, Dr. McGlynn, and Father

Huntington, the Rev. Mr. Pentecost and the other clergymen who are in sympathy with us are to-day preaching

the real, essential truths of Christianity, and are doing more to imbue the masses of men with real hope and true

faith than all those preachers of the ‘poor you have always with you,’ and the blessedness of poverty. This

movement must conquer. It is going forward, and day by day and night by night people are coming to our ideas.

When these ideas once get hold of a man they never let him go. Those whom we get, we keep. Every man and

women who comessic to us will in time bring other men and other women. Let us show a good front, then, in the

next election. We will do it in New York, if you men in Brooklyn keep up your end. Show your strength by your

votes next November, and you will see how respectable we suddenly shall become. The land question is not

everything, but it is the fundamental thing. The labor classes have been groping for a better state of things. Now

they are beginning to find out how to get what they want. The equality we are aiming at is not an equality of

earning, but an equality of opportunity.”

THE MOVEMENT IN KINGS COUNTY.

Sic in the original; probably “Every man and woman who comes”.
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A Specimen of the Best They Can Do.

NEW YORK, July 11.—Here are some gems of logic from an erudite theologian of this city. This gentleman, in

conversation with me a short time ago, unaware that I had any convictions on the land question, made the

following statements:

Henry George proposes to tax away all value of the land so that the land owners can get nothing from it,

not even a living.

If private ownership in land is unjust then any man has a right to put his neighbor off the land.

It has been the universal opinion of mankind that private ownership in land is just. Therefore it is just.

The scriptures are authority for the justice of private ownership in land. Ananias was struck dead for lying

about the receipts of the sale of his land. St. Peter said to him, “Why did you lie to me; the land was yours to

sell?” Therefore private ownership in land is just.

The church has always held private ownership in land to be just. Therefore it is just.

The man who takes up and improves a pieces of landsic gives form to the land, just as the sculptor gives

form to a piece of marble. Therefore the land belongs to the improver, just as the statue belongs to the

sculptor. Therefore private ownership in land is just.

Henry George says the land of a nation belongs to the people of that nation. So it does—to the people as a

whole. But that is not to say that each individual is entitled to a share of it.

George makes great stock of Ireland in support of his theories. It is well known that the misery of Ireland is

due not to private ownership of land, but to the tyranny of the English government, which will not permit

Ireland to open up and work her natural resources.

I distinguish between pauperism and poverty. The relief of pauperism must be accomplished by the

Christian acts of Christian men. It is only since the Christian spirit has left men’s hearts that some men are

paupers. The rich have too little charity. In the middle ages there was no pauperism, because men possessed

the proper Christian spirit.

While asserting the justice of private ownership in land, I say that monopolies that oppress the poor should

be restricted by law. Men should be forbidden by statute from accumulating wealth over a certain amount.

Christ says, “The poor ye shall always have with you.”

Our conversation wasn’t illumined by any more scintillations of controversial brilliancy.

This reverend philosopher has written a “refutation” of your land principles that is highly regarded in pro-poverty

circles. In it he makes a great point of the so-called analogy embodied in statement six of this letter. It is plain to

be seen that following out the lines of thought laid down above, this defender of the divine institution of poverty

has safely intrenched private ownership of land among the most unassailable of eternal truths.

CATHOLIC MCGLYNNITE.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Sic in the original; probably “improves a piece of land”.
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The Pope Has Lost the Doctor, and Captured All the Editors.

Cooley’s, Norwich, Conn., Weekly.

There is no great loss, it is said, without some small gain. The pope has lost Dr. McGlynn, and captured all the

great American editors from New York to Podunk. The strictly spiritual and religious tenet of the “land theory” is

responsible for the conversion. It will of course be remembered by all devout New Testament readers that the

founder of the church, in His Sermon on the Mount, declared His unequivocal belief in the right of “private

ownership in land.” At the same time he stated no less plainly that all persons who did not honestly believe this

doctrine should be excommunicated ipso facto, nominatim et seriatim, et verbutimsic and they could not expect

Christian burial and could not inherit the kingdom of heaven. It will be observed that he talked very differently on

this occasion from what he said to the young man who had “great possessions,” or to the “money changers.” Indeed

we would advise “ecclesiastical superiors” everywhere to get a copy of the Bible and read the remarkable sermon

we have quoted from; it might interest them. They ought to know something about the opinions of this

remarkable man.

p. 4, col. 6

The progressive dinner party, introduced in New York last season by Mrs. Allan Forman, is growing popular at

Newport. The plan is that the guests are invited so as to be divided evenly by four. The little partie carree tables are

set about the dining room, and have a little stack of clean serviettes upon a corner of each one of them. A host and

hostess are selected for each table, and they remain there throughout the entire dinner, but as soon as a course is

finished their two guests betake themselves to another table, and a new pair arrive from the table beyond. Of

course this requires plenty of efficient service to remove and place fresh glasses and prevent any hitch, but then

only rich people can indulge in these experiments. The result is a great deal of animation, and one is sure to have

at least two or three good partners during the feast, and, from its novelty, it is a great promoter of conversation

and amusement. As many as ten tables can easily be arranged, and as the guests go from table to table between the

courses, there is generally music in the conservatory from mandolins or the like. This consumes so much time that

the dinner serves for the whole evening, and the guests go almost immediately after, leaving the hostess

unexhausted by that trying half hour after dinner which she so much dreads. Favors are served sometimes with

the last course, and some of the devices and the decoration of these small tables this summer have been very

unique and amusing.—[Exchange.

Mrs. Kitty O’Brien of Morristown, N. J., was evicted last April. Since that time she has lived around in her

neighbors’ back yards. On Thursday last this last refuge was denied her, and at last advices she was camped in the

street, with her few household goods piled around her.

Mr. W. K. Vanderbilt of New York has rented for the shooting season Lord Lovat’s Inverness shire seat, Beaufort

castle, together with his lordship’s grouse moor, deer forest and salmon fishery.

A Scotch estate put into the market last week was specially recommended for the reason that there were “no

crofters on the land or anything to disturb sport.”—[London Justice.

It costs $2 a week to board an aristocratic cat in New York city when the aristocratic family which owns the

aristocratic cat goes to the aristocratic Newport.—[Boston Record.

SOCIETY NOTES.

Sic in the original; probably “verbatim”.
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Mary Oberly, a French woman, was arrested by an agent of the Society for the prevention of cruelty to children,

charged with baby farming. She lived in a foul basement at 521 East Fifth street, and when the place was entered

yesterday the dead body of an infant was found, while a child of seven weeks was asleep unattended on the floor.

The doors and windows were closed, and the air in the room was stifling.

The best society swims. There are now in the vicinity of Fifth avenue several bathing establishments which

represent a very large outlay of capital, and which are patronized only by people of high social pretensions. One of

them is in charge of an acute and shrewd Swede, who says openly that he will not allow any “middle [class?]

people” to visit his place. “I never touch anything,” he said to me one day. composedlysic, “which is not of the upper

crust. I instruct the aristocratic people of New York how to swim; I will not have anything to do with the humbler

elements of the town. This is partially because I like it, and partially because a bath that is run exclusively for the

best class of society will be liberally patronized. My plaee,98 occupies four city lots, for which I paid $85,000

before I began to build.—[Mail and Express,62.

Mrs. Langtry63,101 is now engaged in inspecting land in Los Angeles. It is said that the strife over her among the

land agents has reached such proportions that several men engaged in booming villa tracts have given her lots free

for the sake of advertising the beauty as a future resident of their town.

Roland Nickerson, the son of the president of the First national, has bought a yacht at New London. Will Armour

has just paid $25,000 for one, which he will rendezvous just opposite, at Watch hill. These young fellows have so

much money that they are probably permanent yachtsmen. Roland Nickerson will some day come into a fortune

of $5,000,000, and is given an allowance now that makes it easy for him to run a yacht, or a railroad train, if he

chosessic to. Will Armour is supposed to have a million in his own right, made by his father out of the great

elevators built to hold the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy grain. Hobart Taylor, the son of a millionaire agricultural

implement maker, and credited with being one of the very rich young men of the city, has a yacht at New York.

Arthur Ryerson bought one last year. This is the direction the yachting fever is taking now—not to build and keep

great vessels on the lakes, where it is perilous always to sail them, and where there is little to see when one does

sail, but to keep them for ocean trips. The vessels built and kept here have always been a disappointment to the

owners. Archie Fisher’s splendid Idler is tied up to a dock somewhere along the river front, and will not be used at

all this season. The Countess has become a co-operative affair, and can, it is claimed, even be hired by the day, a

poor estate for a gentleman’s yacht to drop to. At Geneva lake some of the steam craft there are expensive affairs,

costing as high as $10,000 apiece, but the narrow range of their duties makes them uninteresting. Four rich young

Chicagoans now have their own vessels on the Atlantic. It is a fashion that will probably grow amazingly, and in a

year or two there may be a whole Chicago squadron in salt water.—[Chicago Herald.

The Rev. Mr. Arnold, who keeps a “Christian” home, where the diet was potatoes and water, at Humboldt park, Ill.,

was arrested for ill-treating one of the inmates of the home—a twelve-year-old boy.—[National Republican.

Sic in the original; probably “one day, composedly,”.
Sic in the original; probably “place”.
Sic in the original; probably ““build.”—[Mail and Express.””.
63. Ed. Lillie Langtry: Emilie Charlotte, Lady de Bathe (née Le Breton, formerly Langtry; 1853-1929), known as Lillie (or Lily) Langtry and nicknamed “The
Jersey Lily”, was a British socialite, stage actress and producer. . . In 1888, Langtry became a property owner in the United States when she and Frederick
Gebhard purchased adjoining ranches in Lake County, California. With an area of 4,200 acres in Guenoc Valley, she established a winery producing red
wine. She sold it in 1906. Bearing the Langtry Farms name, the winery and vineyard are still in operation in Middletown, California. During her travels in the
United States, Langtry became an American citizen and in 1897 divorced her husband, Edward Langtry, in Lakeport, California. Her ownership of land in
America was introduced in evidence at her divorce to help demonstrate to the judge that she was a citizen of the country. . . . See https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Lillie_Langtry
101. Ed. A german is a complex dance in which one couple leads the other couples through a variety of figures and there is a continual change of partners. 
(Placed approximately.)
Sic in the original; probably “chooses”.
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Besides having their private bands, summer hotels are beginning to have their private acrobats, jugglers,

ventriloquists, or something of the sort to please the guests after dinner.

The New York Sun states that on a recent excursion of the St. John’s guild over 1,100 babies and young children

were taken down the bay for a taste of sea air. One woman, on presenting herself at the gang plank with her baby,

was told that the child was so near death that sea air would be wasted on it, and bidden take it home again. The

poor woman wept as she carried her baby away to die in its tenement house sty.

Mr. Edward Fales Coward, who has been seriously ill at Bristol, R. I., is now convalescing He is visitingsic with his

mother’s relatives in Bristol. Mr. Coward’s many friends will be most happy to hear this encouraging news. Few

men are more justly popular in New York than he, and his labors in the amateur field have helped to raise many

dollars for charitable purposes.—[Evening Telegram.

Phil Daly’s club house is doing a good business this year. The grounds are among the best kept at Long Branch,

and the flowers are as pretty as some that John Hoey has. There is no concealment about the place, and warm

evenings, with the windows open, it is almost the same as gambling on a lawn.

Alexander Jerome, alias George Thompson, alias Andrew Stryker, was released from state prison in Trenton

yesterday, after twenty years’ imprisonment. He robbed a house in Newark in 1866 and was sent to prison for

thirty years. For exemplary behavior Jerome gained a remission of 3,506 days.—[New York Sun.

It is said that next week there will be four germans given in Newport, for two of which Tiffany is now preparing

the favors, which are to be in silver and turquoise jewelry, and silver card cases, each holding a little ivory tablet.—

[Kansas City Star.

Thinks God Will Damn a Simple Priest Just to Oblige an Archbishop.

Milwaukee Catholic Citizen.

Dr. McGlynn may have forced a perception, even among his censors, of those elements of goodness of motive that

probably prompted his first actions and were intermixed at the beginning of his downfall. But at what a fearful

cost to himself! No man should damn his own soul to save the universe. No man is called upon to do so under the

polity of a just providence.

Sic in the original; probably “convalescing. He is visiting”.
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p. 5, col. 1

Reprinted from the North American Review for August, by permission of Allen Thorndike Rice.

The know nothing64 party of a generation ago, growing out of a secret society, said to have been so-called because

of the affectation of ignorance on the part of its members when questioned as to the society and its objects, had

for its mainspring hostility to the influence of foreign born citizens in our American politics, and particularly a

bitter enmity, very similar to that of the orangemen in Ireland and Canada, toward the adherents of the Catholic

church. The alleged justification of this hostility was the danger to our American liberties and institutions likely to

arise from this foreign influence, and especially from what was considered a foreign religion, the supreme head of

which was in reality a foreigner, an Italian, living 4,000 miles from our country—and, what made it worse, a king

ruling with despotic authority, commanding an army and navy, and treating with this country, as well as with the

monarchies of Europe, as an equal sovereign power. The know nothings conjured up direful visions of menace to

our institutions from an armed invasion of this foreign king and his foreign allies, with the object of suppressing

our hated democratic liberties and institutions. They imagined and asserted that the Catholics of this country

were bound, as Catholics, to hold that they owed primary allegiance to this foreign potentate, and that they would

feel obliged by their religious obligations to the pope to take sides with him in any such conflict. . . . They held that

Roman Catholics, even in politics, must be papists first and Americans afterward, if at all, and that they were,

therefore, unworthy of American citizenship, unfit to be trusted with the sacred responsibility of the ballot, and

still less worthy to hold any public office of trust or emolument. The hostility to foreigners who were not Catholics

was defended on the ground that they had not, and in most cases could not be reasonably expected to have, that

knowledge of American institutions, their growth and history, and that love for them, which come, as a matter of

course, to those of the elder American stock. It was felt that foreign born citizens, in spite of their renunciation of

all foreign allegiance, must necessarily be filled with the habits of thought, the prejudices and the traditions of the

lands they had left, and more concerned about the good or evil fortune of these than about that of their adopted

country. And therefore was it that even with regard to non-Catholic foreign born citizens the know nothings

maintained the maxim: “Put none but Americans on guard!” which maxim bore, in their view, with double force

THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE OLD.

64. Ed. The Know Nothing party was a nativist political party and movement in the United States in the mid-1850s. The party was officially known as the
“Native American Party” prior to 1855 and thereafter, it was simply known as the “American Party”. Members of the movement were required to say “I know
nothing” whenever they were asked about its specifics by outsiders, providing the group with its colloquial name. Supporters of the Know Nothing
movement believed that an alleged “Romanist” conspiracy to subvert civil and religious liberty in the United States was being hatched by Catholics.
Therefore, they sought to politically organize native-born Protestants in defense of their traditional religious and political values. The Know Nothing
movement is remembered for this theme because Protestants feared that Catholic priests and bishops would control a large bloc of voters. In most places,
the ideology and influence of the Know Nothing movement lasted only one or two years before it disintegrated due to weak and inexperienced local leaders,
a lack of publicly proclaimed national leaders, and a deep split over the issue of slavery. In parts of the South, the party did not emphasize anti-Catholicism
as frequently as it emphasized it in the North and it stressed a neutral position on slavery, but it became the main alternative to the dominant pro-slavery
Democratic Party. Know Nothings are occasionally referred to as an antisemitic movement due to their zealous xenophobia and their religious bigotry;
however, the movement was openly not hostile towards Jews because its members and supporters believed that Jews did not allow “their religious feelings
to interfere with their political views.” The Know Nothing Party, prioritizing a zealous disdain for Irish Catholic immigrants, reportedly “had nothing to say
about Jews”, according to historian Hasia Diner. In New York, the virulently anti-Catholic Know Nothings supported a Jewish candidate for governor. See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Know_Nothing.
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on the unfortunate foreign Catholics, who were considered twice foreign, since to the disadvantages of their

nativity they added the much more serious one of, as it was supposed, a blind and absolute obedience, from

religious motives, to a foreign power.,105

To us of this generation it must appear that the fears, if they were honest, of the know nothings, for the immediate

future of America, were ludicrously exaggerated. The proportion of foreign born people and of Catholics to the

people of old American and non-Catholic stock was then much less than it is to-day, and the importance of

foreign born citizens and Catholics in their influence on politics, and in the number, dignity and power of the

offices held by them, was quite as disproportionate. We may well surmise that a large part of the zeal of the know

nothings of that day was prompted by an insensate and vulgar theological hatred, precisely of the kind that still

makes orangemen and Catholics beat and kill one another year after year in Ireland, and again was largely

stimulated by base selfishness and envy in the matter of a few wretched political offices held by Catholics and

foreigners, not very often rising righersic than tide waiterships,71 and similar positions. The Roman Catholics of

that day were evidently so conscious of their comparative fewness and their utter inability to do, if they would, the

dire things charged to them in intention, that, fearful of religious broils in which they could, as a rule, be only the

victims, they made haste to disclaim with the greatest vehemence the evil designs and possibilities attributed to

them, and more than one distinguished churchman said that, if necessary, they would themselves take up arms to

meet the papal invader on the shore, and to repel him with as much vigor as if he were but an ordinary foreign

enemy. The late Archbishop Hughes, to correct these impressions and to refute these charges, loved to quote the

example of the republic of Venice, waging vigorous war against the soldiers of the pope to defend her interests

and her political rights, while acknowledging the authority of the pope in spirituals, and agreeing with him

entirely in religion. Catholics, both lay and cleric, went out of their way to demonstrate their love of American

institutions, and their pride in American citizenship. Bishops positively forbade that they should be addressed by

the title of “lord” and “lordship,” common in European countries, and nearly all the bishops and priests forbore to

obtrude,67 on the public their dignity or their profession, by those distinctions in dress which are now (to the great

annoyance of the more American-minded among them) actually made mandatory, by the statutes and decrees of

their synods and councils. For similar reasons all foreign-born citizens, whether Catholic or non-Catholic, were

eager to assimilate themselves to the common American type, to learn, if they did not already know, the common

language of our country, and, from choice as well as necessity, they merged their foreign nationality and rapidly

became Americans.

There were not then, as now, in our great cities, and in whole quarters of the agricultural districts of great states,

vast agglomerations of men of one foreign nationality, preserving almost entire their manners, language and

traditions, and by virtue of their numbers making even the public schools in many places use a foreign tongue as

the common vehicle of instruction, and producing the strange spectacle of native Americans of some totally

different stock actually taking on the speech and characteristics of other nationalities. Thirty years ago there was

no thought of what to-day is with many of our foreign-born citizens of other speech than the English, and

especially with their clergy, whether Catholic or Protestant, an avowed hope and intention, through their

influence in public schools, and still more in church schools, of which they have exclusive control, to perpetuate

their foreign tongue, and to make it for all time the language of large portions of the country. To the dispassionate

observer this hope is so wild that it seems incredible that it should be entertained by any man having the least

acquaintance with our country. Yet it has been avowed to me by a German clergyman of this city, who flattered

himself that Great Britain and Ireland were almost exhausted as sources of emigration, while Germany, with her

105. Ed. See note on page 1 of this issue: “By permission of Allan Thorndyke Rice we reprint on the fifth page of this issue of the STANDARD the greater
part of an article by Dr. Edward McGlynn on the new know nothingism and the old, which will command much attention.” (Placed approximately.)
Sic in the original; probably “higher”.
71. Ed. Tide waiterships: (UK, historical) A customs inspector at a seaport who oversees the landing of goods from merchant vessels in order to secure
payment of duties. See https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/tide_waiter.
67. Ed. Obtrude: become noticeable in an unwelcome or intrusive way.
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45,000,000, would continue year after year to pour hundreds of thousands of her people on our shores. This

insane hope is cherished chiefly in Wisconsin and in the 
p. 5, col. 2
valley of the northern Mississippi. The ears of American boys born of German parents are boxed by the religious

teacher in parochial schools in St. Louis for the heinous offense of speaking the common language of America—the

English—and a clerical superintendent, to reproach an American boy of German parents for manliness and

independence, can find no better words to do justice to his reprobation68 than to say, “Du bist ein Amerikaner” (you

are an American). There is a widespread and persistent effort, with scarcely any attempt to conceal it, to

Germanize the Catholic church in the northwest. The means toward the attainment of this is to multiply German

church schools and German parishes and to make the multiplication of the latter an excuse and a justification for

the appointment, with the aid of German cardinals in Rome, of German speaking bishops.

In furtherance of this plan, Germans speaking but imperfectly the English language are appointed pastors over

English speaking congregations, and especially where there is the excuse of the existence in the congregation of a

few German speaking families. This plan has been so successful that the ecclesiastical archiepiscopal province of

Milwaukee, with its German archbishop and its German theological seminary, has been very largely Germanized,

and similar designs for the immediate future are entertained for the great archbishoprics of Cincinnati and

St. Louis. I may as well mention here, as not impertinent to the subject, that a German-American archbishop who

went to Washington to sound the government upon the question of diplomatic relations with the pope, expected,

as his reward for the service, the archbishopric of St. Louis, which, it was hoped, would speedily become vacant by

the death of the octogenarian, Kenrick.

The fact is, as has been stated by Professor Boyesen69 in a recent magazine article, urging restriction of

immigration as a means of preserving our American nationality and institutions, that so great is now the spirit of

foreign nationality among foreign-born citizens, that many among them make no concealment of their sense of

superiority, and of their contempt of Americans, and of American manners and traditions. It can hardly be denied

that in all this there is some danger in the way of the speedy assimilation of the peoples of various origins to one

common American type. If the wishes and designs avowed by not a few of these foreign-born citizens were really

practicable and likely to be realized, we might well brand them as guilty of constructive treason against our

institutions and the best interests of our country; and there would be immensely greater occasion and excuse in all

this for a display of rabid know nothingism than there was for the great ebullition,111 of antagonism to foreign-

born citizens a generation ago. Yet, strange to say, what little we hear to-day of complaint is but a faint muttering

compared to the former storm of denunciation and remonstrance. The two most conspicuous instances of recent

date are the article just referred to, written by Professor Boyesen, himself a foreign born citizen of but a few years’

residence in our country, whose experience, as he tells us, has been chiefly with men of foreign speech—

Scandinavians and Germans—and the utterances of Mr. Powderly, master workman of the Knights of Labor, who,

if the same rule had been applied to his parents coming from Ireland that he would now apply to new comers,

might himself, as some one has said, be carrying turf in an Irish bog, instead of being able, from the influential

position he enjoys among Americans, to warn off later comers. There is surely as much room to-day in widely

increased territory as there was for his parents, and they are as likely to make worthy citizens and to be the

progenitors of as worthy Americans, if this question of foreign immigration and its consequences be but treated

with good sense and statesmanship. The object of Professer,70 Boyesen seems to me a worthier one, and the

danger he points out more real, while the object of Mr. Powderly is but a corollary, logical and consistent enough,

from his standpoint, of that wretched business called “protection to American industry,” which began by taxing

68. Ed. Reprobation: disapproval, blame, or censure.
69. Ed. Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen (1848-1895) of Columbia University. The article was likely “Dangers of Unrestricted Immigration,” in The Forum, July, 1887.
See also a brief mention in The Standard, Issue #048.
111. Ed. Ebullition: a sudden violent outburst or display.
Sic in the original; probably “Professor”.
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and oppressing the whole American people to build up, by quasi monopolies, the fortunes of a privileged class of

manufacturers and other producers. The too often deceived and robbed laboring classes have discovered that

protection does not protect, and those of them, who still believe in the fetich of protection, now begin to deceive

themselves with the false hope of protecting labor by making labor artificially scarce, and therefore by restraining

the increase of population in a country so vast and so wonderfully supplied with all manner of good things that it

would be able to hold and support the population of the whole world72, and in which an average single state is as

large and as well endowed as England, and needs only a population as large as that of England to make it as great

in all respects. The wonder is that it has not occurred to these misguided workingmen to demand the abolition of

the protection that does not protect, once they have discovered how badly they have been fooled, and to substitute

in its stead a prohibitory, or at least an extremely high, protective tax upon the importation of men, and, for that

matter, to be consistent, upon the birth of children.

Strange as is the mildness of the complaint of the new know nothingism, compared with the old, in the protest

against foreign immigration, and strangely unexpected as is the quarter from which the protest comes, stranger far

is the mildness of toleration, or the indifference, and in innumerable cases the actual approval by Americans,

especially by those of them that are represented in the public press, of the attitude of the churches, and especially

of the Roman Catholic church, toward our government, our laws, our American principles, traditions and

institutions. Now that the number of foreign born inhabitants, and still more the number of Catholics, is in a

much larger proportion to the total population, we hear nothing like the former frantic cries of alarm from the

native born and the Protestant. And yet things have been happening within the last few years all over the country,

and especially in our state and city of New York, a mere tithe of which would, but a generation ago, have stirred

the country to a white heat of anger.

But a few years ago many bishops, assembled in the provincial council of Cincinnati, issued a pastoral letter, the

product of the pen of the Scotch bishop Gilmour of Cleveland which was largely a deliberate thesis against our

Declaration of Independence, in the attempt to show that men are not born “free and equal,” and when some

remonstrance was called forth, in not a few instances from Catholics, the Franco-American bishop, Chatard, of

Indianapolis, hastened to justify the manifesto, which he had himself signed, in a letter to a New York paper, in

which he corroborated the teaching of the pastoral letter by quotations from a letter of the pope, whom he

slavishly described as “our present holy father, Pope Leo XIII, now gloriously reigning.” The new generation of

bishops is by no means so averse as were their predecessors to having their ears tickled by the grateful

appellations of “lord” and “lordship,” and nothing is now more common than to speak of and to address an

archbishop by the ducal sobriquet of “his grace” and “your grace.” The bishops, in 
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great majority, are now eager to obtrude their professional rank on the public by the use of a distinctive garb,

wearing about their necks the imperial purple, with which, as well as with wealth and power, the first Christian

emperors began the corruption of the church. And they force the priests to wear, in public as well as in private, a

professional badge known as the Roman collar, of which an old American priest, some years ago, hearing of the desire

of his bishop that the priests should always wear it, said, with bitterness, “I suppose the next thing will be that we

must have the bishop’s name written upon the collar.”

Thirty-five years ago it was extremely rare to hear from bishops and priests the denunciations, now so common, of

the public schools, which, in spite of the hackneyed character of the phrase, have well been called, and may for all

time to come well be called, the palladium73 of our liberties and the safeguard of American institutions. The late

James A. McMaster, editor of the Freeman’s Journal, well known for his rabid hatred of the public schools, stated in

72. Ed. World population in the 1880s is estimated at 1.4 billion. See a 1912 article entitled “Texalia” in West Coast Magazine, April, 1912, page 114 at 
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_West_Coast.html?id=IZ86AQAAMAAJ, showing that the world’s population at the time could fit into the state
of Texas, housed in single family homes on lots of 100’ x 125’
73. Ed. Palladium: a safeguard or source of protection.
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his paper that at the time of the first plenary council of Baltimore, only one venerated prelate and himself took

the correct view of the school question. From this we can gather that the other bishops did not then see in the

public school system the horrors that their successors almost unanimously discover. This is also shown by the

language of the earlier councils of Baltimore, in which, speaking of the public schools, they have nothing to say of

the “godlessness,” the “wantonness,” and the “immoralities” of these schools, of which things we have in late years

heard so much from bishops and priests, and their journalistic organs. One of these earlier utterances,

incorporated in paragraphs 428 and 429 of the second plenary council of Baltimore, shows that so far was it then

from being the desire of the bishops (while complaining of certain inequalities to which Catholics were subjected

in the schools) to restrain Catholic children from going to the public schools, that they made it the duty of pastors

to take an interest in the schools, and to secure in them the rights of conscience of Catholic children. The words of

the council are:

Since often in books in use in the schools there are things which are hostile to our faith, and which place our

doctrines in a false light, and distort history, the welfare of religion, the right education of youth and the

honor of our country demand a remedy for so great an evil. As it is certain that in most of the states public

education is so conducted that it is made to serve the interests of the sects, so that the minds of Catholic

children are gradually imbued with their principles, we admonish pastors that they should spare no pains in

looking to the Christian and Catholic education of children, and should watch diligently to prevent their

using the Protestant bibles and reciting and singing the prayers of the sects. Therefore they should be

vigilant in guarding against the introduction of such books and exercises into the public schools. They

should everywhere resist these sectarian efforts with constancy and moderation, and endeavor to obtain the

necessary remedy from the authorities.

Contrast the moderation of this language, and this inculcation of moderation upon the priests, with the violent

denunciations and gross calumnies of later days. There is now an avowed determination, as shown in the last

council of Baltimore, to establish all over the country a great system of parochial schools in opposition to the

public schools, and it is made the most urgent duty of priests everywhere, under threat of expulsion, to found

such schools. The hope is not concealed that, when the so-called “Catholic vote” shall become larger, the

politicians may be induced to appropriate, through state legislatures or local governments, all the funds necessary

for the support of these schools. This has already been accomplished in Poughkeepsie, New Haven and elsewhere,

and for a brief period during the offensive and defensive alliance between a certain set of priests and the

Tammany ring of the days of Tweed, Connolly and Sweeney, an appropriation procured by legislative trick and

fraud, under the management of Peter B. Sweeney, awarded several hundred thousand dollars to the parochial

schools of New York city. What would the old-time know nothings have thought of this? It should be noted that

these parochial schools, which it is the design to multiply, are exempt from taxation, and that thus the public in

some sense puts a premium upon a system of schools hostile to its own, and so encourages the laying of an

enormous additional burden upon the poor Catholic people who have already paid, directly or inindirectly, their

full share of the taxes for the support of the public schools, which it is now the growing tendency to forbid them

to use, under penalty of privation of the sacraments of the church. Another thing which was almost unheard of a

generation ago, and the suggestion of which, in anything like its present extent, would then have caused the

gravest civil disturbances, is the appropriation of valuable public lands and millions of dollars of public money, to

the support of all manner of sectarian institutions under the control of churches, and especially of the Roman

Catholic church. It may be sufficient, by way of illustration, to refer to the Catholic protectory in Westchester, to

the house of the sisters of mercy in Eighty-first street and to the foundling asylum of the sisters of charity in

Sixty-eighth street, immense institutions supported by the city treasury of New York, at an expense of from half a

million to a million of dollars a year, and the two latter built upon blocks of ground given by the city through the

favor of the Tammany ring, and worth hundreds of thousands each. There is a host of smaller institutions of the

same character, and supported chiefly by the public treasury, to nearly all of which children are committed as to
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public institutions, by the civil magistrates. Would it not be enough to make the elder know nothing bigots turn in

their graves could they hear that vast sums and great public properties are thus turned over to irresponsible

private and sectarian institutions, especially if they could learn that the priests and monks and nuns, whose

institutions are thus benefited by the public, are but the more emboldened to denounce our schools and other

public institutions, in language at times brutal if not obscene, while indulging in unwarranted pharisaic

glorification of their own institutions and of themselves. The extraordinary zeal manifested for the getting up of

these sectarian schools and institutions is, first of all, prompted by jealousy and rivalry of our public schools and

institutions, and by the desire to keep children and other beneficiaries from the latter, and, secondly, by the desire

to make employment for and give comfortable homes to the rapidly increasing hosts of monks and nuns, who

make so-called education and so-called charity their regular business, for which a very common experience shows

that they have but little qualification beyond their professional stamp and garb.

It is not risking much to say that if there were no public schools there would be very few parochial schools, and the

Catholic children, for all the churchmen would do for them, would grow up in brutish ignorance of letters; and a

commonplace of churchmen here would be the doctrine taught by the Jesuits in Italy, in their periodical magazine,

the Civilta Cattolica, that the people do not need to learn to read, that all they do need is bread and the catechism,

the latter of which they could manage to know something of, even without knowing how to read. A confirmation 
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of this is to be found in the very general illiteracy in countries where churches and churchmen have been

exceedingly abundant and have exercised temporal control. It is a remarkable fact that in Italy, France and other

so-called Catholic countries, in spite of the hostility to the government schools, the clergy do not establish

parochial schools. The ecclesiastical authorities of Italy, while willing enough to impose on our Catholic people of

America so heavy a burden, do not dare to try to impose a similar burden upon their people nearer home. But

what, most of all, might seem well adapted to revive and intensify the old hateful and bigoted spirit of know

nothingism, and justify its fears and predictions, is the actual and direct interference in politics of bishops, vicars

general and priests in their ecclesiastical capacity and because of their ecclesiastical influence, to promote the

pecuniary and other temporal objects of the ecclesiastical machine.

Recent instances of this, not a few, could be mentioned. It must suffice here merely to refer to the letters and

messages of the late Vicar General Quinn74 of New York sent to clergymen to secure their influence as churchmen

to defeat constitutional amendments which, even after their adoption, have been practically overridden and

overruled in the interest of Catholic institutions, and to secure the election to the legislature of such men as Mr. J.

W. Husted, because he was willing to favor “generous appropriations;” the instance referred to in this article of the

clerical alliance with the Tweed ring; the letter of Monsignor Preston to Joseph O’Donoghue in the late mayoralty

canvass; the denunciation of one of the candidates and his party from Catholic altars; the secret prohibition of a

priest, who went not as a priest, but as a citizen, to keep his engagement to speak at a political meeting, the chief

demerit of which speech was clearly in the fact that the movement it was intended to help was likely to bring

disaster upon the Tammany ally of the ecclesiastical machine; the abuse of the confessional in forbidding men,

under penalty of refusal of absolution, to attend the meetings of one political party; and last, and worst of all, the

effort of an archbishop in the late election to defeat at the polls by the abuse of his ecclesiastical position the call

for a constitutional convention, which, as the result proved, was demanded by an overwhelming majority of all

those who voted on the question—an effort in full keeping with the action of the same archbishop, when bishop of

Newark, in sending to the Catholic pastors of New Jersey a secret confidential letter, telling them to “instruct”

their people how they “must” vote upon certain proposed constitutional amendments, giving minute details as to

the striking out of certain clauses, and suggesting that for greater surety it might be better that the Catholic voters

should strike out all the clauses. The heinousness of this action will be better understood when it is mentioned

74. Ed. William Quinn, 1821-1887. See http://famousamericans.net/williamquinn/.
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that the object of the proposed amendments was to protect the public treasury, and to prevent the people of

counties and towns from being oppressed and robbed by railroad and other corporations.

From this cursory review of the situation, then and now, it would seem that the fear of the things, the alleged evils

and dangers of which were dreaded, predicted and denounced with such vehemence by the elder know nothings,

would find to-day a hundredfold greater justification. And yet we witness the extraordinary spectacle of the

indifference of the old political parties to the danger, and their actual co-operation in bringing about this state of

things through legislative action. A similar indifference, where there is not positive acquiescence or co-operation,

is to be noticed in the great majority of the journals of the country. The reason of this is not hard to find. It is

actually the fulfilment of the prevision of those who saw in the growth of a vast army of foreign-born voters likely

to be swayed as one man by other than American objects and considerations, and in the growth of an ecclesiastical

power, secret and despotic in its methods, and owing, it was alleged, blind obedience to a foreign potentate, a real

danger to the unity and distinctive characteristics of our nationality, and to the liberties and institutions of our

country. The old political parties, and the newspaper press, which is mostly devoted to one or the other of them,

are now so much impressed with the importance of the Catholic vote, and the adopted citizens’ vote, that they will

not run the risk of alienating either, by shocking even the most unreasonable and un-American prejudices. But

those most active as political leaders and partisans, and those whose opinions get the most airing in the press, are

not the most nor the best of the people of either party. We hear whisperings and mutterings here and there that

portend the speedy crystallization and emphatic enunciation of an American public opinion which, while free

from the vulgar theological hatred and low-minded jealousy against foreign born citizens that characterized the

elder know nothingism, will have something more effectual to propose as a remedy for the grave evils we have

pointed out than the ridiculously inadequate and selfish new know nothingism of restricting immigration, as

proposed by Professor Boyesen and Mr. Powderly.

I do not think that the party that shall adopt this crystalized opinion into its platform will be open to the charge

of know nothingism, whether of the earlier and more virulent, or of the later and weaker sort, and I venture to

predict that this view of the situation and of the remedy will be adopted by the labor party now forming—a giant,

though yet in its infancy—which is adhered to by citizens of foreign birth and by men of Catholic faith as largely

and probably more largely than is either of the old political parties. The remedy must not be one that shall create

an artificial scarcity of population in a land that is crying out for hundreds of millions to come and occupy it and

to produce untold wealth by their labor. The remedy must not consist in any measure that shall abridge the

religious liberties or interfere with the rights of conscience of any man. It must substantially consist in securing to

all men the largest liberty compatible with the liberties and rights of others, and therefore in granting absolute

equal justice to all and never the slightest privilege or favor to any. On such lines as these, and only on such lines,

can be perpetuated one magnificent American nationality, covering a whole continent. speaking one language,

enjoying equal laws, its members living together in perfect peace and fraternity, and accomplishing for humanity

greater wonders of civilization than the world has yet ventured to hope for. These lines are not new lines, but old

and safe ones, marked out by Jefferson and the other seers and sages to whom we owe the great declaration and

the foundations of our government. They are:

Respect for the rights of conscience;

Separation of church and state in that sense which is really the best union of church and state, namely, the perfect

respect of each for the rights of the other, and a perpetual abstinence from interference by either in the affairs of

the other;

The making of our country for all time to come what it has been in the past, a beacon of liberty and a refuge to the

oppressed of all the nations of the world;
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The abolishing of all privileges granted by 
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public authority to individuals or corporations, whether civil or religious, and the equal taxation of the property

of all such corporations, without exemption or exception in favor of any church, charity or school, or, in a word, of

any institution that is not the property of the people and controlled for some public and common use by public

officials; and the conduct of government, in all things, absolutely for the public, that is the common, good—or, in

other words, for the masses, and never for an individual or a class.

Thus, only common schools and common charities should be supported from the common treasury. Only the

common language of the country should be taught in the common schools. The values that have been given to

land by the growth of the community should be restored to the community by the payment, in the form of a tax,

of a perfect equivalent; while all the taxes that are now levied upon the production, exchange or accumulation of

wealth—all the taxes, that now repress industry and add to the cost of living, should be abolished. And the

privileges and franchises that have been granted by the community to individuals or to corporations should be

either terminated by the sovereign community—as all our jurisprudence teaches that they may be—or the

possessors thereof should likewise pay to the community a perfect equivalent. When perfect justice shall thus be

done the old wondrous charm and vigor will be more than restored to our American nationality, and the rapid

decline of American patriotism which Professor Boyesen observes and deplores in our foreign born citizens, and

contrasts with the sentiments of a similar class as late even as fifteen years ago, will speedily cease, and the foreign

born citizen, enjoying equal access to the bounties of nature, and therefore able as never before to procure wealth

and to assert and develop his manhood, contrasting his present condition with that of his European home will, in

his keener appreciation and thankfulness, as of old, rival in American patriotism the elder American stock.

PATERSON, July 20.—I draw the following deductions from figures which I have obtained at the assessor’s office

here: In 1886 the city of Paterson contained 70,000 city lots and 7,722 houses, leaving more than 60,000 lots not

built upon. We have a population of about 63,000. The amount of taxes called for in 1886 was $583,000.

Now, for sake of argument, let me make these 70,000 lots of equal value, and suppose the $583,000 to be raised

from land values. Now, by taxing each lot $9 we would realize $630,000, or $47,000 more than is at present

required. And even by this unjust proposition no man who had a house would consider the tax very high, even

though he lived on the outskirts of the city. But consider the number of lots that are valued at $25,000, $20,000,

$15,000, $10,000 and so on. When the people who owned these valuable lots paid their share of $583,000 the

man who owned the $1,000 lot with a $2,000 house on it would have to pay a tax hardly worth considering.

WILLIAM PARKIN.

BOSTON, July 13.—I deem it my duty as a Catholic to denounce the act of excommunication against Dr. McGlynn

as irreligious and tyrannical. I understood the original charge was that he upheld and was propagating land

theories which were heretical to the church and its teachings; but, behold! now the priest is excommunicated for

disobedience. I find nowhere in the Roman bull any specific statement showing where Dr. McGlynn has been

recalcitrant to his vow to dedicate his life to God, and I claim that he has a right to criticise the church when she is

not consistent and fails to practice the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Inclosed please find $2. Add my name and A. J. Hoeffner’s to your Anti-poverty society.

How the Owner of a Small Home Would Benefit.

An Indignant Catholic.
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H. P. GARRITY.

WHAT CHEER, Iowa, July 22.—It is surprising to find what a large number of Georgeites and McGlynnites there

are among the laboring people of Iowa. I delivered a speech here on the Fourth of July to an audience of four

thousand people, in which I gave my opinion pretty freely of M. A. Corrigan. The papers have been attending to

me ever since, but ninety-five per cent of the audience were with me. Catholic laboring men in this state are for

Father McGlynn.

M. W. WILKINS.

NEW CASTLE, Pa., July 20.—Seven of us came together last night and organized a Henry George club, to meet

every Tuesday evening.

I preached last Sabbath night to a large audience on Dr. McGlynn. The special correspondents of the Pittsburg

papers did some tall lying about it, but the stuck hog squeals.

We are sadly in need of some literature, and as soon as I can get the fire going we will order.

(Rev.) C. M. MORSE.

Detroit Evening News.

Father Huntington contributes to the Forum for July an article entitled “Tenement House Morality75.” The story he

tells is a pitiful one. It is a story of the best of God’s creatures being dragged down, day by day, to the level of

brutality, by the inhuman conditions with which Christian civilization has surrounded the lives of the poor in

large cities of population. Its details can only be thoroughly realized by those who have visited the tenement

houses of New York at different hours and observed the various phases of the lives of those poor mortals who

occupy them. The conditions which attend the lives of innocent youth in those reeking receptacles of sin and

sorrow are too sad for recital. Well may Father Huntington exclaim: “If there is a God in heaven, and if

righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His throne, it cannot be His will that these little ones shall

perish.” But perish they do, notwithstanding, day in and day out, and never a hand is raised to save them. Surely

something is criminally wrong here. What is it? It seems the merest mockery to discuss the questions of current

political interest, while not even the slightest attempt is made to solve the awful problem which is here outlined.

Portland News.

The Light Spreading in Iowa.

Rev. C. M. Morse of New Castle, Pa., is Pushing the Good Work.

The Problem We Are Trying to Solve.

He Couldn’t Make Much by His Own Work, But When Others Went to Work

for Him—Whew!

75. Ed. “Tenement House Morality” was reprinted in The Standard, Issue #026.
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A dozen years ago or more Senator J. P. Jones foresaw the Los Angeles, Cal., boom. He built a railroad from Santa

Monica to the city, and bought the San Vicente ranch of 37,000 acres for $250,000. Senator Jones was a decade

ahead of the times. Los Angeles did not boom; the railroad enterprise, like Jones’ mining enterprises in southern

California, in which he invested a great deal of money, proved a failure, and he sold out at a heavy sacrifice. But he

had the sagacity to hold on to the land, and now it is worth as much as the whole amount which he lost in railroads

and mines. A man seldom makes a mistake in the long run who lays the foundation of his fortune on the land.

Buffalo Truth.

There is a very simple way of getting every comfort and luxury in this city, as well as elsewhere, viz—by paying for

it.
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There are more tenants in Illinois than in landlord ridden Ireland.—[Vincennes News.

It is a rank and rascally injustice for any man to buy and hold land for his neighbor to make valuable by the

expenditure of money hard work and business tact.—[The Rock Islander.

Probably not one man in a hundred of the number that severely condemn the doctrine preached by Henry George

has read “Progress and Poverty” or understands the theory he advocates.—[Boston Globe.

In modern times the resolute, capable and industrious take care of their own fortunes with little regard to possible

arrangements by which all can be made comfortable and the earth be converted into a paradise—[Pittsburg

Chronicle-Telegraph.

It is true that many people are so deeply interested in the political doctrines promulgated by George and McGlynn

that they will subordinate to them every other question. For to them the teachings of the Anti-poverty society

have become a religion.—[Richmond, Va., State.

There is scarcely a paper that has not a smart paragraph or two about Henry George and his land theories. At the

same time Henry Georgeism is growing in this country. People are seldom converted by having their faith

ridiculed, and it will take more than funny paragraphs to explain faults of these theories.—[Fort Worth Gazette.

No American, howsoever devoted he may be to the church of Rome, can accept any dogma which excludes him

from believing or disbelieving the doctrine known as land nationalization. It is true that Archbishop Corrigan in

his controversy with Henry George endeavored to show this theory of land ownership to be violative of sound

Christian doctrine, and it is equally true that he miserably failed in his attempt.—[St. Paul Dispatch.

Meanwhile the action of the propaganda, while it was made unavoidable because it was openly threatened, is

deemed a fatal mistake, since it will seriously affect the former influence of the Vatican in this country. And

meanwhile, too, the Henry George movement is making numerous accessions to its expanding ranks,

Dr. McGlynn being now considered the most important coadjutor for extending his well known and popular land

theories.—[Augusta, Ga., Gazette.

Land Owners Know an Easier Way.

STRAWS WHICH SHOW THE WIND.
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The tract of land where $150,000 worth of town lots were sold last Saturday—San Miguel, San Diego county—had

simply been laid out on paper. No work has been done on the property. It is in still greater demand, however, than

last week. Yesterday another town sold on paper at San Diego. It is called Bay View, and the street was blocked by a

frantic rush of women and men speculators, who gobbled up the tract in an hour.—[San Francisco Bulletin, July

12.

Under a less able and determined leader there could be but little doubt of the ultimate outcome of such a

difference, but the case as it stands presents an outlook for one of the most serious schisms that the Catholic

church in America has ever encountered. Here the prospect is presented of a body not recognizing the authority

of the constituted heads of the church, yet claiming not to have in any degree abjured its faith. What the end will

be of such dissension it is impossible at this time to foresee with any accuracy.—[Baltimore American.

There is no reason to believe that this march of modern and democratic ideas and practices will stop where it is at

present, or will leave untouched and uninfluenced even that church, which claims to be “always the same.” Indeed,

the influence is already at work even there. The power of the “laity,” even in the Roman Catholic church, is far

greater in this western world than it is amid the old civilizations of Europe, and even in the latter the natural,

though perhaps insensible, pressure of modern ideas has given the laity, as distinguished from the clergy, a

standing and a power, even within the Latin church, which was neither possessed nor thought of fifty years ago.—

[Toronto Globe.

It is safe to say that if Dr. McGlynn has been expelled from his church on any point of faith, the number of his

followers would soon dwindle down to insignificant proportions. It is in the political side of his movement that his

strength lies. His followers regard him, not as a heretic, but as a martyr to the narrow prejudices of an unpopular

archbishop, a detested vicar general and a college of foreign prelates, the compatriots of those “Italians” whom the

average Irish laborer despises as the most contemptible of his competitors in the labor field. Before the present

excitement can subside the fervor of the fall campaign will come to give it new life, and there is a possibility that

the cohesive ardor of the presidential fight may warm it into new life and vigor.—[Brooklyn Times.

Messrs. Weller & Son of Chicago have decided that, if the necessary financial backing be secured, they will, at the

close of the year, change their monthly (The New-Church Independent) into a sixteen page weekly paper, to be called 

The New Christianity76, putting the chief editorial management into the hands of Rev. S. H. Spencer77 of Henry, Ill.,

who, as the readers of THE STANDARD know, is an eloquent supporter of the new crusade. A specimen number

of the new paper will be issued early in December, but its regular publication will begin January 4. The price will

be $[2?] per year—ministers, $1. [Communications?] should be addressed to Rev. S. H. Spencer, Henry, Ill., making

inclosed remittances payable to Weller & Son, 144 Thirty-seventh street, Chicago. The new paper, the prospectus

states, will discuss with freedom and fairness all social, economic, moral and religious questions, but will

strenuously maintain the sacredness of individual freedom and the rights of the individual conscience. It will aim

to supply the growing demand for the more advanced and best religious thought of this new age in its manifold

variety of expression and adaptation, and will apply the essential principles of religion as now revealed to the

many wrong practices and mistaken theories prevalent in our day, and especially to such as threaten the physical,

moral and spiritual welfare of the rising generation.

“The New Christianity.”

76. Ed. It appears that The New Christianity was still being published by Rev. Spencer when he died in 1906, and that it ceased publication that year. 
(Placed approximately.)
77. Ed. Rev. S. H. Spencer’s “It is the Law of Christ” was published in The Standard, Issue #019, and reprinted in the Land and Labor Library as Tract #18.
See footnote in Issue #019. Like Louis F. Post, Rev. Spencer was a Swedenborgian. See also Issue #025, “A Clergyman’s Plain Utterance,” and a mention in
Issue #039
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TORRINGTON, Conn., July 19.—Long life to the glorious priest McGlynn. It is time for every Catholic to know

that some one is pulling the wool over their eyes. The ecclesiastical authorities have done all they could to

suppress the truth; they have excommunicated a man who, as a disciple of Christ, declared that “every child is

entitled to its birthright,” and who preached the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. The men and

women of this crusade are in dead earnest; they see a way to realize what the Master taught us to pray for, “Thy

kingdom come on earth.” They see a possibility to do what the leaders in the churches have failed to do—justice to

all men, and their method is to remove all taxes from the products of labor and tax land to its full rental value.

O. E. R. DE ROBERT.

GLASGOW, Scotland.—Every sensible and right minded man must admire the courageous conduct of

Dr. McGlynn in standing by that glorious principle, “The land for the people.” It is indeed strange that that

principle should be doubted, and stranger still that it should be opposed by those who profess to be the apostles of

Him who delivered the sermon on the mount.

All honor to such men as Dr. McGlynn! May his faith in God rise superior to any earthly power.

FINLAY BELL.

Time For Catholics to See and Think.

Words of Cheer from Scotland.
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H. F. RING’S SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS OF LABOR IN HOUSTON, TEX.

A Terse and Full Summary of the Anti-Poverty Doctrine—Objections Anticipated and Answered.

The following is the text of a remarkable speech delivered by H. F. Ring78,120 at a picnic of the Knights of Labor in

Houston, Tex., on the Fourth of July:

Ladies and Gentlemen—Mr. Powderly, in recommending that the land question be discussed to-day in the

presence of the hundreds of thousands of Knights of Labor who are gathered together in assemblies like this all

over our land, has shown the deep interest which is being rapidly developed in this subject.

The land question is simply a question as to how the use of the bounties of nature shall be regulated and

controlled. By bounties of nature I mean the coal beds, the mineral deposits, the land—all those natural elements

which were not created by human industry, but which a kind Heavenly Father has freely and abundantly provided

for the use and enjoyment of all his children; and I propose to show in my poor way how the right of access of

capital and labor to these natural elements should be regulated by government so as most to conduce to the

happiness and well-being of mankind.

I am a Henry George man, and a discussion of the land question by me can be nothing more than a mere attempt

to expound the teachings of that great master. The most that I can reasonably expect to do with the limited time

and more limited ability at my command, is to interest, here and there, some earnest minds in the merits of that

great crusade against poverty, which, under the leadership of Father McGlynn and Henry George, is developing to

such magnificent proportions in the city of New York, trusting that time and reflection and further information

will work a complete conversion.

George at the outset calls attention to the marvelous improvements in the arts and sciences, the discoveries,

inventions and labor saving machines which, within the past 100 years, have so immensely increased the

productive powers of the human race. Is it not a moderate estimate to assume that on an average the labor of one

man to-day with all these labor saving inventions will produce as many of the comforts and luxuries of life as the

labors of four men would a hundred years ago? And does it not follow that the average workman of to-day creates

by each day’s labor four times as much wealth as the average workman did a hundred years ago? George teaches

that if the workman of to-day on an average creates four times as much wealth as the workman of a hundred years

ago, then the services of this workman of to-day are four times as valuable to society, and why should not his

wages of right be four times as great? Why should he not be four times as independent? Why should it not be four

times as easy for him to make a living and support his family in comfort and decency? Will any one presume to

SPREADING THE LIGHT.

78. Ed. Henry Franklin Ring (1852-1915), at some point president of the Texas Bar Association, wrote, anonymously, The Problem of the Unemployed; a
Work on Political Economy, in Which an Attempt is Made to Show the Underlying Cause of Involuntary Idleness and the Failure of Wages to Keep Pace With
the Increasing Wealth-Producing Power of Wage Earners (1915).
120. Ed. This was widely reprinted under the title “The Case Plainly Stated.” It was #30 in the Land and Labor Library. (Placed approximately.)
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assert that this is in fact the case? On the contrary, is it not just aboat as hard for the poor man to make a living to-

day as it ever was? Doesn’t he dread the loss of a position to-day just as much as he ever did? George asserts that

labor saving machinery ought really to lessen the burdens of labor, to make it easier for the laborer to live and in

fact to lighten his toil. But alas! from some apparently mysterious cause, a cause which many pious and

comfortably well to do people insist is one of the unseen mysteries of a divine providence, what George claims

should rightfully result from inventions does not result from them. And still we are all the time making new

discoveries, and year by year increasing, by means of new inventions, the productive powers of working men, and

yet, with the increase of population, the lot of those who produce all this wealth seems to be becoming more

precarious, less independent and more and more wretched.

Who denies bat that under the present social system, wages tend to fall irresistibly to the point at which the wage

worker can barely subsist? This is called the iron law of wages, and all the strikes conceivable can only

temporarily, and but fitfully, arrest this steady tendency. The worker may create quadruple the wealth, but he is

not permitted to retain any more of it as his share.

Now, where does this wealth go to? What becomes of it? Who gets it? What is the cause of this so-called iron law

of wages? Henry George has discovered it. He has pointed it out, and he has shown us the remedy. He has

demonstrated beyond doubt or question that it does not result as a fatal necessity from the nature of things, but

that it is the result of a violation of natural law, of a refusal on the part of society to recognize the inalienable right

of every citizen to access to the bounties of nature, within the territory of his country on equal terms with every

other citizen of that country.

Let me now give you a short lesson in the elements of this new political economy.

Three factors enter into this creation of every conceivable kind of wealth. By wealth I mean anything created by

human industry, which gratifies human desires. These factors are land, capital and labor. Wealth in a civilized

community is created only by means of a union or partnership, as it were, between land, capital and labor. Labor

does the work, capital loans the tools, and land furnishes the natural elements out of which all material things

resulting from human industry are created. In speaking of land in the new political economy we never include

improvements or anything which is the result of human toil. We simply mean the opportunities which land and

the elements within it afford for the employment of capital and labor—we mean the raw elements as they lie on or

in the bosom of the earth untouched by the hand of man.

Now, as before remarked, the product of land, capital and labor is wealth, and after it is created it is divided among

those factors entering into its composition. A certain portion of it, called rent, goes to land either directly in the

form of rent, or in the form of interest on the selling price of the land or the coal bed, or whatever it is; another

portion of it called profit or interest goes to capital for the use of the tools which capital has furnished, and the

balance left after land has been paid rent and capital has been paid profits goes to labor as wages for the work

which labor has done, including the labor of superintendence.

Now, what does rent signify as used here? Rent is the price paid for the privilege of access to the raw material of

production—for the mere privilege of getting hold of something not created by man, out of which labor and

capital can create wealth. This rent may be paid periodically, or it may be paid in a lump in the form of purchase

money. In either case the result will be the same. Is it not clear that in the division of wealth after it has been

created by this partnership between land, capital and labor, the more land gets for rent the less there will be left

for capital and labor. Is it not quite as plain as A B C that the more it costs capital and labor to get hold of these

natural elements, the coal
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beds, the mines, the water fronts, the land—the gifts of nature which a kind Providence has provided for the equal

use and enjoyment of all—the less there will be left for labor and capital to divide between them.

In the new political economy you must never confuse land with capital. One is never the synonym of the other.

Land, as before stated, is simply the natural opportunity, exclusive of improvements or anything done to it by

man. Capital is something which has been made by man, like a machine, for instance, which is useful in the

production of wealth, which wealth, when used to produce more wealth becomes itself capital.

But some one says suppose the capitalist who is using the coal bed or using this natural opportunity, whatever it

may be, is also the owner of it. Where then does your partnership between land, labor and capital come in? I

answer just the same as before. A sum equal to interest or the value which the natural element has in the market,

independent of anything done to it by the hand of man, is in such case the factor of rent. The owner, in addition

to profit on capital, as I have defined it, is bound to take from the wealth produced a sum equal, approximately, to

interest on what he could sell the natural element for; otherwise he would sell out and quit. It is evident that the

more money the owner is obliged to invest in purchasing the coal bed, for instance, the greater must be the sum

which he takes out of the wealth produced to cover interest on this investment, and hence this interest money is

simply rent paid for the use of a natural element. for the privilege of access to one of the bounties of nature.

Therefore is it not equally plain in this case that the more paid for this privilege of use the less will labor get as

wages?

We read in the newspapers of a great boom in the vicinity of Birmingham, Ala. We are exultingly told that the

lands containing the coal beds and mineral deposits in northern Alabama have gone up in value from $750,000 to

$50,000,000 within the past six years. What does this signify? It means that when capital and labor shall attempt

to utilize these coal beds and mineral deposits, when capital and labor shall unite together, the one to furnish the

tools, the other the labor with which to produce wealth out of this raw material, then will a set of pretended

owners step forward and block the enterprise with a demand of $50,000,000 for the mere right of access to these

free gifts of nature, or in lieu of it the payment of $3,000.000sic a year as tribute money, that being the interest of

$50,000,000 at six per cent. There lie the coal beds and the mineral deposits, untouched by man, fresh from the

hands of the Creator, intended by Him, if He is the just and benevolent Being whom we have been taught to

worship, for the equal use and enjoyment of all his children; and yet our laws say that capital and labor must pay a

few forestallers $3,000,000 a year for the privilege of applying the hand of industry to these elements.

And after this blackmail has been paid how much will there be left for the wages of labor? The answer is, just as

little as labor can subsist upon. Why? Because this monopolization of the gifts of nature, going on not only in

Northern Alabama, but everywhere else, enables capital to drive a hard bargain with labor. For this reason, and this

alone, they can’t deal with each other on equal vantage grounds. Suppose Labor demurs and says to Capital: “I’ll

not accept the pittance you offer.” Capital replies: “All right, go elsewhere.” And so Labor starts out to get work for

himself, and what does he find? Here he is living in a country capable of raising food for ten times its present

population and he finds nine-tenths of the land untilled or but partially cultivated. He finds nine-tenths of the

coal beds and mineral deposits unused. He finds vacant land and unused lots on every side. He goes to New York

city even and he there finds within its corporate limits half the area of that city vacant, unoccupied and unused,

although there are miles and miles of tenement houses, in which men, women and innocent little children are

packed and crowded like maggots, as though there wasn’t ample room in the city for the comfortable housing of

every human being in it. He finds unused natural elements all around him wherever he goes sufficient to give

employment to, and to support in abundance tens of millions of happy families. But now suppose Labor attempts

to make use of any of these unused natural opportunities. Suppose he concludes to go to work for himself upon a

piece of vacant land, what happens? An individual comes along and waves a title deed and orders him off the

Sic in the original; probably “$3,000,000”.
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premises. He finds that all these unused natural opportunities are owned by individuals and claimed as private

property. He finds himself frustrated at every point. He finds that he can’t go to work anywhere without paying

blackmail to the owner of some natural element for the mere privilege of working, and so he strikes back to

northern Alabama and takes off his hat to Capital and bows very low and says: “Please, sir, give me a bare living

and I will be your slave.”

And that is about all that he does get, and it is all that he ever will get under the present system of land ownership,

though you may strike and boycott and putter about graduated land taxes and graduated income taxes and

graduated nonsense till doomsday.

With advancing population the greater becomes the demand for natural opportunities, and the higher the prices

which can be extorted for the privilege of using them. As population increases, the town lots, the coal beds, the

mineral deposits, the water fronts, the land, go up in value, and so goes up also the amount of the tribute money

which labor must pay for that privilege of access to them, for the privilege of employment. The more of the

products of industry which goes for the payment of this constantly increasing tribute the less and less will grow

the share allowed the laborer, and the more dependent and the more wretched will his lot become.

Here in Houston to-day, suppose Enterprise has $20,000 to put in the paper mill business, a sum barely sufficient

to put up the building, buy the machinery and carry stock. He finds a beautiful site for his mill on the banks of the

bayou. It is a vacant block. The hand of man has never been applied to it, and it stands there now just as it stood

when the Indian roamed over the site of this city. The owner of that block, however, thinks he can make

Enterprise pay him $10,000 for the privilege of giving employment to labor on that natural opportunity—that

piece of ground. That is the price, and if he can’t get it to-day, he will get it when the city grows a little larger. But

Enterprise says to him: “I have only $20,000 capital, all of which I shall need in my business.” The land owner

replies it is not his lookout, and so Enterprise turns away checked and baffled, and the mill is not built.

And so it is everywhere. Wherever we find a portion of the vacant surface of the earth which can be utilized by

capital and labar, and which affords an opportunity for human toil and enterprise, there we find a human vampire

with a paper title in his hand warning off labor, and that vampire must always be placated by the payment of

blackmail before the wheels of industry can begin to turn. Need we wonder that these wheels turn slowly, and that

they are always getting out of gear; that we are always talking about dull times; that men are always out of

employment and always hunting for work, re 
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garding it as a favor even to be allowed to work; that we are all the time growing too much cotton, when millions

of human beings have only one shirt to their names; that we are producing too much food, when half the

population of the world is insufficiently fed; that carpenters are out of work, when half the people are

uncomfortably housed; shoemakers wanting work and millions in need of shoes? How could it be otherwise when

labor is compelled to beg for work in the midst of limitless unused opportunities for work, on which

opportunities, however, sit these human vampires, these dogs in the manger, waving labor back with their paper

title deeds.

Now let us go back for a moment to that partnership between land, capital and labor. For illustration, suppose the

wealth produced by the partnership were created by the application of capital and labor to those coal beds and

mineral deposits in northern Alabama, now valued at $50,000,000. In the division of the wealth produced we

have shown how, say, six per cent of this $50,000,000, or $3,000,000, must go to land as rent. Or, in other words,

$3,000,000 a year must be paid to land owners for the bare privilege of utilizing these free gifts of nature. Now, in

the division of this wealth created, why is labor entitled to any portion of it? Clearly because labor’s industry has

contributed to its creation. Why is capital entitled to any part of it? Because capital has furnished labor tools with

which to develop the mineral deposits. The capitalist who owns these tools can trace his title back to the creator of
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them, to some individual or set of individuals whose industry produced them and from whom he has purchased

them. The title, then, of both labor and capital to a portion of the wealth created from these mineral deposits

originates in human industry, and it is a sacred title. Now, then, why should land get any portion of this wealth

created, to produce which capital has supplied the tools and labor has done the work? Here land claims the right

of making capital and labor pay him interest on $50,000,000, or $3,000,000 a year for the mere privilege of

access to this raw coal and raw ore. Ought we not to scrutinize most carefully his right to extort this immense

tribute? And if he can show no natural and moral right to claim it, does not society countenance the robbery of

labor in permitting him to do so? Where does his title originate? We find that six or seven years ago he paid some

one who claimed to own the land in which these mineral deposits are found $750,000 for the raw natural element for

which he now demands $50,000,000. Was this additional value of $49,250,000sic in six years created by his

industry? Was it created by the industry of any previous owner of those natural elements? Did it cost

$49,250.000 to discover these mineral deposits? We trace back his title a little further, and find that perhaps a

hundred years ago it originated in a grant to John Jones from the government—that is to say, the people who

inhabited this country a hundred years ago and who constituted the government said we will divide the land and

we will give John Jones this particular tract for his private property, But did,80 these people create that land and

the coal and iron in it? Can it be shown that they had any better right to it from the Almighty Creator than the

people of this generation have? Was the earth intended by the Heavenly Father for one generation to dispose of

forever or as an abiding place for all generations? Was Thomas,81,82,83,84,79 Jefferson right or wrong when he wrote,

“The earth belongs in usufruct,129 to the living, the dead have no right or power over it.” By what authority could

the people living here a hundred years ago, long since dead and gone, confer upon John Jones, also dead and gone,

a right which would enable John Smith to-day, by tracing a paper chain of titles from him, to extort from capital

and labor a tribute of $3,000,000 a year for the bare privilege of getting to that coal and iron, and making it useful

to mankind? Who dares blaspheme the name of the Almighty Ruler of the universe by saying that that coal and

iron were not intended by Him for the equal use and enjoyment of all His children—the humblest babe born to-

day in a garret equally with the child of the proudest duke who ever lived?

Is not man a land animal? Can he live without land? Can he any more rightfully be deprived of access to land than

he can rightfully be deprived of life itself ? He can no more rightfully be compelled to yield up to a forestaller, a so-

called owner of land, aportionsic of the fruits of his industry for the privilege of getting hold of the raw natural

elements than he can rightfully be compelled as a slave to yield up to a master a portion of the fruits of his

industry. To compel him to do so is as much a robbery of labor in one case as in the other. Why then is not the

humblest babe that God sends into this world naturally and by inalienable right entitled to access to land on equal

terms with all his fellow human beings?

Mind, when I say access to land I do not include access to improvements on land, or access to anything created by

human industry, a title to which can be shown originating in human toil; I simply mean access upon equal terms

Sic in the original; probably “$49,250,000”.
Sic in the original; probably “private property. But did”.
81. Ed. Thomas Jefferson wrote to James Madison, September 6, 1789: “I set out on this ground, which I suppose to be self-evident, ‘that the earth belongs
in usufruct to the living,’: that the dead have neither powers nor rights over it.” See https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-12-02-0248.
82. Ed. Today, many commercial leases are “triple net” — that is, the tenant pays the taxes, insurance and maintenance costs, so that the landlord receives
rent that has virtually no expenses against it, other than perhaps the services of tax preparer and attorney. (Placed approximately.)
83. Ed. In some places, Boards of Equalization are the entity to which one appeals if one believes one’s property is over-assessed relative to other nearby
properties. (Placed approximately.)
84. Ed. A 20th-21st century Georgist named Harry Pollard asserted that it would be better to collect the land rent and cast it into the sea than not to collect it
at all — that the incentive effects nudging the landholder to put it to good use would be beneficial even if other taxes which discourage industry were still in
place. To be clear, he was in favor of collecting the rent and using it to replace other taxes. (Placed approximately.)
79. Ed. Demur: raise doubts or objections or show reluctance. (Placed approximately.)
129. Ed. Usufruct: A usufruct is a legal right accorded to a person or party that confers the temporary right to use and derive income or benefit from
someone else’s property. It is a limited real right that can be found in many mixed and civil law jurisdictions.
Sic in the original; probably “a portion”.
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to the free bounties of nature as they lie upon the kind bosom of mother earth, untouched and undisturbed by the

hand of man. What I produce by my industry is mine. What I obtain by exchanging the products of my industry

for the products of another’s industry is mine. What my father or my grandfather produced by his industry was

his, and if he has given it to me it is mine. In all these cases human industry is the origin of property right, and

property rights originating in human industry must be held sacred, else there would be no incentive to human

effort. Do not the values created by the individual belong to the individual creating them? Do not the values

created by the community belong to the community? Is there anything wrong, immoral or communistic in this

idea? And yet it is the sum and substance of the George doctrine. Take the case of that vacant block on the banks

of the bayou which Enterprise wanted for a paper mill and could not get it. Fifty years ago it was worthless. Now

labor must pay a tribute of $10,000 to the so-called owner for the privilege of using it. Whose industry has put

$10,000 of value on that piece of vacant ground? Not the industry of the present owner, nor the industry of any

former owner, because no man has ever done a lick of work upon it. That value of $10,000 has been given to it by

the common energy and enterprise of the entire community. Since the community has created that value, why

does it not belong to the community? Why has not the community the same right to the values it creates as the

individual has to the values which he individually creates?

How shall this derangement of the wheels of industry, this blackmail upon enterprise, this robbery of labor, this

eager and fatal competition among laborers for employment, this slavish fear of the loss of a position in the midst

of abundant unused opportunities for employment—how shall this curse which our present land system has

fastened upon the productive industries of the country be removed? Simply by doing justice. By recognizing in

our laws one of the inalienable rights of man; by recognizing in every human being, in every generation, the

present as well as the past, an inalienable right of access to the bounties of nature on equal terms with every other

human being. How shall this right of access on equal terms be

p. 6, col. 4
secured? Simply by making every individual who claims a right of exclusive possession to a tract of land pay in the

form of a tax what the use of that tract of land is worth, exclusive of all improvements on it or of anything done to

it by the hand of man.

Some one asks, “Will not this proposed change vastly increase the functions of government and immensely

increase the number of government employes?” I reply, no. On the contrary, four-fifths of the present army of

revenue collectors and tax gatherers will be dispensed with and the remaining one-fifth will collect this single land

tax at one-fifth the expense now incurred in the collection of national, state, county and municipal taxes. Another

inquirer says: “Will not this new system offer abundant opportunities for oorruptionsic and partiality in fixing the

amount of this tax annually to be paid for the exclusive use of a piece of land? And how do you propose the

amount of the tax shall be determined?” It will be determined by the same law of demand and supply which now

determines the amount of the tax under the present system. The single tax under the George system will be fixed

by the same machinery of an assessor and board of equalization which fixes it now. For instance, under the George

system a piece,132 of property rents on Main street for $1,500 a year. Interest, at the prevailing rate on the value of

the building alone, added to the annual cost of insurance and repairs, and a sum sufficient to provide a sinking

fund for renewals amounts to, say $1,200 a year. The landlord is then collecting the difference between $1,200

and $1,500, or $300 for the use of this naked earth. That is to say, he is collecting $300 a year for the use of

something never created by man, to which all are by natural right equally entitled, and which owes its rental value

of $300 a year exclusively to the common enterprise and energy of the entire community. This is the sum which,

under the George system, he turns over to the government in the form of a tax for the common benefit of the

community who collectively have made the use of this land worth $300 a year.

Sic in the original; probably “corruption”.
Sic in the original; probably ““under the present system” (?)”.
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But now some smart Alec hops up and says: “If the landlord has to pay this tax of $300 a year for the use of the

land, why will he not take it out of the tenant by raising his rent to $1,800!” Well, suppose he tries it. Suppose he

says to his tenant: “You must now pay me $1,800 a year. What happens? Just what happens every day now. If the

tenant can do no better he pays the increase. But now mark you, when the landlord goes to pay his tax, what

happens then? Why the board of equalization say to him, you have got $1,800 a year rent for the use of

improvements only worth $1,200 a year. You are therefore collecting $600 a year instead of $300 for the use of

the naked lot, and you will therefore pay the government $600 a year for the privilege of the exclusive use of the

ground instead of $300 a year as heretofore. Now what has the landlord made by jumping up the rent? Nothing.

What would he make by thus jumping up the rents under the present system? Everything. Under which system

would landlords be the more apt to force up rents?

Another way by which the board of equalization under the George system would determine the amount of tax to

be paid for the privilege of the exclusive possession of a tract of land, and which would also enable them to

compel landlords to collect from their tenants and turn over to the government in the form of a tax the full value

of the use of the land would be from observation of the prices which real estate brought in the market. But note,

at this point, another smart Alec starts up—and he is likely enough to be the editor of the New York Tribune or the

Houston Post—or, I was going to say the Labor Echo, but I will take that back—and he gets red in the face and says:

“Why, sir, Henry George don’t want anyone to own any property in land. He wants the government to own it all

and to rent it out or to divide it up into 50,000,000 little bits, or do something of that kind with it, and here you

are talking about lands being bought and sold under the George system. Why, man alive, you don’t know what his

system is.” Now, Mr. Editor, or Mr. Who-ever-you-are, let me say to you that in your profound ignorance, or in your

selfish and cruel indifference to the sufferings of your fellow men, or in your cowardly desire to pander to this

greed of monopoly, or to the timidity of capital, you may say what you please; you may lie and misrepresent as

much as you please for the purpose of bringing odium and contempt upon this great crusade; you may call it what

you please—state ownership, state landlordism, ownership in common, communism, nihilism, anarchism, or

anything else, but the fact, nevertheless, remains that, under the just and righteous land system which I am trying

to explain to-day, land will continue to be bought and sold by the same kind of paper deeds, precisely as it is

bought and sold to-day. It will continue in precisely the same way to pass to devisees by will and to heirs of laws of

descent and distributionsic. The right of control, of exclusive possession and dominion over a tract of land, and of

the free and exclusive enjoyment of all improvements on it, will be in no way abridged or disturbed. When you

buy a lot on Main street to-day worth $10,000, with a building on it worth $10,000 more, your deed recites a

consideration of $20,000. Now when you buy this same property under the George system, the only difference in

the whole transaction will be that your deed for it will only recite a consideration of $10,000, and $10,000 will be

all that you will pay for the property. You will pay nothing for the land, because after you get the property you will

pay, in the form of a tax to the government approximately, the full value of the use of it. For this reason the owner

of the property would not think of adding anything to his selling price by reason of any value in the land. You thus

save an investment of $10,000 in dirt; in lieu of such investment you will pay for the common benefit of the

community, including yourself, what the privilege of the exclusive use of that spot of dirt is worth—nothing more,

nothing less, and that is simply what you ought to pay. You will have the $10,000, which, under the present system

you are compelled to bury in a heap of dirt, left, with which to increase your business, and if you do increase your

business with it, and add another story to your building, no tax gatherer will come around and impose an

additional fine upon you for doing something with your money which gives employment to labor.

Thus, under the George system, land would be sold and would change hands the same as it does now, but it would

only bring in the market approximately the value of the improvement on it. If land in any locality got to selling for

much, if anything more, than the value of the improvements on it, that would be a certain indication that the

Sic in the original; probably “to heirs by laws of descent”.
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parties using the natural elements in that neighborhood were not paying for the benefit of all the people what the

use of the same was worth, and so the board of equalization would put the tax up. As population increases the

value of the use of land increases, and with it, under the George system, will the revenue for this tax on land

values increase, and thus the entire people, who, collectively create this increasing valuation will get the benefit of

the values collectively created by them. As it is now, the increase in the value of land, which amounts to hundreds

of millions of dollars annually in the United States, four-fifths of which is increase in the value of city and

p. 6, col. 5
town lots and mineral deposits, goes to a comparatively small number of individuals who do no more to create

these values than any other members of the community.

Another inquirer puts this question: “Under the George system you would make the owner of a lot on Main street,

with an improvement on it worth but $10,000, pay as much tax as the owner of a similar lot adjoining having a

building on it worth $50,000. What justice is there in that?”

Let us see. Take away the improvements and these two lots are of the same value—that is to say, the value of the

use of both lots for ordinary business purposes is the same. Suppose it is $300 a year. Now, the man with the

$50,000 improvement collects from his tenant ten per cent on this $50,000, or $5.000sic. He also collects $300,

the value of the use of the lot, making in all $5,300. The man with the $10,000 improvement also collects ten per

cent upon the value of his improvement from his tenant, or $1,000. He, too, collects $300 in addition for the use

of the lot, making in all $1,300. Now, after both have paid the government $300 apiece for the privilege of the

exclusive use of these lots, each will have left ten per cent upon the capital invested, and why should one be

entitled to any greater per cent upon the capital invested than the other? The fact is, under the George system

there will be no such thing as taxes. Taxation as we now understand it will be abolished. The revenue derived by

the government from requiring all who use a natural opportunity to pay into the common treasury what the use of

the same is worth, if it is worth anything at all, will be more than sufficient to enable the government to dispense

with every species of taxation. As it is now, when you pay your taxes, you are simply robbed of a portion of the

fruits of your industry, for which you do not get, directly, any equivalent. Under the George system when you pay

your single land tax you do get directly a full equivalent for every dollar paid. You get for exactly what it is worth

the privilege of the exclusive use of a tract of land.

If this system were adopted what would become of the vacant lots and lands, the unused coal beds and mineral

deposits, the unoccupied water fronts and water privileges over which human vampires now stand guard,

retarding enterprise and driving off labor? They would become absolutely free. No one could afford to hold them

and pay taxes on them. The vampires would turn them loose. Land speculators and land sharks, instead of trying

to grow rich by forestalling labor and capital, and thus preying like devouring beasts on their fellow men, would

turn their talents to better account. Wherever labor could find an unused lot or coal bed or mineral deposit or

unused tract of land, there labor could go to work and employ itself without being required to invest a dollar in

the purchase of a right of access to the natural element, without being compelled to first make terms with a dog in

the manger, claiming it as private property and holding it for speculative purposes. If that vacant natural

opportunity was situated near a centre of population, or was of a character to bestow peculiar money making

advantages upon the person using it, this advantage would create a demand for it, and this demand would regulate

in the manner already pointed out the amount which labor would pay for the use of it in the form of a tax for the

common benefit of all. If that vacant opportunity, for instance, was a tract of land four or five miles from this city,

it would have none of the advantages of the character referred to to make the use of it at present peculiarly

valuable. Why? Because there is so much vacant land of the same character near here, the use of which is equally

valuable that no one would give, as it were, a bonus for the use of that particular tract. Labor would, therefore, at

Sic in the original; probably “$5,000”.
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first get the use of that land for nothing. It would have no taxable value at all under the George system until all the

other vacant land similarly situated was put into use. Under the George system the taxable values of land would be

confined almost exclusively to the cities and towns and to the coal and mineral deposits. Where people congregate

there land has value. In New York city alone capital and labor to-day pay to a few thousand land owners in ground

rent for the bare privilege of living and doing business, their tribute money amounting to over $100,000,000, a

sum equal to almost half the expense of carrying on the government of the United States. It is in these great

centers of trade and commerce that land has its greatest value, and from these centers would nine-tenths of the

revenue of the government from this single low taxsic be derived.

If Henry George’s theory were put in force to-day not only would all farmers be relieved from direct and indirect

taxation, not only would farmers participate in common with all others in the universal and uninterrupted

prosperity which would result from removing the obstructions which now needlessly hamper and clog enterprise,

but four-fifths of the working farmers of this country would pay no land tax at all. Why? Because with so much

vacant or but partially cultivated land as there is here to-day four-fifths of the farms would have no taxable value at

all, and all who are counting on the farmers of America being such fools as not to see how they will be just as much

benefited by a just and righteous land system as any other class will certainly find themselves left.

“Yes,” the smart Alec says, “but you propose to confiscate the farmers’ land.” Confiscate bosh! You are a farmer; you

own 100 acres of land, with improvements, and all it is worth is $2,000. A hundred acres of raw land adjoining is

worth $500. Your improvements are therefore worth $1,500. Now, if the George theory were adopted you would

only sell your place for $1,500. Still, with those $1,500 you could buy just as good a place from some one else. The

purchasing power of your farm when it comes to buying another farm has not been reduced. Now, your taxes,

direct and indirect, amount to at least $100 a year. You may not know it, because an indirect tax always fools the 

fellow paying it, but if I had time to-day I could show it to you. You are relieved from the payment of all these taxes;

but best of all, men who are now idle and who can’t buy what you raise will all be at work under the George

system, and not only that, but their wages will be high enough to pay you good prices for what you raise.

Now, coming back to the elements of the new political economy some one says, “What difference does it make to

the workman whether labor and capital pay this ground rent to the individual or to the government, since,

according to your theory, it must be paid all the same?” In the first place, if it is paid to the individual none of it

ever comes back to labor and capital unless value received is paid for it; so far as labor and capital are concerned, it

might just about as well be cast into the sea. But when it is paid to the government in the form of a single land tax

it does come back to labor and capital again in the form of relief from every species of taxation, direct and

indirect.

The revenue which the government would get from this source would be also sufficient to give us better schools,

better streets and highways, more parks and public libraries, cheaper rates of transportation and many other

public advantages now impossible.

Again, the amount that enterprise would pay the government for the privilege of access to the natural element

would be less under

p. 6, col. 6
the George system than is now paid individuals for this privilege. Under the George system the prices could not be

advanced by a monopolization of these elements, as is being constantly done now.

But best of all and by far the most glorious result that will flow from the establishment of a just and righteous land

system is that it will enable the wealth creator to stand erect, presenting to capital an unterrified front. Return for

Sic in the original; probably “single land tax”.
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a moment to the coal beds of northern Alabama, and imagine the George theory adopted. Labor now again

demurs to the terms offered by capital, and again capital tells him to go. And again labor goes forth hunting for

work, but how different he finds the aspect of things! He finds the same unused natural elements, the same

unused coal beds and mineral deposits, the vacant lots and lands, but he longer finds a human vampiresic sitting

upon every vacant opportunity for work and waving him off. They have vanished. They have gone to work

themselves. He finds every unused opportunity for labor, wherever it may be, absolutely free. Not a dollar of

capital need be invested in buying a natural opportunity, in paying for the privilege of work. When labor went

forth hunting work before, he not only had to ask capital to pay for tools, but also to pay, usually as great a sum, to

some forestaller, in addition, as blackmail for the privilege of access to a natural element. This is all changed now.

It don’t take near as much capital to start enterprises as it did, or in other words, to give employment to labor. In

fact, labor can even take an ax and hoe and find plenty of vacant opportunities on which he can make a living

without having to bury himself in a wilderness to do it. All this makes him feel independent and enables him to

bargain with capital for employment on equal vantage grounds. A large manufacturing firm in Massachusetts

adopted the eight-hour system. After trying it a year they gave it up and went back to the ten hour system. The

general manager said they could only make five per cent profit on their investments by requiring only eight hours

work, and that unless they could make a bigger percentage than that they would not be bothered with the

management of a business. They would put their money into town and city lots, because that species of property

would certainly enhance in value as much as five per cent annually, and that, too, without any trouble to the

owner. And so it is everywhere. Now, is it not perfectly absurd to expect to reduce the rate of interest on the

profits or capital below this steady per cent of increase in the value of town and city lots by any combination of

labor, or by any legislation which falls short of restoring these land values to the people who collectively create

them? Suppose you have $10,000 to-day. The best and safest thing you can do with it is to invest it in town lots in

or near some growing town. Ten years from to-day, unless the George theory becomes more generally understood,

these lots will be worth $20,000, and you will have drawn to yourself $10,000 worth of wealth for which you have

given no equivalent. You will simply have robbed the labor of the country of $10,000. But now suppose the

George system to be in force. What are you to do with your $10,000? You can’t buy vacant lots with it now. There

is no speculation in them. The tax which you would have to pay for the privilege of excluding capital and labor

from the opportunities for employment which vacant lots afford would be too heavy for you. In fact, you can’t get

your money into land at all. You can’t even loan it on land alone because land alone has no value in the market.

The result is that unless you let your money lie idle and so lose interest on it, you are compelled to invest it so as to

give employment to labor. You must put it into buildings, into machinery, into manufactory stock, into farm

implements, into some of the products of human industry, into some channel where it will be active and where it

will afford employment for labor. Not only must you do this with your capital, but every other capitalist must do

the same with his capital. Thus, under the George system capital can only increase itself by calling labor to its aid

and giving it employment. Under the present system capital can increase itself without calling in the aid of labor,

without giving employment to labor. It does so, and it can only do so by buying dirt and burying itself in land.

Under the present system as wealth accumulates it constantly seeks to invest itself in land, to get control of

natural elements, and get into a position from which it can blackmail labor. The moment it gets into this position

it not only ceases to be a factor in the production of wealth, but it becomes an obstacle in the way. Under the

George system, however, wealth cannot thus become an obstacle to the creation of more wealth.

Hamilton, Ont., Times.

The Question Needs Clearing Up.

Sic in the original; probably “but he no longer finds”.
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Reference is made to Dr. McGlynn’s disobedience. If our memory serves, he was ordered by his bishop to refrain

from speaking at a political meeting in the city where he has a vote. He disobeyed. He was ordered to go to Rome.

Again he disobeyed. We do not know what vows of obedience a Catholic priest takes at his ordination. Discipline

there must be in a church as in an army, but whether the priest is bound to obey his superiors in all things is a

question upon which light is needed. From the discussion of the McGlynn case, so far as it has gone, it would

appear that the priest just excommunicated maintains his right to form and to expound his own opinions on

politics and political economy, though he acknowledges the duty of obedience to papal decisions on questions of

faith and morals. . . .

Dr. McGlynn’s opinions on political economy tend toward absolute free trade. He does not believe in taxing boots,

stoves, houses and horses to get public revenue; he favors a single tax on land values. Whether he is right or wrong

can hardly be a question of faith and morals. The pope, a citizen of Italy, can hardly be expected to know as well as

Dr. McGlynn, a citizen of New York, which system of taxation is better for the people of America.

The question needs clearing up. If the advocacy of free trade is a sin, punishable by cutting off from the

sacraments and deprivation of Christian burial, the advocacy of any approach to free trade—the abolition of any

taxes on commodities—must be a step toward sin. If the raising of all public revenue by a land tax would be a sin

requiring punishment, the raising of a portion of the municipal revenue by a land tax is a sin. A general

condemnation of Dr. McGlynn will not do. His specific offense, and its limitations, ought to be described for the

guidance of the millions in all countries who have to pay taxes and do not wish to incur ecclesiastical penalties. In

discussing a question of Catholic doctrine or discipline, a Protestant writer may ignorantly use terms offensive to

Catholics, because the things which are sacred or dreadful to the Catholic are not similarly regarded by the

Protestant.

New York World.

The old iron mine known as the Sherman mine, on the mountain above Sparta86, in Sussex county, has been

reopened by Cooper,87 & Hewitt, the well-known iron firm of New York. The mine was closed for a long time, as

the ore was not considered valuable enough to warrant working it; but a large gang of men have been put at work

and a rich vein has been found. They expect to ship fifty tons a day to their furnaces.

How the Anti-Poverty Society of One Makes Its Collections.

86. Ed. Sparta is in New Jersey. https://njskylands.com/history-mines-sparta-mountain says “In the midst of the American Revolution (1765-1783), when
the demand for iron was at an all time high, they opened the Horseshoe Mine. This mine is visible today as a 300-foot-deep, water-filled chasm behind a
chain link fence along Edison Road . . .Although general demand for iron fell sharply after the Civil War, local requirements did not waver, and yield peaked in
1880 with about 91,000 tons from the Sparta Mountain mines. This sustained productivity attracted the attention of Thomas Edison, who held a handful of
untested patents related to ore processing.”
87. Ed. Cooper & Hewitt Iron: Peter Cooper, for whom a huge relatively affordable set of apartment buildings in lower Manhattan, facing the East River, is
named, and for whom Cooper Union is named, and his son-in-law, Abram Hewitt, who defeated Henry George in the 1886 mayoral campaign formed this
company. See https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=166106. There is, in the Carnegie Mansion on Fifth Avenue at 91st Street, the Cooper-Hewitt, Smithsonian
Design Museum, devoted to historical and contemporary design, founded by Cooper’s granddaughters. See https://www.cooperhewitt.org/about/
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AN EMINENT METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL INTERFERENCE IN POLITICS.

No Curse of Rome Can Blacken the White Soul—The Real Reason of the Excommunication—The Pope

Assuming to Impose His Political Economy on the World—The Single Tax Discussed—Questions to Henry

George and His Answers to Them—A Warning to the Catholic Hierarchy.

The Rev. Howard Henderson, pastor of the Sixty-first street Methodist Episcopal church, delivered on Sunday last

an eloquent discourse on the recent aggressive interference of the papacy in American politics. Taking for his text

the third and fourth verses of the second chapter of the second epistle to the Thessalonians, the reverend

gentleman said:91,88

“The papacy wields its power through the doctrine that the pope holds the keys of hell and heaven—the power to

curse or bless men for time and eternity, in family, fortune and fame, body and soul.

“As a man values his soul above all things, it is supposed that he will be obedient to any decree of God’s

vicegerent89 rather than incur the fearful anathema of the holy father, who. in his ire, curses from the crown of the

head to the soles of the feet, every limb, organ, function and member of the human body, refuses to the outlawed

soul the comforts of religion, living or dying, denies the rites of Christian burial, and the poor privilege of laying the

body in consecrated ground, and then sends the spirit doomed forever into the great hereafter. Among the

credulous90 in all ages such a dogma would create a superstitious awe and bring the proudest to their knees. Under

the exercise of this frightful prerogative, credited as divine, popes have made kings the supple puppets of their

caprice and bidding, ruled in the affairs of empire, stirred the fires and fanned the flames of revolution, sacrificed

holocausts of humanity on the altar of fanatical crusades, kindled the fagots of the auto-da-fe, instituted the

horrors of the inquisition, exacted treasure from princes and peasants, and rioted in a luxury of despotism.

“But the papal thunder has no more terror for an American born patriot and philanthropist like Father McGlynn

than the sheet iron rattled behind the faded scenery of a variety theater to raise the imagination of the

groundlings. Leo XIII may lock the chancel gate of St. Stephen’s against its grand priest, withhold the holy wafer

from the lips that hunger for the sacrament, decline the consolations of religion to his august soul when his body

is dying, forbid his dust repose in consecrated ground, but there is one little territory, free as the philanthropist

would make the land, over which God decrees that the individual man shall sway the scepter—the soul. No tyrant

REV. HOWARD HENDERSON

91. Ed. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 and 2:4: “ 3Let no one deceive you in any way, for it will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness — the
son of destruction — is revealed. 4He will oppose and exalt himself above every so-called god or object of worship. So he will seat himself in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God.” https://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/2-4.htm (Placed approximately.)
88. Ed. “His life was gentle; and the elements so mixed in him . . .” William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar. (Placed approximately.)
89. Ed. Vicegerent: a person exercising delegated power on behalf of a sovereign or ruler; a person regarded as an earthly representative of God or a god,
especially the Pope. Vicegerent is the official administrative deputy of a ruler or head of state: vice (Latin for “in place of”) and gerere (Latin for “to carry on,
conduct”). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicegerent lists the individuals; in the Catholic Church, the Vicegerent is an auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of
Rome, who is granted the personal title of archbishop and serves as the chief assistant to the Cardinal Vicar of Rome
90. Ed. Credulous: having or showing too great a readiness to believe things.
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dare invade that with his manacles; no poignard143 can pierce to its immortal vitals; no curse of Rome can blacken

the white soul true to God, to man, to country and to duty.

“To see a man true to the religion of his church. still thrilled and thralled with many of its traditions sacred in his

memory, yet free from the assumed prerogatives and capricious politics of the papacy, daring to be prouder of his

title as an American citizen than of the pitiful claim,”I am a Roman,” appealing from the self-asserting vicegerent

to the King of kings, standing like a rock in the midst of troubled seas that threaten to wreck his temporal

fortunes, speaking for republican institutions against foreign interference and ecclesiastical pragmatism, standing

for our public school system against class and sect education, resisting sectarian demand for a virtual control of

the state and city benevolent institutions, pleading the cause of the oppressed poor, protesting against the

exacting demands of his metropolitan, and baring his breast to receive the lightning bolts of the “Roman

machine”—this is a spectacle to men and angels. Before it the words of the poet are incarnated into a living fact:

His life was gentle; and the elements

So mixed in him that Nature might stand up

And say to all the world, this was a man.

“God has not given the pope power enough to padlock the lips of our patriot priest, nor to pluck up, destroy and

scatter the great rerepublicsic that nursed her noble son into his dauntless freedom, and will crown his brow with

her imperishable laurels. Dr. McGlynn but revives the eagle-like cry of Patrick Henry and gives it a fresh echo

down the ages—‘Give me liberty or give me death.’

“As Americans it behooves us to inquire, What is the real reason of Dr. McGlynn’s excommunication? It cannot be

said that he has violated the precedents of the church by taking an interest in questions of politics. Within the last

year the pope has made a dicker93,94,95,96,149 for votes in support of the army bill in consideration of certain

ecclesiastical privileges accorded Rome in the German empire. Is not the demand for Catholic chaplain service in

our benevolent institutions and the opposition to our public schools—the very basis of perpetuity for free

institutions—meddling with politics? Why are we constantly hearing of ‘the Catholic vote’ and ‘how it will go?’

“Or was it on account of the land theories he advocates that Dr. McGlynn was excommunicated? Then, indeed,

the pope is assuming to impose his system of political economy on the world. That Dr. McGlynn is not a political

or moral criminal for advocating what are known as the George theories concerning land will be admitted by all

candid persons who understand thensic. Wishing categorical statements from Mr. George I addressed him a series

of questions, which he answered as follows:

Q.—Why should land only pay the cost of administering government?

A.—Because the value of land, irrespective of improvements made upon it. is not a value created by labor, but a value

that arises from the growth of the community, and therefore justly belongs to the whole people and not to

143. Ed. Poignard: A poniard or poignard (Fr.) is a long, lightweight thrusting knife with a continuously tapering, acutely pointed blade, and a cross-guard,
historically worn by the upper class,noblemen, or members of the knighthood. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poignard.
Sic in the original; probably “republic”.
93. Ed. Make a dicker: to argue with someone, especially about the price of goods.
94. Ed. American landholders as distinct from absentee landlords such as William Scully, who by 1900 had accumulated 225,000 acres of prime agricultural
land in Illinois, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska, farmed by 1500 tenant farmers. See footnotes in The Standard, Issue #025. (Placed approximately.)
95. Ed. “Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again; The eternal years of God are hers; But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, And dies among his
worshippers.” William Cullen Bryant (1794-1878), The Battle-Field. See https://poets.org/poem/battle-field. (Placed approximately.)
96. Ed. “Nothing is ever settled until it is settled right.” Attributed to Rudyard Kipling and Abraham Lincoln; also used by Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1850-1919).
See https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/settle-the-question-right/. (Placed approximately.)
149. Ed. “The thoughts of men are widened with the processes of the suns.” Tennyson, Locksley Hall. See https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/
45362/locksley-hall. (Placed approximately.)
Sic in the original; probably “who understand them”.
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individuals. Because the value of land can be taken by taxation without fining industry or punishing thrift or in

any wise lessening the incentive to produce wealth. Because taking land values in this way for public uses would

make it unprofitable to speculate in land, and prevent men from taking land for which they have no use and

holding it idle in the hope of profiting by its advance in value. In short, by taking for public uses those values

which attach to land by reason of the growth of the community, and making all members of the community equal

sharers in the fund created by the growth of the community, we would leave to labor and capital all that they

produce, and by preventing speculation would open land to those who want to use it, thus giving labor abundant

opportunities for employment.

Q.—Is there any denial of the right of tenure and its transmission to others by inheritance or bequest?

A.—There is none. We do not propose taking land from any one, and holders of land would have as sacred right of

possessionsic as they have now, subject to the payment of a tax upon the value of the land, as at present. The only

difference would be that the tax upon the value of land, where it had a value, would be increased, and the taxes

upon build-

p. 7, col. 2
ings, improvements and personal property abolished. Everyone would be free to bequeath, give, or sell his right of

possession as he is now.

Q.—Why should not buildings, furniture, machinery, etc., be taxed?

A.—Because they are the products of individual labor, and should be left in their entirety to those who produced

them. Whatever wealth any man produces is his, and to tax a man on his buildings, furniture, machinery, etc., is to

infringe upon the sacred right of property. Because the more buildings, more furniture, more machinery, etc., in

any country, the richer that country will be. It is therefore against good public policy, by taxing these things, to

lessen their production.

Q.—Would the revenue derived from land taxation alone be adequate to defray all the expenses of government,

including education, eleemosynary institutions, highways, parks, etc.?

A.—The value of land, and consequently the revenue that can be derived from it, grows with the progress of

society; it is nothing where there is only one settler and is largest where there is the greatest population and the

most wealth. In New York city the income obtainable from a tax on land values alone would be probably two or

three times as much as the amount now raised by taxation. In the country at large it would at least suffice for all

the expenses of our various governments. The cheapness of collection of this tax would very much reduce our

governmental expenses and simplify the governmental machinery, and it would also lessen governmental

expenses indirectly, by opening avenues for labor, and producing such good times that the expenses we are now at

for the maintenance of paupers, criminals, courts, etc., would be largely reduced, and finally, I think, almost

abolished, and the impetus which would be given to production would so increase wealth, and consequently the

value of land, that this fund would constantly and rapidly increase, giving us a vast surplus, which we could use for

higher purposes.

Q.—As the farmer now complains that he can barely make a livelihood, would any burdens be placed on him by

taxing land values greater than he now bears?

A.—The burden which the farmer now bears would be enormously reduced. Taxing land values irrespective of

improvements would tend to shift the burden from the farming districts to the high land values of the great cities,

mining districts, etc., and the farmer would get rid of the indirect taxes that now fall so heavily on him.

Sic in the original; probably “would have as sacred a right of possession”.
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Q.—Suppose a man should sell his farm for $50,000 and loan the money out, would it be right to exempt him from

his share in the expenses of society?

A.—What we ought to tax is what a man has now, irrespective of what he had last year or the year before. Land

values should be taxed because land is a gift of God to the whole people, not the production of any one of them,

and because the value which attaches to land irrespective of improvements is produced by the growth of the

community, not by what the individual does. Money and other forms of wealth of which it is the representative

should not be taxed, because they are the results of individual exertion. Or, to base the answer on expediency,

which, however, I believe will always be found to coincide with justice, money cannot be taxed with fairness, as its

possessors can readily conceal it, and to attempt to tax it is merely to produce evasion and fraud. Land lies out of

doors; its value can be clearly ascertained, and its taxation does not produce evasion and corruption. If we

succeeded in taxing money, the effect would be to drive it away; we can tax land values all we please and there will

not be an inch the less land.

Q.—The tendency now is to the centralization of population in towns and cities. Would the exempting of

manufactures and industrial arts from taxation, raising the price of labor and putting the cost of government on

land, not have the tendency to withdraw money from agricultural pursuits?

A.—The improper distribution of our population, which is now too much crowded in the cities and too widely

separated in the country, results from speculation in land. People are crowded in the cities because of the high

prices charged for vacant land. People are separated in the country because every man aims not at getting hold of

what land he can use, but at grabbing all the land he can get. To put taxation on land values would, by destroying

speculative values, give to our city population the opportunity to scatter and bring our agricultural population

closer together, thus giving to the people now crowded together in the cities the advantages of more room,

separate houses, gardens, etc., and to the people in the country the advantages of a closer neighborhood with the

enjoyment of churches, schools, libraries and much more social intercourse than they now have.

Q.—Would the landholder be equally benefited with the capitalist and the wage earner?

A.—The land owner, pure and simple, would be relatively injured, and finally would be eliminated, for under the

system which we propose none would have any object in holding land unless he wanted to use it; but the land

owners in the United States are all, to some extent, either capitalists or laborers, or both. They would gain as

capitalists and laborers, and still more as citizens, much more than they would lose as land owners.

Q.—Would your views if realized injure any class other than the monopolists whom every just man now regards as

tyrants, oppressing by their exacting avarice?

A.—They would not. And this reform would really be for the benefit, as individuals, of those very monopolists, for

although we may not see it on the petty scale of individual transactions, it is, I believe, the eternal law of God, that

no one can, in the long run, profit by injustice. The very rich are to my mind as clearly sufferers by the present

unjust distribution of wealth as the very poor, although in another way; and in a state of society in which no one

could get what he did not fairly earn, and every one would have opportunity to fairly earn a good living, the

increase of wealth, the improvement of morals and the growth of intelligence would be so great that the change

would prove of enormous benefit to every one, even those who are now our greatest monopolists.

Q.—Should the government assume control of the railroads, telegraphs, etc., would transportation be cheapened to

the minimum cost, as now in the postal service?

A.—I believe it would be; and I believe we would find it profitable to run many of our railroads, those in cities and

towns especially, just as elevators are run in large buildings, free of charge to those using them, defraying the
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expenses from the added value they gave to land, just as the owner of one of those large buildings defrays the

expenses of his elevator by the added value it gives to his rooms. And it must be remembered that the

simplification of government that would result from doing away with the present system of taxation would enable

much more attention to be given to this department of public affairs, while the abolition of poverty and of the

fear of it would tend to do away with that overpowering greed which now produces so much corruption in our

public service.

“It is folly,” said Mr. Henderson, “to sneer at a question which raises the hoary and heavy wrongs of humanity, or

to ridicule the answers that propose relief. The only way to permanently de-

p. 7, col. 3
feat an error is to prove it such by making obvious the truth that opposes it. Error and wrong acquire no essential

rights by age. ‘Truth crushed to earth will rise again—the eternal years of God are hers.’ Difficulties of adjustment

of the wrongs of men to the principles of justice should only provoke efforts and develop resources for righting.

‘Nothing is ever settled that is not settled right.’ This age is an inquiring one ‘The thoughtssic of men are widened

with the processes of the suns.’ The foundations are being tried. A mighty iconoclast,98 is abroad, shattering the

idols of men. The idola154 terræ must perish with the rest. This spirit of investigation is to error, prejudice and

wrong what the sandal tree is to insects—it requires departure or death. Men may combine in a strong party and

get to themselves vast fame and fortune and force, and knead a deal of clay and mold a myriad of bricks, and build

a towering and terraced Babel and call it a temple of the sun, and establish a vast bossism and boodle system, but

the time of confusion of tongues comes at last and the party is shattered and scattered because it placed itself in

antagonism to the will of the universe of right.

“That outrageous wrongs exist that make life a chronic woe to millions the candid must concede. To say these

wrongs cannot be righted by proper remedies is to confess Christianity a failure, inasmuch as the gospel is

incapable of keeping its advent promise of ‘peace on earth and good will to men.’ If men are forever to set

themselves in battle array fighting for their rights, and their war cries must forever be the wails of widowhood, the

sobs of orphanage, the curses of the plundered, then the doctrine of the fatherhood of God and brotherhood of

men must seem a Utopian vision and Christ the idlest dreamer of all time.

“As I gaze upon the battle field strewn with the slain and watch the survivors with stunted souls and sickly bodies

staggering aimlessly along the world’s highways, content to take the dust flung from gilded chariot wheels on the

sweat that unrequited toil has beaded on their faces, to me the spectacle is agonizingly sad. I look at them in their

wretchedness and woe, their heaviness and hopelessness, and cry, ’Oh, my Father, are these Thy children and do

they wear Thy image? Oh, forlorn and ship-wrecked stranger, art thou my brother?”

“Whatever ought to be, will be. If I did not believe that, love would stagnate and hope would die within my breast.

Mr. George may not have found the panacea for the wrongs of society; Dr. McGlynn may be deluded as the Peter

the Hermit of the new crusade, but that these men feel the wrongs of my fellow men enough to immolate

themselves on the altar of sacrifice of a suffering humanity, draws me to them with an open ear to hear their

piteous plea.

“I am not a follower of Mr. George, but I am a student of his theories. His style is so fascinating that I fear it may

beguile my fancy to the perversion of my reason. That he is telling many wholesome truths, I believe; that he has

succeeded in arresting attention to social questions such as they never heretofore commanded, we know; that he

has secured a large following is history; that he is a man of transcendent abilities no one but a dolt would deny;

Sic in the original; probably “inquiring one. ’The thoughts”.
98. Ed. Iconoclast: a person who attacks cherished beliefs or institutions; a destroyer of images used in religious worship.
154. Ed. Idola terrae: idols of the earth. See https://biblehub.com/exodus/20-4.htm and https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/5-8.htm
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that such a man and minister as Dr. McGlynn should stand by his doctrine at the cost of excommunication from

his church, should make everyone hestitatesic to repudiate what he has not thoroughly examined. Whether or not

Mr. George’s economics shall ever be incorporated into society, the agitation he is exciting will help forward

mightily to the final full solution of the sore problem of poverty. I will in no case, because of the complications

and difficulties of the perplexing riddle, abandon the hope that from spheres of supernal light I may get fresh joy

by gazing down upon a world of bustling activity, of teeming interests, of invention, production and trade, in

which the golden rule shall be the supreme constitution of society, and the legend on the flags of commerce and

over the portals of exchanges shall be, ‘Look not every man on his own things, but also on the things of others.’ I

will know then that the time for the redemption of my body and the coronation of Christ is at hand. Then heaven

will bride the earth—peace will reign and universal good prevail.

Then none will be for party100;

  Then all will be for state;

Then the great will help the poor,

  And the poor will love the great.

Then shall lands be fairly portioned,

  Then produce fairly sold;

And Christians be like brothers,

  In the age that Christ foretold.

“Blessed are the visionaries! The prophets were seers of visions. Poets are the hierophants of the future. Great and

ultimate ideals march at the head of all progress.

“But to recur to our catechism:

“Did not the pope tell the electors of Germany for whom to vote as members of the reichstag? Did not Archbishop

Corrigan dictate to the voters of New Jersey what to do with their ballots when a constitutional question was

pending in that state, and issue his order through the priests of the diocese?

“The trouble with Dr. McGlynn arises from the fact that Archbishop Michael’s harness does not fit him, and he

will not wear it. Could he vote with the archbishop and oppose American institutions against which his grace is set

McGlynn could be made monsignor. Could he only retract he could have a parish at Middletown, or in any rural

retreat where his influence on public opinion would not be felt. Strange theory that which makes a man unfit to

preach in New York suitable to preach in a country town! Poor compliment to Middletown! Intelligence and

eloquence are not factors in the proposed shift of parishes—for Father McGlynn is acknowledged to be the

Chrysostom101,102,103 of the Catholic pulpit in America, and the peer of any man on the lecture platform. No! They

fear the power of his eloquence and example in thwarting the ambitious scheme of Romanizing America.

“How absurd the pretense—‘meddling with politics’—for excommunicating this gifted and good man, set forth by a

church that has made crowns and croziers its playthings, been crafty in diplomacy, and shifted its game of power

as easily as the chess automaton does the kings and queens, knights and bishops on the board before it!

Sic in the original; probably “hesitate”.
100. Ed. “Then none will be for party . . .” Searches did not find a source for this.
101. Ed. John Chrysostom (c. 347-407) was an important Early Church Father who served as archbishop of Constantinople. He is known for his preaching
and public speaking, his denunciation of abuse of authority by both ecclesiastical and political leaders, his Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, and his
ascetic sensibilities. The epithet Chrysostomos, anglicized as Chrysostom, means “golden-mouthed” in Greek and denotes his celebrated eloquence.
102. Ed. The lines of this are pulled from Tennyson’s “In Memoriam.” See https://poets.org/poem/memoriam-ring-out-wild-bells. (Placed approximately.)
103. Ed. “Ay, call it holy ground . . .” These are the last four lines of a poem that starts “The breaking waves dashed high,” by Felicia Dorothea Browne
Hemans (1793-1835) dated 1828, inspired by an account of the “Landing of the Pilgrims.” See http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/h/e/m/a/hemans_fdb.htm.
(Placed approximately.)
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Dr. McGlynn is the first martyr to this stealthy power in America. The outrage visited upon him is an assault upon

the American doctrine of citizenship—upon liberty of opinion, speech and action—an attempt to muzzle an orator

as eloquent as the silver trumpet of the Levite was musical, and make him take his politics from a foreign dictator

who claims the power to doom for time and eternity all who resist his political views. I regard this patriot priest as

one, pointing to the tower of Inde-pendence hall, in which hangs the bell of American freedom, and crying: Ring!

Ring!

Ring out the grief that saps the mind;

Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;

Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring out the false—ring in the true,

Ring in the love of common good,

Ring in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the Christ that is to be!

“As a representative of Americanism against the domination of foreign ideas, monastical and monarchical,

peculiarly pedestaled for attention, Father McGlynn is the central figure of the age. His dictum is, ‘All the religion

you please from Rome, but no politics.’ Born in New York and educated in its public schools, he has imbibed the

spirit of the republic. Residing for a season at Rome

p. 7, col. 4
for theological training, he has witnessed the operations of ‘the machine’ whose politics, as a loyal American and a

pure philanthropist, he feels bound to reject.

“In a country like ours it is of the first importance that our people be made homogeneous. The separation and

education of our children in class and sectarian schools tends to fierce jealousies and dangerous divisions in

society. The public schools are the nurseries of the republic. They foster the spirit of patriotism by the nature of

their studies, the training and character of their teachers, the songs that are sung, the flags displayed at their fetes,

and the gratitude they inspire to the state for having afforded the advantages of education as a preparation for

intelligent citizenship. To break these barriers to its progress down is the chief aim of the papacy. Against this a

native American son of the church has protested. To applaud him for his manliness is but to buttress our own

principles. Against religious dogmas we may protest with reasons, but against political interference in American

affairs by churches, or popes, or potentates we will resist.

“It concerns us not as citizens what any man thinks about sacraments, masses for the dead, absolution, holy water,

bells, or ground, or purgatory. As protestants we will debate these questions of faith with those we think in error.

But any attempt to establish a Romish hierarchy in America we will resist because we are republicans, and political

popery is inimical to the genius and dangerous to the destiny of free institutions.

“If the pope proposes to throttle our public education; to dominate our state and municipal benevolences; to

dictate to our voters; to bribe our legislators; to intimidate our publicists—in a word, to Romanize the United

States—we will take the alarm, forecast the future, and with the spirit of our Puritan and Huguenot fathers stand

and ‘strike for our altars and our fires, for the green graves of our sires, for God and our native land.’ Flying from

just such oppression as the pope would reinstitute in our fair land our pilgrim fathers escaped to our shores, and

we

Will call it holy ground,

  The place where first they trod;
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They left unstained what there they found,

  Freedom to worship God.”

Commenting on a statement that Dr. McGlynn’s advocacy of the anti-poverty movement was a sufficient cause for

his expulsion from the church, the Chicago Times remarks:

This statement of the case is not correct. The offense for which Padre McGlynn was sentenced consisted in

advocating a political tenet which the Italian religious corporation did not approve. The head of that

corporation could go into politics, it appears, without overstepping his religious function. It is a mistake,

said Archbishop Corrigan, to say that the pope has no jurisdiction of political doctrines. Certainly, he

assumed jurisdiction in this instance, and entered his “infallible” judgment to the effect that the doctrine of

no private property in land was an immoral and irreligious doctrine.

After that infallible decision of a purely and wholly political question by the Italian religious tribunal, any

American citizen, priest or layman, regenerate or unregenerate, who ventured to take the opposition side of

that political question became liable to eternal banishment from the abode of the righteous.

It would be difficult to magnify the importance of the decision in this case with relation to affairs political. It

brings clearly into view the tremendous advantage of the party that “stands in,” as the phrase is, with the

Italian ecclesiastical establishment, that holds a commission from the Almighty for the decision of the right

and wrong of political questions, and keeps the keys of heaven for the rigorous enforcement of its decisions.

What wonder that the unscrupulous demagogue104 of Maine, in order to promote his sinister political

ambition, should seek an alliance with a foreign religious corporation that is able to assume political

jurisdiction of such enormous significance?

Brooklyn Standard-Union.

Outwardly Archbishop Corrigan has carried his point against Dr. McGlynn, and the politicians of Tammany hall

and the county democracy have the satisfaction of seeing the man who more successfully than any other one man

assailed corrupt politics in New York driven out from the church of his fathers and humiliated as much as it was in

the power of the archbishop, backed by the Rev. Preston and the gentlemen of “the palace,” to humiliate him

before the people. But unless all signs fail, it will prove a dearly purchased victory for the democratic politicians.

Nor is the triumph of Archbishop Corrigan by any means complete. . . . It seems to be reasonably clear that the

church authorities at Rome disapprove of the position on the land question taken by Archbishop Corrigan and the

irrepressible Preston, and it may be inferred that they are not in the least obliged to these gentlemen for getting

them into a snarl that might easily have been avoided. . . . Logically, the church authorities were compelled to

excommunicate the doctor, but it is very doubtful if they approve at all of the management of the archbishop and

his advisers which made that disagreeable duty a necessity. And the disapproval of the archbishop’s course by the

church authorities will not be lessened as time goes on. The scenes witnessed in the Academy of Music and in

Irving hall, New York, must make it apparent to the mind of the dullest ecclesiastic of what Dr. McGlynn calls the

The Advantage of “Standing In” With the Italian Ring.

A Significant Utterance.

104. Ed. Demagogue: a political leader who seeks support by appealing to the desires and prejudices of ordinary people rather than by using rational
argument. The reference to demagogue of Maine is not clear.
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“Roman machine” that the mass of the Catholic workingmen, always the mainstay of the church in this and every

other country, are strongly with the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and strongly against Archbishop Corrigan.

Correspondence of Banner of the Cross.

SIRS—My attention has been called to an editorial critique on the address of the Rev. J. O. S. Huntington at the

Anti-poverty society in Philadelphia. As it hardly does full justice to the speaker, I trust that you will allow me a

word of explanation. The sentiment “land is not property, but opportunity,” was first used by the

Rev. Mr. Pentecost, but is generally accepted by those who believe in the support of government by land taxation.
161

It is a common mistake to confound the absolute right of property with the right of occupancy. But the difference

can be shown in the case of a free church, where a family is allowed to occupy a pew on the condition of regular

and constant use. If the pew were their property, they would have the right to nail it up and bar out every intruder

until they could rent it to somebody at a large advance.

This is just the plan of anti-monopoly with regard to land which Mr. George proposes. Let every one have the

absolute and exclusive right of occupancy of as much land as he can use, so long as he pays a full rental tax for its

use. If, like the dog in the manger, he does not use it, he cannot afford to hold it for speculative purposes, for the

tax would more than eat up all his profits. Land being opportunity to labor, rather than private prop-erty, would

give the right of occupancy to those who were diligent and industrious.

Stated in this true form, the question becomes one of political economy, and can hardly conflict with any

recognized principle of faith or morals.

PRESBYTER.

Colorado Catholic.

There is no uncertain sound in the letter of the pope to Archbishop Corrigan on the McGlynn matter. The church

is the friend of the workingmen and their organization for legitimate purposes. It has ever been the friend of the

poor, the struggling and the down-trodden. The socialistic theories of such men as Henry George and

Dr. McGlynn find no sympathy in her bosom, and meet with condemnation in the heart of the Vatican.

p. 7, col. 5

Written on reading “Tenement House Morality” in “The Standard” for July 2.

In the wilderness crieth a voice—

  “Make straight for His coming a way!”

A Terse and Timely Rejoinder.

Just So!

The Voice.

161. Ed. Banner of the Cross: this may be a publication of a Jesuit entity. See https://librarynews.lmu.edu/2022/03/beneath-the-banner-of-the-cross-what-
you-missed/. (Placed approximately.)
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Our spirits have heard and rejoice

  That heavenly call to obey.

O, Lord of the straying and lost!

  We would gather the sheep to thy fold,

From the “horrible tempest” that tossed

  Their lives in its fury and cold.

A voice in the wilderness cries:

  Oh, not from the mountain and glen!

For heavy with curses and sighs

  Is the air of this desert of men.

And crowded with sin and despair,

  Shut out from the blue of the sky,

Is the terrible wilderness where

  Thy little ones struggle and die!

In the wilderness crieth—O God!

  That voice: ’Twas a garden thou gave;

But we have made barren the sod,

  And stand with our feet on a grave.

We have bartered our birthright for dross,

  We have infidel been to Thy love,

And we dare, from our shame and our loss,

  To look up to Thy heaven above!

In the wilderness crieth a voice—

  “Make straight for His coming a way!”

Lo, the desolate places rejoice,

  And break into singing to-day.

O, garden, beloved of the Lord!

  Unshadowed by sorrow or sin,

From thy gateway shall vanish the sword,

  When thy children their heritage win.

FRANCES M. MILNE.

San Luis Obispo, Cal.

Rev. Alexander Jackson of Pittsburg on the Question of the Day—“Free as Air” and “Free as Land” Should Be

Synonymous.

Pittsburg, Pa., Penny Press.

Rev. Alexander Jackson spoke on July 11 in the chapel of the First Presbyterian church, on the subject of Henry

George, Father McGlynn and the land question: “There is much misunderstanding in regard to this land question

and the division of party lines;” said he. “Father McGlynn and Henry George have been spoken of freely as

ANOTHER REVEREND RECRUIT.
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socialists, com-munists and anarchists. Now there should be a clear idea as to what these terms mean. Our

legislature is largely socialistic, even communistic in recent years. Communism means where the property of one,

honestly earned, is taken for the interest of other people. That is, where a tax on labor and industry and right is

made in order that public good may result. Henry George and Father McGlynn are directly opposite and

antagonistic to these ideas of anarchy. Any tax on personal property, earned by honest thrift and labor, is not right,

and is so pronounced by Henry George, who says: ‘I hold that that which man has earned is rightly his, and should

not be taken away from him, even for public use or for public good.’ They are not opposed to personal property in

any form, if honestly acquired. There are three factors engaged in the production of wealth—land, labor and

capital; these are in almost equal proportions. Now, man was born upon land; all his habits and instincts tell him

that he is formed to live there, yet a very large per cent of the citizens of the United States have not an inch of

land to live upon, except they pay some one else for that privilege. The great mass in the cities has no right or title

to any part of this world’s surface. except, perhaps, in the public streets and parks. The city of Pittsburg, for

instance, has an acre or so upon Second avenue, which may be trod upon if you ‘keep off the grass.’

“All land, whether improved or not, should and does retain its natural value, and the market value which is put on

it does not belong there, but is owing to the abuses of men who have it in their possession. For instance,

Manhattan island, on which New York now stands, was sold some 200 years ago to a Dutchman for $24. Now,

according to Messrs. George and McGlynn, if that man raised vegetables and produce upon it he was rightly

entitled to the revenue, but he is not entitled to one red cent more. People come on his island, towns are built and

a great city arises; what is the result? One single acre of that land has been known to bring $4,000,000.

“He who takes what belongs to me, whether by law or not, is a thief and a robber, and should be obliged to return

the stolen goods. Every man contributes a certain amount to the value of land, and that being so, the state robs

him for an individual’s aggrandizement. This should be righted, as this value is artificial and each man who adds

his quota to the general value is entitled to it. How has land come into the possession of individuals who have no

right to it? By legislative authority, by conquest, by appropriation, or by grants from one who has no right to it

himself. What, then, is his title to it? ‘Free as air’ and ‘free as land’ should be synonomoussic, and whoever fences

off either for his individual uses wrongs God and man. The difficulty of righting this question is very great; it is a

question of time and proper methods.

“The press of to-day, by misrepresenting, is trying its best to kill Father McGlynn. Ministers also preach against

his views, but I say that there is no man to-day who stands out in the light more like Martin Luther than Father

McGlynn, and unless he should make some fatal mistake will in the future, I believe, be thought of even more

highly.

“Some of you ask, ‘How can this wrong be righted? It is the government which can do this, as it is only the will of

the people. Let the people demand it. Again, you say that possession gives right. I ask you ’How long does a man

need to own a stolen thing to make it his?’”

After Rev. Jackson closed there was an interesting discussion by the gentlemen present, and the result of the

meeting was on on the wholesic favorable to the views of Messrs. George and McGlynn.

Cork, Ireland, County Advertiser.

Dr. Nulty and Dr. McGlynn.

Sic in the original; probably “synonymous”.
Sic in the original; probably “the meeting was on the whole”.
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Dr. McGlynn and Dr. Nulty164 are one in thought and one in feeling on the land question. Indeed, Dr. Nulty’s essay

is simply “Progress and Poverty” in a nutshell, and might be read with interest and profit by those who may not

have an opportunity of studying the more elaborate treatise of the great American economist.

Both Dr. Nulty and Henry George believe the “nationalization of the land” to be the only true means of creating

profitable employment for the masses, thereby relieving the labor market and so checking the universal poverty

that prevails, a poverty, strange to say, to be found keenest and deepest in both the United States and the United

Kingdom, a fact that cannot be contradicted or set aside by flippant, puerile argument, but one that must go home

with force to the minds of those who care to think over or study this new doctrine, which propose to removesic

forever the great gulf that exists between the wealthy thousands and the wretched, half starved millions.

London Daily Telegraph.

If Father McGlynn could only get rid of the curse he might come to Ireland and practice with impunity the

resistance to rent which in America he is not allowed to even preach.

NATURAL RIGHTS, NATURAL LIBERTY and NATURAL LAW. An inquiry into the causes of social

maladjustments. The rational, just and adequate remedy,” is whatsic its title indicates and should be read by

everyone. Price, postage prepaid, single copy 15 cents; in quantities of 100 copies and upward 10 cents per copy.

Address, F. Q. STUART, Symes Block, Denver, Colo.

THE PHONOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE.

JEROME B. HOWARD, Editor.

A 24 page monthly. The authentic exponent of the Benn Pitman System of [Phonography?]. $1.50 per annum.

Specimen copy free. The Phonographic Institute, Cincinnati, O.

p. 7, col. 6

If He Had Done It in Ireland He Wouldn’t Have Been Cursed.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

[Advertisement] Natural Rights, Natural Liberty and Natural Law

[Advertisement] The Phonographic Magazine

164. Ed. The Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Nulty (1818-1898), the Roman Catholic Bishop of Meath, Ireland (1864-1898), author of “Back to the Land: A Letter to
the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Meath” (April 2, 1881), online at http://www.wealthandwant.com/docs/Nulty_BttL.html. An abridged version appeared
in The Standard, Issue #024, 1887-06-18, and was reprinted in the Land and Labor Library as Tract #27. See also Issue #002 and the front-page article in
Issue #020. George refers three times to “Back to the Land” in The Condition of Labor, his open letter to Pope Leo XIII (1891) in response to Rerum
Novarum. See also https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Nulty.
Sic in the original; probably “which proposes to remove”.
Sic in the original; probably “An inquiry into … remedy” with opening quote before An”.
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HENRY GEORGE’S NEW BOOK,

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE?

AN EXAMINATION OF THE TARIFF QUESTION WITH ESPECIAL REGARD TO THE INTERESTS OF

LABOR.

12mo. Cloth. Price, $1.50.

(From Preface.)

[Remainder of this advertisement (the extract from George’s preface) not transcribed: see scan. — transcriber]

OTHER WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

Progress and Poverty, 12mo. cloth……………… $1.00

” ” paper……………… .20

Social Problems, 12mo. cloth……………… 1.00

” ” paper……………… .20

Property in Land, paper……………… .15

The Land Question, paper……………… .10

For sale by all booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt of price.

HENRY GEORGE & CO., 25 Ann street, New York.

THE LAND AND LABOR LIBRARY.—We are now publishing under the title of “The Land and Labor Library” a

series of short tracts on various phases of the social problem. These pamphlets contain facts, figures and

arguments expressed in concise, vigorous language easily understood. As a means of propaganda we recommend

them to all who desire to help on the movement for social reform. Those who wish to have these tracts placed

where they will do good but who are unable personally to attend to their distribution, can remit the price to us, as

we have every facility for sending them where they are needed and will be read.

The following have already appeared:

No. 1. “First Principles.” By Henry George. 4 pages.

No. 2. “Land and Taxation.” A conversation between David Dudley Field and Henry George. 4 pages.

No. 3. “The Right to the Use of the Earth.” By Herbert Spencer. 4 pages.

No. 4. “A Christian Minister on the Remedy for Poverty.” A sermon by the Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost of Newark, N. J.

2 pages.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

[Advertisement] Henry George’s New Book, Protection or Free Trade?

[Advertisement] The Land and Labor Library
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No. 5. “A Sum in Proportion.” By T. L. McCready. [2?] pages.

No. 6. “The Settler’s Nightmare.” By Louis F. Post. 4 pages.

No. 7. “New York’s Docks. The True Mode of Raising Revenue.” By. J. W. Sullivansic. 4 pages.

No. 8. “Unemployed Labor.” By Henry George. 4 pages.

No. 9. “Voices for Reform.” 2 pages.

No. 10. “A Mysterious Disappearance.” By Lewis Freeland. 6 pages.

No. 11. “How to Increase Profits.” By A. J. Steers. 2 pages.

No. 12. “The American Farmer.” By Henry George. 4 pages.

No. 13. “Sailors’ Snug Harbor and the Randall Farm.” By W. T. Croasdale. 12 pages.

No. 14. “The Collegiate Church and the Shoemaker’s Field.” By W. T. Croasdale. 12 pages.

No. 15. “Only a Dream.” By Abner C. Thomas. 4 pages.

No. 16. “The Anti-Poverty Society.” Dr. McGlynn’s address at the first meeting. 8 pages.

No. 17. “The Cross of the New Crusade.” A poem. By David Rorty. 2 pages.

No. 18. “It is the Law of Christ.” By Rev. S. H. Spencer of Henry, Ill. 4 pages.

No. 19. “My Landlord. By John Jonessic. 4 pages.

No. 20. “Thou Shalt Not Steal.” An address by Henry George before the Anti-Poverty Society. 8 pages.

No. 21. “Christianity and Poverty.” An address by Father Huntington before the Anti-poverty society. 4 pages.

No. 22. “Poverty and Christianity.” An address by Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost before the Anti-poverty society. 8 pages.

No. 23. “The Single Tax.” By Thomas G. Shearman. 8 pages.

No. 24. “Hymns of the New Crusade”—No. 1. 4 pages.

No. 25. “Hymns of the New Crusade”—No. 2. 4 pages.

No. 26. “Religion vs. Robbery.” Address by Rev. Dr. McGlynn before the New York Anti-poverty society, June 12,

1887. 8 pages.

No. 27. “Back to the Land.” Bishop Nulty’s letter to the clergy and laity of his diocese. 16 pages. Price, 5 cents.

No. 28. “Anti-Slavery and Anti-Povert[y.?]” An address by the Rev. Hugh O. Pentecost [before?] the New York

Anti-Poverty Society, June 19. 8 pages.

No. 29. “Tenement House Morality.” Rev. J. O. S. Huntington in the Forum. 4 pages.

Sic in the original; probably “By J. W. Sullivan”.
Sic in the original; probably “”My Landlord.” By John Jones.”.
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Prices, free by mail: 2-page tracts—50 copies, 10 cents; 100 copies, 15 cents; 1,000 copies, $1; 5,000 copies, $4.25.

Four-page tracts—25 copies, 10 cents; 100 copies, 25 cents; 1,000 copies, $2; 5,000 copies, $8.50. Six-page tracts—

25 copies, 15 cents; 100 copies, 37 cents; 1,000 copies, $3; 5,000 copies, $12.75. Eight-page tracts—25 copies, 20

cents; 100 copies 50 cents; 1,000 copies, $4; 5,000 copies, $17. Ten-page tracts—25 copies, 30 cents; 100 copies,

75 cents; 1,000 copies, $6; 5,000 copies, $25.50.

Other numbers in preparation.

Address HENRY GEORGE, 25 Ann st., New York City.

HENRY GEORGE’S SOLUTION OF THE LABOR PROBLEM.

WHY I PREACHED ON IT.

by

HUGH O. PENTECOST,

Minister to the Belleville Avenue Congregational Church in Newark, N. J.

A sixteen-page pamphlet. Price 5 cents.

Sent by mail on receipt of price. Address as above.

JUST OUT.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE GEORGE-HEWITT CAMPAIGN.

By Louis F. Post and Fred. C. Leubuscher.

1 vol., paper covers. Price, 30 cents.

Address HENRY GEORGE & CO., 25 Ann street, New York.

THE DEMOCRAT.

A RADICAL REVIEW MONTHLY.

The Democrat advocates Land Resumption and those reforms which are necessary to make the English people a

free people. It asks “compensation” not for those who have benefited by unjust legislation, but for those who have

suffered thereby.

For one dollar the Democrat is supplied for 15 months to any address in the United States or Canada.

[Advertisement] Henry George’s Solution of the Labor Problem

[Advertisement] Just Out: The George-Hewitt Campaign

[Advertisement] The Democrat
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Address 5 New Bridge street, London, E. C.

TAX REFORMER.

The first paper published in America devoted to the advocacy of the principles of “Progress and Poverty.”

Subscription, one year, with a copy of “Progress and Poverty,” given free, 50 cents; with “Progress and Poverty”

and “Social Problems,” 75 cents.

M. BATTLE, 9 Spruce street, New York.

SOMETHING NEW.—Anti-poverty and Labor party hand-painted photo badges. Agents wanted. Metropolitan

[Decorative?] Badge Co. Office, No 7 Westsic [14th?] st., room 4.

[Advertisement] Tax Reformer

[Advertisement] Something New

Sic in the original; probably “Office, No. 7 West”.
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8 THE STANDARD, SATURDAY JULY 30. 1887.

p. 8, col. 1

The recruit subscriptions are booming. Our friends all over the country appreciate more and more every day the

immense effect that may be produced by sending THE STANDARD regularly for a few weeks to any man who has

the slightest capacity for thought and the slightest willingness to exercise it. As one of our correspondents says,

THE STANDARD hammers at a man from every side, and if he has a weak place in his armor it is bound to find it.

And after that—after he once begins to think—he can be pretty safely counted on as a convert.107

Here are some letters which show what the anti-poverty folks are doing in this matter:

SALEM, Mass.—Please renew the following three subscriptions to THE STANDARD for six months. I also send $1

to pay for my admission as a member of the Anti-poverty society. The remainder of my remittance please apply to

sending THE STANDARD for six weeks to the following five addresses. I would like to write more and send more

money to help the work, but defer both till another time.

WILLIAM H. GOVE.

HARTFORD, Conn.—I get THE STANDARD every week from my newsdealer, and wish to spread it round and

thereby spread the light into all the dark corners. I send you $2, for twelve papers for six weeks; nine to be sent to

the addresses below, and the other three to me for my own distribution. God bless the noble Dr. McGlynn.

SPREAD THE LIGHT.

WEST BRIGHTON, N. Y.—I gladly take advantage of the excellent offer made in THE STANDARD, and send five

addresses to which you will please send that beacon light of a new era in human advancement, THE STANDARD,

for six weeks, and may God bless the result.

A. B. STODDARD.

SPEEDSVILLE, N. Y.—For the inclosed remittance please have me and my wife made members of the glorious

Anti-poverty society, and mail me a copy of “Protection or Free Trade?” For the balance I would like recruiting

STANDARDS sent for six weeks to the following seven addresses. They are mostly the names of poor men who

cannot afford to invest money in tuition at the anti-poverty school until they have first heard a course of free

lectures. If any of them are so constituted as to be able to withstand six visits of the best weekly paper published

in America it will be worth something to find it out.

G. B. R.

WALLA WALLA, W. T.—I inclose a list of twenty names, to each of which I want THE STANDARD sent for six

weeks, on the recruiting subscription plan. Eight of the names, as you will see, are those of clergymen. I think

PUBLISHER’S NOTES.
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these recruit subscriptions are just the biggest idea you have struck yet, and I would like to raise my voice to urge

every soldier of the new crusade to help them along. I often meet men who, when I start to talk to them about

abolishing poverty, tell me they haven’t time to talk just now; or shut me up by saying that they’ve studied up that

question—read all about it in the papers—and haven’t any time to waste over such foolishness; or quite as often

they tell me, “Well, send me something to read about it, and I’ll look into it.” It isn’t at all difficult for a man who

doesn’t want to listen to prevent another man from talking to him. But it’s altogether a different thing when THE

STANDARD comes to a man by mail week after week, for a few weeks in succession.

A friend of mine, to whom I had sent THE STANDARD for three months, said to me the other day: “When the

first number of that paper came, I just glanced at the title, saw what paper it was, and threw it in the waste basket.

When the second number came, I happened to have nothing to do at the moment, so I thought I would look it over

and see what kind of a crank this George was who was trying to turn society upside down. Well, sir, I picked out

the short items, read one, found it interesting, read another, read a third, kept on reading. And do you know, I

actually couldn’t put that paper down until I had read every word of it; and next day I found I could read it all over

again with just as much interest. And you can bet when the next number came I took care to keep it out of the

waste basket. Why, sir. that STANDARD is simply the best paper published in the United States. I wouldn’t be

without it now if it cost half a dollar a copy.”

It makes me laugh to see the eastern papers tell their readers that if they think land is going to relieve their

poverty they ought to come out here where land is plenty. Why, it is just here in the territories that we feel the

squeeze of the land monopolist worst of all. Men come here with money to invest, as they call it, and just see how

they invest it. They don’t start factories, or use their capital in any way to increase production, make more wealth,

and bring land and labor together. Oh, no! They grab a fertile piece of ground, put a fence around it (not an actual

fence, but a paper one, which is a good deal stronger and higher) and then they wait till some man comes along

who wants to go to work, but hasn’t got any land to work on. Then they say to him: “Step right in here, and plow

and sow and reap, and out of every bushel of grain you make you shall give me two pecks!” Isn’t that investing

money with a vengeance?

EDWARD J. NICKERSON.

Friends, you must look after these recruit subscriptions. We are not asking you to help us, but rather offering to

help you, and you ought to avail yourselves of the assistance we offer. These recruit subscriptions are meant to do 

your work—to bring your friends into sympathy with your ideas—and you needn’t think very long to understand

how thoroughly they will do it.

Don’t waste time in dreaming about the grand things that would come to pass if only other folks would go

energetically to work; but just consider what lies in the power of yourself, John Smith or Peter Jones, to do. How

many people do you know? A dozen? Fifty? A hundred? Well, be they more or less, a score or a thousand, those are

the men you’ve got to go to work on. It is your business to see that they are brought to a knowledge of the truth.

This is a duty that you owe to them, to yourself, to your family, to the whole community. And it is a duty that you

can perform with very little trouble or expense. Those that live near you, and with whom you are on terms of

intimacy, you can talk to and convert in that way. And those who live at a distance from you, or whom you don’t

know well enough to talk to, you can attack by means of these recruit subscriptions.

Consider a moment. You can send THE STANDARD for six weeks to two persons for fifty cents, or to five persons

for one dollar. You know very well that not one man in a hundred can read THE STANDARD for six successive

weeks without being convinced that there is a fundamental social wrong that must be righted, and righted

107. Ed. 1 peck equals 1/4 of a bushel (Placed approximately.)
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speedily, if American liberty and American civilization are to be anything more than a mockery. Now, have you got

fifty cents? Have you got a dollar? Have you got two dollars? If you have, don’t waste time in profitless dreaming

about what you would do if you only had a lot of money, or a lot of leisure, or a gift of oratory, or a talent for

writing, but send your money now, at once, with a list of names. If you haven’t got fifty cents to spare cast around

to see if you can’t get it; start a savings bank and put your odd pennies into it; try to earn a little something extra

for the sake of the cause; buckle to with a determination to get your share of work done somehow or other and

you need have little fear but you’ll succeed.

STANDARD readers, the task before us is a very simple one. We don’t need to go hunting for the truth. We’ve got

the truth. We know, beyond the shadow of a doubt or peradventure171, that the reform we are advocating will

abolish poverty—will lift from us and from our children that awful fear of getting left in the scramble for subsistence

that now oppresses us and makes our lives a series of

p. 8, col. 2
struggles to get ahead of our neighbors. All we have to do is to make our neighbors think as we do. Nothing more

than that. But that is a duty that rests upon us as individuals. You, John Smith and Peter Jones, if you let your

neighbors remain in ignorance of the truth you have so gladly heard yourselves, are guilty of a crime against

society—the crime of leaving nndonesic the thing which you ought to have done—the crime of allowing your fellow

men to suffer when an effort of yours might relieve them.

Suppose every STANDARD reader should send us in a dozen recruit subscriptions, not six months or a year hence,

but now, at once, and the ball thus set a rolling should keep on rolling as it surely would—enthusiasm in a cause

like this is infectious—do you realize what that would mean? Victory within a year! Just think of that, good friends,

and make up your minds to do what you can to bring about so glorious a result.

Remember, we will send THE STANDARD six weeks (but without renewal at the same rate):

To any two addresses for 50 cents.

To any five addresses for $1.

To any twelve addresses for $2.

And while we are talking about these recruit subscriptions, here is a letter which you will enjoy reading. It comes

to us from that earnest friend of the cause, Mrs. Frances M. Milne of San Luis Obispo, Cal.; and, by the way, you

will find some charming verses from her pen in another column:

> The inclosed remittance is for the following items: > > STANDARD, six months, to —— ——. > > W. A. H——,

initiation fee to Anti-poverty society. > > And the balance ($1) from Mrs. F. M. Tener and myself, to be used in

recruit subscriptions. > > These recruit subscriptions are a grand idea; and we only regret that we were not sooner

able to respond to the call for them. Please use my mother’s contribution in sending THE STANDARD regularly

for as many weeks as it will allow to —— ——, and mine in the same way for —— ——. > > These two names represent

our dearest and most valued friends. Would to God they may be won to the new crusade. > > Miss —— is a woman

of much more than ordinary talent, a clear and vigorous writer, and holds an honored place in her own religious

denomination—the Disciples or Campbellites173. Mr. —— is without dispute the leader, both in thought and action,

among the same people, and his paper circulates in thousands of homes all over the country. He is, besides, one of

171. Ed. Peradventure: uncertainty or doubt as to whether something is the case.
Sic in the original; probably “undone”.
173. Ed. Disciples or Campbellites: The Disciples of Christ (Campbell Movement) were a group arising during the Second Great Awakening of the early
19th century. The most prominent leaders were Thomas and Alexander Campbell. The group was committed to restoring primitive Christianity. It merged
with the Christians (Stone Movement) in 1832 to form what is now described as the American Restoration Movement (also known as the Stone–Campbell
Restoration Movement). See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciples_of_Christ_(Campbell_Movement).
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the best and kindest and most generously tender-hearted of men. Yet I know, alas! with what alarm and distrust a

great truth which strikes fearlessly at the root of “vested interests” is sometimes viewed by just such minds. But if

any ministry can win them to the light it will be that of THE STANDARD, whose teachings may well be likened.

without irreverence, to that word of God which is “quick and powerful, piercing even to the dividing asunder of

soul and spirit.” > > I can’t express the sense of welcome and comradeship it gives us to find my letter inserted

among those from your noble band of workers in THE STANDARD for June 25. If one could but do something

really worthy of the name! I hope I need not assure you that anything we can do to extend its circulation will be

done con amore. It is such a magnificent paper that I wonder even the unconverted can resist taking it, but I

suppose they fear the inevitable result. Please accept my thanks for the supply of the number for May 28. It gives

us both pride and pleasure to distribute it, and to point to Mr. Pentecost’s incomparable address. I have read that

speech aloud to my neighbors at least three times, and one gentleman (a Knight of Labor whom I hope to gain for

a subscriber) to whom I lent the paper, told me, when returning it, that he had read it among his friends four

times. It is surely impossible to really listen to the inspired words of our Anti-poverty speakers, however poorly

the reader’s voice may interpret, without catching the infection of their holy enthusiasm. Indeed, we never receive

THE STANDARD without reading its anti-poverty page to some one or more neighbors, and lending it afterward.

> > With gratitude for the hope and comfort to mind and heart which THE STANDARD weekly brings, very truly

yours, > > MRS. FRANCES M. MILNE.

Isn’t that a letter worth reading? Isn’t a cause that can inspire such enthusiasm, such an earnest, loving anxiety to

spread a knowledge of the truth, worth working for? Isn’t it sure to win? It will win, friends, but don’t forget that

the responsibility for its winning speedily rests upon you. And don’t deceive yourselves as to what this

responsibility means. It means that for every day you neglect the plain, straightforward duty before you, a certain

number of innocent little babies must be stifled out of life in tenement houses—kicked contemptuously back into

eternity, because you don’t exert yourself to make room for them here on earth. It means that a certain number of

women who might be happy wives and mothers must be degraded out of sex because you cannot or will not take

time to reach out a helping hand to raise them from the slough of poverty. It means that a certain number of men

must turn to vice instead of virtue because you neglect to do what in you lies to make virtue, truth and honor

possible for them. The man or woman who declines to listen to the truth is blameworthy indeed; but what

condemnation, think you, should be meted out to him who sees his neighbors suffering and perishing, who knows

the truth that of a surety will save them alive, and who neglects to make that truth known?

———

When seed does fall on good ground, how quickly it springs up and brings forth the good corn in the ear. Read

this:

FREDONIA, Kan.—On the 2d of June last I graduated from the Congregational theological seminary at Bangor,

Me. I had a month’s vacation before settling down here to the work of preaching the blessed news, and I spent

that month in studying the works of Henry George.

And I want to say that I never spent a vacation so profitably in all my life.

His teachings seemed to me like a revelation—so clear, so forcible, so full of hope and promise. And the more I

think of them the more do I become possessed of them. I do not wonder that your party is becoming enthusiastic

and that men like Dr. McGlynn are willing to suffer for the cause.

And we will win, for we have truth on our side—truth, that mighty sword of the spirit of God, which sin cannot

withstand. I realize more and more each day how little we can do to lift men up to a higher life so long as this mad

race for something to eat continues. Poverty and the fear of poverty are the great enemies of all religion to-day.
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And I believe, too, that it is this degrading, enslaving poverty that makes possible such a state of things as exists in

Europe, where millions of men stand ready armed to keep out—what? Happiness, life and peace. For it is slavery

that makes demagogues, and history proves that it is usually they who are the cause of the wars.

But the day is dawning. Let us enter into this struggle with all our might. Let us be willing to sacrifice all for this

great truth, if need be, for our own interests are as nothing compared with it.

God speed the movement.

(Rev.) THOMAS SHERK.

———

Is there no encouragement in a letter like that?

———

From across the sea a correspondent sends us this:

SONNET

On first looking into “The Standard.”

An echoing sound comes rumbling on my ear

From far America—a noise of men—

A rustling of great crowds that cry again,

p. 8, col. 3

“No slavery!” “No whips or fetters here!”

’Tis faint as yet—No, now ’tis shrill and clear!

A hundred thousand throats that loud complain

That man too long in error’s night has lain,

A stranger unto sunshine’s jocund cheer.

I start, I listen. No, ’tis not a craze

Of fancy, for I hear that sound once more.

I look across; but nothing meets my gaze,

For justice yet but knocks at misery’s door;

But there are hearts in Europe that will raise

An answering chorus to that western roar.

NORMAN MACLENNAN.

Glasgow, Scotland.

———

Here is a letter from a friend of the Anti-poverty cause in Baltimore, who proposes to make good use of his

vacation. We trust that secretaries of land and labor clubs and other organizations along the line of Dr. Hill’s

proposed trip will communicate with him promptly:
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BALTIMORE, Md.—The suggestion made by THE STANDARD of July 16, in reference to spreading the gospel of

the land for the people, makes me think that I can be of some use on the same line.

During August I contemplate a trip through Pennsylvania and New York, stopping at the following points:

Pittsburg, Pa., Chautauqua, Niagara, Syracuse and New York city. I hope to be able to attend the Syracuse

convention as an observer, and see the chiefs of our party face to face for the first time. I am anxious to have

information from members of the K. of L. or other labor organizations on the route above mentioned, as to times

and places of meeting. My trip will extend from Aug. 8 to 22.

DR. W. N. HILL,

1438 East Baltimore street.

———

PUEBLO, Col.—I am a mechanic and a student of your land theories as written in your works and paper, of which I

take several copies, keeping one for reference and sending the others where I think they will do most good. This

morning I could only get two copies; they came in on the night mail, and at 10 o’clock there was not a copy to be

had. More codiessic of THE STANDARD are sold over the news stands than of any other New York paper. Inclosed

find $1 for copies of Mr. Pentecost’s sermon for distribution. God speed the right.

WILLIAM BRADFORD.

BARTON, Ark.—I received your sample copies. Shall do what I can for the circulation of your paper; and as for the

doctrine you advocate, I am afraid I shall become a “fanatic” over the subject. Just what is needed everywhere.

Find inclosed 25 cents, for which please send the following tracts. . . . I shall commence with that many as soon as

they arrive. This thing must be worked up in this state.

F. W. WHITE.

ANNISON, Alasic.—I am proud to say to you that my effort to introduce your plan for social reform is about to be

crowned with success. A short time ago I could hardly find a person in this city of seven thousand people who

knew anything at all about it. You sent me a bundle of copies of THE STANDARD and I circulated them where

they were likely to do good, and the result is that our newsdealer here now sells a good many copies from his news

counter.

I send you $1.20, for which please send me as many of those small tracts as you can for distribution here.

We have at last found something that all classes can feel interested in, and it does not interfere with any religious

opinion that may be held. It is a matter of humanity and the easiest way to benefit the large number of poor

people.

The money I send you was handed to me by a few of my friends, and to show you how your theory can cement

people of different beliefs into one common brotherhood there are among the friends mentioned above one

Roman Catholic, one devout hard-shell Baptist, one Universalist, one Episcopalian and one atheist.

Every man who has the good of humanity at heart will aid you.

J. M. WATERS.

Sic in the original; probably “copies”.
Sic in the original; probably “ANNISTON, Ala.”.

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 8 of 8

97



CLOVERDALE, Cal.—I am overwhelmed with gladness at the splendid growth of your movement. It has such a

momentum now that nothing can check it, and its further growth can only be likened to that of an avalanche.

I would like to write you a long letter, but am mindful that your time is precious and that I probably could advance

no thought with which you are not already familiar. I read THE STANDARD and fairly feast on all the good things

it contains. Inclosed find money for subscription and books.

THEODOR MOLLER.

PASADENA, Cal.—Inclosed is a subscription for four copies of your paper for three months. We have formed a

club here and shall send for a charter soon. It is hard work to get men to think; but when we can get anyone to

understand your principles they are with us to stay. There is nothing like THE STANDARD.

L. A. HILL.

ST. LOUIS.—Please enroll two more in the ranks of the crusaders. We want to fight with Ormuzd. The additional

dollar is for an assortment of tracts, of your own selection, which please forward as soon as possible. What a

business this of fighting stupidity—truly a herculean task. “Against stupidity the very gods do strive in vain.” No,

Schiller, I refuse to believe that truth cannot conquer even stupidity in the end. Courage, then! “Where thou

findest ignorance, stupidity, brute-mindedness—attack it, I say; smite it wisely, unweariedly, and rest not while

thou livest and it lives; but smite, smite in the name of God!” You will hear more from me anon.

ALEX. HELMLE.

So the letters pour in upon us, telling how men and women the country over are laboring for the truth, and

working because they cannot rest while work is to be done. And you, friend, who have as yet done nothing for the

cause—whose armor hangs rusty, and whose swords are dull and pointless for want of use—do not these stories of

what others are doing quicken your pulses and stir your hearts with ardor for the fray? Who is there among you

that cannot do something to help the work along? When the battle we are fighting shall have been won will it not be

well for you if you can say, “I, too, struck a blow for truth?” The time is passing, friends; the triumph is in sight; the

day is coming when the muster-roll shall be called. See to it that your names be entered ere it be too late, lest

hereafter you should have to hide your heads and say, “I saw the truth and knew it, but dared not stand before the

world avowing it!”

———

A word about the recruiting fund.

We have a steadily growing list of names of people to whom THE STANDARD may be sent with advantage. These

names are sent us by friends whose means do not allow them to contribute money to the cause, but who long for

its triumph with all their hearts. And the object of the recruiting fund is to enable us to utilize this list of names by

sending STANDARDS to its various addresses. You soldiers of the new crusade who have money to spare should

see to it that this fund is strengthened—that the efforts of your less wealthy brothers and sisters are not wasted for

want of the assistance that you can give. Bear this in mind, and let your dollars come.

Miss Munier’s Concordia chorus, whose services to the Anti-poverty society have been so great, send $5 for the

fund, with this cheery note:

NEW YORK.—Inclosed please find $5 for the recruiting fund, which is the balance of the money contributed by

the chorus to pay for carriages used in the McGlynn parade. We would like to take this opportunity of saying to

those silk and gold covered ecclesiastics who
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“Prove their doctrine orthodox

By apostolic blows and knocks,”

and underhand blows and knocks at that, that they had better pay us a visit here in barbaric America. We should

like to see them, for instance, in the Academy of Music, within forty days of the receipt of this communication,

and on that occasion without any Latin nonsense. We will take pleasure in singing in

p. 8, col. 4
any desired key some good old songs that will make the blood dance in their veins. We hope all readers of THE

STANDARD who can get there will be there to look on.

THE CONCORDIA CHORUS.

The recruiting fund now stands:

Previously acknowledged…..$343 81

Concordia chorus…..5 00

Mrs. John Farrell…..1 00

Charles H. Fitch, Cincinnati…..4 00

Colin Timmins…..2 00

G——, San Barnardina, Calsic…..2 50

O. B. Clarke, Larchmont Manor, N. Y…..1 25

Total to date…..$359 56

———

Frank G. Carpenter in Scranton Truth.

When real estate agents get from two to five per cent on sales is it any wonder that Kansas City has 2,000 of

them? A horse was traded fifty years ago for the land known here as the Junction, upon which now stand buildings

worth hundreds of thousands of dollars, and ten years ago a farmer plowed his 100-acre farm of corn where now

stand some of the finest residences of this city. He would then have been glad to have sold out at $200 per acre.

Independence avenue, a street 100 feet wide, now runs through it, and a cable car carries the nabobs of the new

city to their elegant residences which stand upon this former corn field. The land is now worth along this street

from $200 to $250 a foot111,109.,179

All of the big insurance companies of the country seem to be erecting buildings here, and the New York life

insurance company, which proposes to put up a million dollar building, is having a curious trouble in getting a site.

It has bought nearly a whole square, with the exception of a little piece about 60 feet front and 120 feet deep. This

is owned by a woman who will not sell. I am told she has been offered $4,000 and $4,500 a foot, but she says she

The Sort of Show “Toil, Thrift and Temperance” Get in Missouri.

Sic in the original; probably “San Bernardino, Cal.”.
111. Ed. $200 to $250 a foot: is this per front-foot, in 1887?
109. Ed. Charles Francis Adams Sr. (1807-1886) was an American historical editor, writer, politician, and diplomat. As United States Minister to the United
Kingdom during the American Civil War, Adams was crucial to Union efforts to prevent British recognition of the Confederate States of America and
maintain European neutrality to the utmost extent. Adams also featured in national and state politics before and after the Civil War. Son of John Quincy
Adams (1767-1848). See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Francis_Adams_Sr.. (Placed approximately.)
179. Ed. Ormuzd: chief deity of Zoroastrianism; source of light and embodiment of good. (Placed approximately.)
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don’t want to sell and won’t. The company have about decided to build all around her, and if she persists they will

put up a ten-story building on the rest of their ground. Where does all the money come from?

Well in this Kansas City is again like Chicago. It gets the great part of its money from the east, and there are big

insurance companies, mortgage companies and loan investment companies who occupy six and eight story

buildings, whose business it is to deal in Kansas city loans for eastern capitalists. One of these men told me that

Charles Francis Adams of Boston had $3,000,000 invested in Kansas city mortgages, and it will not be strange if,

upon investigation, it is found that New York, Philadelphia and Boston will in the future own Kansas City as they

once did Chicago. I chatted with a member of one of the largest investment firms here, a firm which has a capital

of $1.000.000sic, and which was started with $125,000 at Custer, Iowa. It does a business of $1,000,000 a month,

and makes from 2 to [2¼?] per cent for placing its loans, furnishing 6 per cent mortgage notes for not even 40 per

cent of the value of the property to the eastern capitalists. It thus has an income of from $20,000 to $25,000 a

month, to say nothing of its profits as a real estate company and as to the discounts which it makes at the bank

operated by it.

There is not such a great amount of property now sold here on option, and the big deals are made by big firms.

There are twenty of these big investment firms here, and the capital of these ranges from $500,000 to

$2,000.000. Two of these have increased their paid up capital stock of $500.000 and $600,000 to $2,000,000

each during the past six months, and it is the enormous amounts of money used by these that aid in running up

the clearings of the banks here to from $5,000,000 to $8,000,000 per week.

———

Hamilton, Ont., Times.

The editor of the Toronto Monetary Times discusses the land question, under the heading “Every Man His Own

Farmer.” Seizing a statement of the Toronto anti-poverty society to the effect that land is not a product of labor,

but was furnished by the Creator for the uses of mankind, it tries to show that it would be no improvement to cut

the land up into little strips and set every man to raising his own vegetables. That’s a pretty man of straw. The

Toronto anti-poverty society never proposed such a scheme. The proposed change in the method of taxation

would simply fix it so that a man who wanted to cultivate land or to use it for any other purpose would not have to

pay tribute to one whose labor had not created the value inhering in the land. Nor would he have to pay heavy

tariff taxes on his implements, his supplies and the materials for his dwelling, before he could get to work. The 

Monetary Times says that any man who wants land and is fit to use it can get it now. Admit that it is easier to get

land in a sparsely settled country like Canada than in densely populated Ireland or England, and it yet remains

true that the tariff taxes and the tribute to land speculators keep many Canadians huddled in the cities, earning a

precarious living, who would go upon farms if those obstacles were removed. If some thousands of the city

workmen went upon farms, it would be better for those who stayed behind. The demand for factory products

would be increased to supply the wants of the new farmers, and the supply of labor being reduced by their

removal from the cities, wages must rise.

———

A Pretty Man of Straw.

Sic in the original; probably “$1,000,000”.
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St. Paul, Minn., Dispatch.

Poverty, in the general sense of the term, is not the necessary concomitant of civilization, as is generally assumed.

It arises merely from denying to the individual the full fruits of his labor. In new communities, where all have

equal opportunities, and where the causes which take from the products of one for the benefit of another are not

in operation, there is an utter absence of what we in the cities term poverty. There are no worthy poor; the lazy,

shiftless man will have little more than the rudest essentials to life, while the thrifty and industrious will prosper

in a ratio commensurate with his exertions. What, then, does this lesson teach in relation to the abolition of

poverty? Clearly this, that the way to compass this end is by securing to each individual, first the opportunity to

labor; and, second, the fruits of his toil. If the workingmen’s societies, the political quacks, and the Christian

philanthropists will unite their efforts to discovering what stands in the way of the first proposition, and how to

realize the second, they will have solved the problem. Nothing is easier. But restricting immigration will not do it;

enlarging the sphere of government and contracting individual enterprise is not the panacea; attempting to

restrain men’s appetites by statute furnishes no solution; endeavoring by law to shield the lazy and shiftless from

the consequences of their own worthlessness is not just the thing; invoking the aid of the legislative function to

settle every controverted point in the business relations of life won’t bring about the millennium.

———

Correspondence New York Herald.

A convention of those interested in the improvement of our national waterways will be held at Sault Ste. Marie on

Wednesday, July 20, for the purpose of memorializing congress and selecting representatives to visit Washington

in the coming winter to present to the river and harbor committee of the house and the committee on commerce

of the senate statistics with accompanying maps showing the necessity and reasons for larger appropriations to

the new ship canal lock and Hay lake channel of the St. Mary’s river and such other national works as may be

deemed advisable.113

The unprecedented increase of tonnage passing the St. Mary’s falls canal during the season of navigation of 1887

indicates such a demand for increase of lockage facilities as can be obtained only by such an appropriation as will

complete the new lock within the next three years. An appropriation of $1,500,000 is needed for the year 1888.

Delay in making such appropriation will cripple the navigation and commerce of the lakes. The failure of congress

at the last session to make an appropriation for this work is now seriously felt. The only remedy is in larger future

appropriations.

It is expected that the convention will be

p. 8, col. 5
largely attended by the representatives of the men of the east and northwest. The people of Sault Ste. Marie have

made extensive preparations for the accommodation of persons attending the convention. The interest already

manifested indicates that this will be the largest convention ever held for the purpose of considering the subject

of the national waterways.

Keep Thinking, Brother. You Are on the Right Track.

A Large Convention of Socialists.

113. Ed. This title seems to have no relation to the article. (Placed approximately.)
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———

Norwich, Conn., Bulletin.

McGlynn has given his approval to the confiscation of private property without recompense—in other words,

robbery—to regicide182—in other words, murder—and to lesser crimes, and he is well fitted to train with that

element of population in which we take so little pride.

———

We have received an order to send a copy of “PROTECTION AND FREE TRADEsic” to every trade and labor

organization or land and labor club that may wish to have it, up to the number of one thousand. A copy will be

accordingly forwarded to the secretary of any labor organization, local assembly of the K. of L. or land and labor

club on receipt of twelve cents for postage.

HENRY GEORGE & CO.

———

MEMBERS OF LABOR ORGANIZAtions and others wishing to canvass for subscribers to this paper on a liberal

commission are invited to send their names and addresses to the publishers of THE STANDARD, 25 Ann street,

New York.

———

REV. EDWARD McGLYNN, D. D., PRESIDENT.

The fourteenth public meeting of the society will be held at the

ACADEMY OF MUSIC

SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 31.

Singing by

CONCORDIA CHORUS,

Gosh! What a Man.

[Advertisement] A.—TO SECRETARIES OF TRADE AND LABOR

ORGANIZATIONS AND LAND AND LABOR CLUBS.

[Advertisement] MEMBERS OF LABOR ORGANIZATIONS

[Advertisement] ANTI-POVERTY SOCIETY.

182. Ed. Regicide: the action of killing a king; a person who kills or takes part in killing a king.
Sic in the original; probably “PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE”.
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Under the direction of

MISS AGATHA MUNIER.

Admission free to all parts of the house, except the boxes.

Seats in circle boxes, 25 cents each; in proscenium boxes, 50 cents.

Box office open Saturday and Sunday.

———

The first Grove meeting and excursion of the Anti-poverty society will be held at Oriental Grove, L. I., on

Saturday, Aug. 13. Particulars will be found in the news columns of “The Standard.” Tickets, price fifty cents

(children under ten half price), will be for sale by members of the society, or can be secured by addressing

Rev. Dr. McGlynn, Room 28, Cooper Union, or Henry George, 25 Ann street, New York.

———

p8_fig1

[Display heading (cut lettering): CURE FOR THE DEAF]

PECK’S PATENT IMPROVED CUSHIONED EAR DRUMS Perfectly Restore the Hearing, and perform the work

of the natural drum. Invisible, comfortable and always in position. All conversation and even whispers heard

distinctly. Send for illustrated book with testimonials, FREE. Address F. HISCOX, 853 Broadway, N. Y.

Please mention this paper.

———

“SOGGARTH AROON,”

the new song written to

DR. M’GLYNN

and sung with the greatest success by Miss Munier at the Academy of Music can be had at Pond’s, Dittson’s and

Harns’sic, Broadway and Twelfth street, and music and stationery stores generally.

[Advertisement] CURE FOR THE DEAF

[Advertisement] “SOGGARTH AROON,”

Sic in the original; probably ““Harms’” (music publisher)”.

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 8 of 8

103



———

DR. M’GLYNN, REV. PENTECOST AND Henry George: 3 cabinet photos of excellent finish for 25c., or 10c. each,

post free. SIDNEY ULRICH, 15 First avenue, New York.

———

PORTRAITS ON SATIN.—BEAUTIFUL satin banners, with portraits of Dr. McGlynn, Henry George, Hugh

Pentecost, etc. Most singularly tasteful adornments for the home. Groups and interiors of homes likewise

executed on satin. Prices from 75c. E. H. HART, Art Photographer, 112 E. 24th st., New York city.

———

DR. M’GLYNN, Henry George and Powderly, 3 cabinet photos, 20c.; $2.75 per 100. M’GILL, [808?] Henry st., N.

Y.

———

JAMES BOGAN, PRINCIPAL AGENT for James Means’ $3 and $4 shoes. 226 BOWERY, near Prince street.

———

HOLLAND’S

COFFEE AND DINING ROOMS,

143 Fourth avenue,

Bet. 13th and 14th sts.

———

OUR HOMES MADE BEAUTIFUL

by adorning them with the FACES OF THOSE WE LOVE. REAL LOVERS of the HOME delight in looking upon

the portraits of its members, LIVING or DEAD.

[Advertisement] DR. M’GLYNN, REV. PENTECOST AND Henry George

[Advertisement] PORTRAITS ON SATIN

[Advertisement] DR. M’GLYNN, Henry George and Powderly

[Advertisement] JAMES BOGAN

[Advertisement] HOLLAND’S

[Advertisement] OUR HOMES MADE BEAUTIFUL
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Order a LIFE-SIZED PORTRAIT in CRAYON, PASTEL or OIL, with a handsome bronze or gilt frame.

Prices ranging from $12.00 and upward. Satisfaction guaranteed or no pay. Send for circular before ordering to

NEW YORK ARTISTS’ UNION.

10 East Fourteenth street, New York.

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.

———

p8_fig2

[Advertisement block, white letters on black: MAJOR’S CEMENT / MAJORS LEATHER CEMENT. / MAJORS RUBBER

CEMENT.]

Sold by druggists and crockery dealers.

A. MAJOR, Proprietor, 232 William st., New York city.

———

[Advertisement] MAJOR’S CEMENT

[Advertisement] TO CONSUMPTIVES
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p8_fig3

[Display heading (cut lettering): TO CONSUMPTIVES]

Use WINCHESTER’S HYPOPHOSPHITE OF LIME AND SODA. For Consumption, Weak Lungs, Coughs,

Asthma, Bronchitis and General Debility it is an acknowledged Specific Remedy. TRY IT.

Price, $1 and $2 per bottle. Prepared only by

WINCHESTER & CO., Chemists,

162 William street, N. Y.

———

p8_fig4

[Advertisement] GOOD NEWS TO LADIES.
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[Trademark cut, white letters on black T-shaped block: THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY]

p8_fig5

[Display heading (cut lettering): GOOD NEWS TO LADIES.]

Greatest offer. Now’s your time to get orders for our celebrated Teas, Coffees and Baking Powder, and secure a

beautiful Gold Band or Moss Rose China Tea Set, Dinner Set, Gold Band Moss Rose Toilet Set, Watch, Brass Lamp,

Castor, or Webster’s Dictionary. For particulars address

THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA CO.,

P. O. Box 289. 31 and 33 Vesey St., New York.

———

p8_fig6

[Advertisement block with ornamental black border: PISO’S CURE FOR CONSUMPTION; “25 CTS” on each side; inside:

CURES WHERE ALL ELSE FAILS. Best Cough Syrup. Tastes good. Use in time. Sold by druggists.]

———

CO-OPERATIVE COLONY.

[Advertisement] PISO’S CURE FOR CONSUMPTION

[Advertisement] CO-OPERATIVE COLONY.
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PERSONS DESIRING HOMESTEAD OR seeking investments should join or subscribe to the Co-operative

Colony Association now organizing for the purpose of securing and locating of a sufficient tract of available land

in the Rio Grande Valley for the carrying on of the business of agriculture and stock raising on the co-operative

plan.

For information and map of New Mexico, address

SEC’Y CO-OPERATIVE COLONY,

P. O. Box [214?], Pueblo, Col.

———

UNITED LABOR PARTY.

23RD ASSEMBLY DISTRICT MEETS every Monday evening. German speaking members every Tuesday evening

at Vincent hall, 1597 Third avenue, corner 105th street. Open every evening for enrollment of members.

Thursday and Saturday evenings free debates of the Progress and Poverty club

p. 8, col. 6

[Advertisement] UNITED LABOR PARTY.
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[Advertisement] COOGAN BROS.
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p8_fig7

[Cut: engraving of the Coogan Brothers store, a five-story building with signboards; horse-drawn carts and pedestrians in

the street before it. Signboards: COOGAN BROTHERS / WHOLESALE & RETAIL FURNITURE CARPETS &c /

BEDDING WAREROOMS / MANUFACTURERS / 125 COOGAN BRO’S 121]

COOGAN BROS.,

CARPET AND FURNITURE DEALERS,

COR. BOWERY AND GRAND STS.

———

p8_fig8

[Display block, white letters on black: WHO WOULDN’T BE DRESSED WELL]

PRINCE ALBERT COAT AND VEST, SATIN LINED THROUGHOUT, TO MEASURE…..$18.00

TROUSERS TO MEASURE, FROM…..4.00

BUSINESS SUITS TO MEASURE, FROM 16.00

DRESS SUITS TO MEASURE, FROM…..20.00

BLUE, BLACK OR BROWN CORK-SCREW CUTAWAY COAT & VEST TO MEASURE, FROM…..12.00

OVERCOATS, QUILTED SILK OR SATIN LINED THROUGHOUT, TO MEASURE, FROM…..20.00

[Advertisement] WHO WOULDN’T BE DRESSED WELL
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p8_fig9

[Display block, white letters on black: BRAHAM’S 212 BOWERY, N.Y.]

OPPOSITE RIVINGTON ST.

Samples and Self-Measurement Chart Mailed on Application.

———
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p8_fig10

[Cut: an open watch movement within a ring of lettering, with a pointing hand at each upper corner. Lettering: IS THE

BEST GOOD ENOUGH FOR YOU? / KEYSTONE DUST PROOF WATCHES / ARE THE BEST. On the movement:

Adjusted / 154019 / [KEY DUST PROOF?] / [illegible] / PAT. S.W. / KEYSTONE WATCH CO.]

BECAUSE They contain everything essential to Accurate Time Keeping found in any watch, and in addition have

the following important patented improvements, which appear only in Keystone Watches:

[Advertisement] IS THE BEST GOOD ENOUGH FOR YOU? (Keystone Dust

Proof Watches)
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The PATENT DUST PROOF protects perfectly the balance and hair spring (the most delicate and vital parts) from

damage, dirt and dampness.

The Patent Compound Regulator has absolutely no lost motion.

The PATENT STEM WIND is the strongest and simplest made.

The Patent Dust-proof movements are free from all variations caused by dirt or dampness; an advantage which no

other maker does or dare claim.

This is the only Factory using only Genuine Ruby Jewels in every grade, and all Keystone Watches are made of the

best material, and are accurate time keepers, under our own guarantee.

ATKINSON BROS., 926 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

General Agents for the Keystone Standard Watch Co.

☞ ASK YOUR JEWELER FOR THEM. ☜

———

DR. BAIRD’S GRANULES.

[Advertisement] DR. BAIRD’S GRANULES.
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p8_fig11

[Portrait: bearded man in spectacles, head and shoulders]
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DR. WM. M. BAIRD.

Sole proprietor of “Dr. Baird’s Granules;” ex-President Washington Board of Health; ex-County Physician;

Member of State Board of Education; Speaker of the House of Assembly, CXI. Legislature of New Jersey, Session

1887.

Dr. Baird some years ago discovered a new vital principle by combining a number of vegetable alkaloids and then extracting the

vital principle from the combination. Its effects have been marvelous. He found its effects most marked upon the glandular system,

throwing off waste matter through the glands of excretion and stimulating the glands to healthy action.

Acts especially on the Liver, Pancreas, Spleen, Kidneys and Glands of Stomach and Intestines. Send for

pamphlets.

25 cents per box, 5 boxes $1; of druggists or by mail, postage prepaid.

Dr. Baird will GUARANTEE to cure any case of PILES or RUPTURE promptly, permanently and without pain. NO

CURE, NO PAY. Write for pamphlets. Consultation at office free. Address Dr. Baird, 157 W. 23d St., New York.

———

LAND AND LABOR.

The Central Committee has been organized for the purpose of carrying into state and national politics, by means

of tracts, circulars, correspondence, lectures, etc., the principles of the United Labor Party of New York.

We oppose the stupid fiscal system that piles up hundreds of millions of dollars in our treasury vaults, while we

are paying interest on an enormous debt; we aim at the abolition of the system which makes the railroad and the

telegraph a means for the oppression of the people and the aggrandizement of an aristocracy of wealth and

power; and we advocate the raising of all public revenues from a tax on land according to its value, throwing the

burden of taxation upon mining lands and upon the wealthy monopolizers of land values in and near our great

cities, thus relieving, on the one hand our crowded tenement population, and on the other the farming interest of

our country, by removing all taxes from the products of industry.

Members of trade and labor organizations, and all citizens in favor of independent political action who are

desirous of taking part in the formation of land and labor clubs, or in tract distribution, are requested to address

JOHN M’MACKIN,

Chairman Central Committee,

28 Cooper Union, N. Y. City

Citizens of the following named states who indorse the principles of the United Labor party and desire to lend

active aid in the great movement now beginning for the emancipation of labor, are requested to communicate

with the State Organizers of their respective states, as follows:

California—Judge James G. Maguire, San Francisco. Connecticut—Robert Pyne, 284 Asylum st., Hartford. Indiana—

Warren Worth Bailey, Vincennes. Kentucky—Henry George Club, 258 Vine st., Cincinnati. Massachusetts

(Berkshire county)—F. Harvey Lincoln, box 115, Zylonite. Minnesota—Central Committee, United Labor Party, 42

Third st. south, Minneapolis. New York—John McMackin, 28 Cooper Union, New York city. Ohio—Henry George

LAND AND LABOR PARTY.
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Damaged type restored

Letters that were broken, blotted or missing in the print and have been written as intended. Listed so they can be

checked against the scan; they are not footnoted in the text.

Page Article As read in the scan Written as

1 [The New Party: intimidation of voters] *North Amerioan Review* *North American

Review*

1 [The New Party: intimidation of voters] *behiad* *behind*

1 [The New Party: the lodging house vote] worker” (final r damaged) worker

1 [The New Party: the author’s position on

socialism]

one” (final e broken) one

1 [Note on Dr. McGlynn’s North American

Review article]

Edward” (r broken/blotted) Edward

1 Cut Off the Revenue. did” (d broken) did

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

anxieties” (broken type) anxieties

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

explanation” (broken type) explanation

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

in” (broken type) in

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

æsthetic” (broken type) æsthetic

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

careful” (broken type) careful

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

aim” (broken type) aim

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

in” (broken type) in

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

well” (broken type) well

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

be” (broken type) be

2 exercising” (broken type) exercising

Club, 258 Vine st., Cincinnati. South Carolina—Benjamin Adams, Charleston. West Tennessee, Eastern Arkansas

and Northern Mississippi—Land and Labor Club No. 2. Rooms, 9 and 10, Cotton Exchange, Memphis, Tenn. 185

185. Ed. Footnote (Placed approximately.)
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Page Article As read in the scan Written as

ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

adequate” (broken type) adequate

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

equally” (broken type) equally

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

actually” (broken type) actually

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

while” (broken type) while

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

ecclesiastics” (broken type) ecclesiastics

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

degradingly” (broken type) degradingly

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

Italy” (broken type) Italy

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

Thou” (broken type) Thou

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

severest” (broken type) severest

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

of ” (broken type) of

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

pictures” / “artistic” (broken

type)

“pictures” /

“artistic”

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

(Applause.” with closing

parenthesis damaged (broken

type)

(Applause.)

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

highest” (broken type) highest

2 ANTI-POVERTY. A CROWDED AND

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT THE ACAD

inestimably” (broken type) inestimably

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

hat that

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

’aw law

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

religion. no longer religion no longer

Vol. II, No. 4 (Whole No. 30), July 30, 1887 Page 8 of 8

118



Page Article As read in the scan Written as

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

time time

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

prevent prevent

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

clubbed clubbed

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

meeting? meetings?

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

told told

3 [ANTI-POVERTY: Dr. McGlynn’s address at the

Academy of Music

yours. by yours, by

3 Another Poor Landlord. vour your

3 Relation of Wages and Rent. incontrovertible”, “at”, “capita same

3 Relation of Wages and Rent. rent is 5. and rent is 5, and

3 Concentration of Land Values, greater greater

3 Think It Over, Mr. Nagle. done. and one fourth done, and one

fourth

3 Tax Titles. work work

3 Tax Titles. taxation. while taxation, while

4 THE NEW INSPECTORS. cotes votes

4 THE NEW INSPECTORS. wil” (faint/broken second l) will

4 A FAIR CHALLENGE. farm ers” (no hyphen at line

break)

farm-/ers

4 THE FARMER AND THE PIGEONS. so” (blotted/filled in) so

4 THE FARMER AND THE PIGEONS. ard” (n damaged, reads as r) and

4 SOCIETY NOTES. dreads” (d smudged) dreads

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

Archbishop” (broken type; “b”

damaged)

Archbishop

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

population” (broken type; final

“n” damaged)

population

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

mildness” (broken type; “e”

missing/damaged)

mildness

5 indirectly
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THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

in-/indirectly” (syllable

repeated across line break;

joined as “inindirectly”)

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

secondly” (broken type; “o”

damaged, reads “seccndly”)

secondly

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

distinctive” (ink blot over “tin”;

word certain)

distinctive

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

remedy” (broken type; “e”

damaged)

remedy

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

continent. speaking” (period,

possibly a damaged comma)

continent,

speaking

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

to” (broken type; “o” damaged) to

5 THE NEW KNOW NOTHINGISM AND THE

OLD.

common” (broken type; final

“n” blotted)

common

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

aboat about

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

bat but

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

natural element. for the

privilege

natural element—

for the privilege

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

labar labor

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

cap” / “ital” (line break, no

hyphen)

cap-/ital

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

You must now pay me $1,800 a

year. What happens?

closing quotation

mark after “year.”

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

com” / “merce” (line break, no

hyphen)

com-/merce

6 SPREADING THE LIGHT. H. F. RING’S

SPEECH BEFORE THE KNIGHTS

manage” / “ment” (line break,

no hyphen)

manage-/ment

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

father, who. in his ire father, who, in his

ire

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

his church. still thrilled his church, still

thrilled

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

made upon it. is not a value made upon it, is

not a value
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7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

minimum cest” (o looks like e) minimum cost

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

rights” (badly struck) rights

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

rise” (badly struck) rise

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

art thou my brother?”” (single

quote not closed)

art thou my

brother?’”

7 REV. HOWARD HENDERSON AN EMINENT

METHODIST PASTOR ON PAPAL I

at the ’ead of all progress” (h

missing)

at the head of all

progress

7 ANOTHER REVEREND RECRUIT.

Rev. Alexander Jackson of Pittsbur

world’s surface. except,

perhaps

world’s surface,

except, perhaps

7 ANOTHER REVEREND RECRUIT.

Rev. Alexander Jackson of Pittsbur

his title to it?” followed by a

second stray mark (possibly

“it??”)

his title to it?

7 ANOTHER REVEREND RECRUIT.

Rev. Alexander Jackson of Pittsbur

’How can this wrong be

righted? It is

‘How can this

wrong be

righted?’ It is

7 HENRY GEORGE’S SOLUTION OF THE

LABOR PROBLEM. WHY I PREACHED

PREACHE.” (D missing or

unprinted)

PREACHED

8 [Publisher’s Notes: letter from Speedsville, N.

Y.]

Trade?’” (closing quote

imperfectly struck)

“Trade?””

8 [Publisher’s Notes: letter from Speedsville, N.

Y.]

p blished” (letter missing) published

8 [Publisher’s Notes: letter from Walla Walla, W.

T.]

Why, sir. that STANDARD Why, sir, that

STANDARD

8 [Publisher’s Notes: appeal for recruit

subscriptions]

prolitless” (f imperfectly

struck)

profitless

8 [Publisher’s Notes: letter from San Luis Obispo,

Cal.]

is .. woman” (letter badly

struck)

is a woman

8 [Publisher’s Notes: letter from San Luis Obispo,

Cal.]

likened. without irreverence likened, without

irreverence

8 [Publisher’s Notes: comment on Mrs. Milne’s

letter]

back in[to]” and “yourself

[to]” (letters faint or missing at

line ends)

“back into

eternity”, “exert

yourself to make

room”

8 lighting” (f lacking its crossbar) fighting
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[Publisher’s Notes: appeal to those who have

done nothing]

8 ANTI-POVERTY SOCIETY. CONCORDIA CHORUS” with

C, C and O badly struck

CONCORDIA

CHORUS

8 LAND AND LABOR PARTY. LAND AND

LABOR.

oppressio[n]“,”aristocra[cy]“,”of

a[ll]“,”to i[ts]“,”mini[ng]” (line-

end letters blotted at the right

edge of the column)

“oppression”,

“aristocracy”, “of

all”, “to its”,

“mining”

8 LAND AND LABOR PARTY. LAND AND

LABOR.

Labor ·lub” (C missing) Labor Club
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